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LEE COUNTY 

Whereas: Richard J. “Happy” Hoptar, has been a teacher at Fort 
Myers High School for 19 years and worked as the Trade 
Extension Coordinator and Criminal Justice Academy, Fire 
Academy, Public Works Academy and Apprenticeship 
Training Director for 13 years; and 

Whereas: In 1974, “Happy” received the honor of being named the 
“‘Florida State Teacher of the Year”; and 

Whereas: As a lifetime member ofthe Optimist Clubs International, he 
has run in cross-country invitational’s sponsored by the 
Optimist Clubs consisting of students from all over the State 
of Florida. As a member of the Florida Criminal Justice 
Academy Association, he has served as their Director and is 
presently serving as Secretary; and 

Whereas: Through the years, “Hoppy” has been described as a 
futuristic thinker, visionary, pioneer, mover, shaker, 
dreamer, and doer. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE Board of County 
Commissioners of Lee County, FIorida would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate Richard J. “Happy” Hoptar 
on his retirement from the Lee County School Board and 
extend our best wishes for continued success as he assumes 
the position of Statewide Director for DECA-the Distributive 
Education Chrbs of America. 

Duly Executed this 2”” day of July 2002. 


