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Millions of Americans share their homes with dogs, cats and other 
domestic animals; and 

The vast majority of interactions between people and domestic 
animals are happy and benign; and 

Every animal, like every person, has a unique personality and 
temperament, and there is never a guarantee that an animal will not 
bite; and 

For many people each year, 1036 in Lee County alone last year, the 
interaction with both ‘cats and dogs are less pdsitive ending in bites 
ranging from minor nips to major attacks, and 

Animal welfare groops, veterinary societies, medical associations, and 
the Centers for Disease Control have combined efforts to support 
recognition of dog bite prevention education and responsible pet 
ownership through the annual Dog Bite Prevention Week Campaign; 
and 

Certain steps can be taken to reduce the risk of domestic animal bites 
including: spaying or neutering your pet to reduce hormonal urges 
that can lead to a bite, socializing your pet with other animals and 
other people, training ~your pet in obedience, teaching your pet 
proper behavior by avoiding play that replicates or encourages 
aggressive behavior, not allowing your pet to be tied outside for long 
periods of time & not allowing your pet to roam at large, and being a 
responsible pet owner by giving your pet annual veterinary care 
including annual licensing&vaccinations. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT The Board of County 
Commissioners of Lee County, Florida does hereby designate the 
week of May 19’h through the 2Sth as Domestic Animal Bite 
Prevention Week in Lee County; and encourages pet owners to learn 
more aboot bite prevention and responsible pet ownership. 

Duly Executed this 21” day of May 2002. 
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