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RESOLUTION 

‘The Calusa Nature Center and Plnnetnrium was born in a suitcase, us a collection of 
travelhrg exhibits put together by the Junior League of Fort Myers, who volunteered to 
teach lessons in nature and science in our local schools, and 

In 1970, the CNCP was incorporxted and granted .501c(3) status as a non-profit 
corporation, aud 

In 1976, volunteers began construction of our natural history museum and souu after 
an old church building, the lona House, was relocated to the site, and 

In 1984, the Center expanded the museum and parking urea, and built maintenwnce 
facilities and the Audubou Aviary, which is home to permsneutly injured hawks, owls, 
and eagles, and 

The Planetarium was built in 1986, and 

More than 60,000 visitors to the Calusn Nature Ceuter 61 Planetarium annually have 
cume to understnnd the nature nf Southwest Florida and the importance of prescwing 
and protecting it, and 

The Calusa Nature Center & Planetarium was nrmed “Best Nature Center” in the 
State by the readers uf Florida Monthly magazine in the year 2000 and again in the yew 
2001, and 

llundrcds of volunteers have given freely of their time to help run the Nature Center as 
Front Desk Volunteers, Education Docents, Trail Guides, Animal Care Volunteers, 
Clerical Valuntccrs, Haunted Walk Ghouls and Gremlins, Garden and Trail 
Volunteers, Junior Naturalists, and as Members of the Board of Trustees, aud 

In the past year, those volunteers have worked over lO,OUO hours to further the mission 
of the Calusa Nature Center and Planetarium. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT ‘THE Board of County Commissioners of Lee 
County, Florida does hereby proclaim May 20, 2002 as Calusa Nature Center and 
Planetarium Volunteer Appreciation Day. 

Duly Executed this 21” day of May 2002. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

Chairman 


