
LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
EMERGENCY RESOLUTION N0. /1-~ ~? 

EXTENDING A STATE OF LOCAL EMERGENCY 
COUNTYWIDE 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Lee County, Florida has 

declared a State of Local Emergency on September 5, 2017 in anticipation of the impacts 

Hurricane Irma, Emergency Resolution No. 17-09-22, pursuant to Chapter 252, Florida 

Statutes; and 

WHEREAS, Florida Statutes Section 252.38(3)(a)(5) provides authority for political 

subdivisions to declare a State of Local Emergency and to waive the procedures and 

formalities otherwise required of political subdivisions in order to take whatever action is 

necessary to ensure the health, safety, and welfare of the community; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 252 of the Florida Statutes limits the duration of each State 

of Local Emergency to seven (7) days and it may be extended, as necessary, pursuant 

to Lee County Ordinance 87-01 for additional terms in seven (7) day increments; and 

WHEREAS, Hurricane Irma has caused personal injury and extensive damage to 

commercial, residential and public structures of Lee County; and 

WHEREAS, Lee County Ordinance No. 87-01, states that when a quorum of the 

Board of County Commissioners is unable to meet, the Chairperson of the Board of 

County Commissioners, or the Vice-Chairperson in his/her absence, or the County 

Administrator or his/her designee in the absence of the Chairperson, or Vice-Chairperson 

is authorized to declare a State of Local Emergency; and 

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA: 

1. That the effects of Hurricane Irma continues to pose a serious threat to the lives 



and property of the residents of Lee County and that an extension of a State of 

Local Emergency is declared, effective immediately for all unincorporated and 

incorporated areas within the local boundaries of Lee County, Florida. 

2. The Resolution Declaring a State of Local Emergency, Resolution No. 17-09-22 is 

hereby extended for an additional seven (7) day increment. 

DULY EXECUTED this _jL_ day of Sg,p1£rn bt( 20 ff_. 

_______ .M. 
(Time) 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA Cl . ~· ' 

APPROVEDASTOFQRMFORTHE 
RELIANCE OF LEE COUNTY ONLY: 

BY:~~..;o..O...>=ff""'ic~e~o'"""t-t -f";g=c=o_,..u...::;~'-ty....:;A_tt=o..:::r_ne-~---



Attachment A 

LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
EMERGENCY RESOLUTION NO. 17-09- 22 

DECLARING A STATE OF LOCAL EMERGENCY 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA RELATING TO THE DECLARATION OF A 
STATE OF LOCAL EMERGENCY RELATING TO HURRICANE IRMA. 

WHEREAS, the National Hurricane Center has recognized the danger to coastal 

residents of Florida from Hurricane. Irma, and the Governor of Florida has declared a 

State of Emergency for every county in the State of Florida due to the severity and 

magnitude of Hurricane Irma (attached), and 

WHEREAS, the current error ofthe National Hurricane Center's meteorological 

forecast does not allow for an accurate prediction of the track of Hurricane Irma; and 

WHEREAS, Hurricane Irma has the potential for causing life threatening 

conditions and extensive damage to public utilities, public buildings, pyblic 

communication systems, public streets and roads, public drainage systems, commercial 

and residential buildings and areas; and 

WHEREAS, §252.38(3)(a)(5), Florida Statutes, provides authority for political 

subdivisions to declare a State of Local Emergency and to waive the procedures and 

formalities otherwise required of political subdivisions in order to take whatever action is 

necessary to ensure the health, safety, and' welfare of the·cornmunity; and 

WHEREAS, Lee County Ordinance Number 87-01, states that when a quorum of 

·the Board of County Commissioners is unable to meet, the Chairperson of the Board of 

County Commissioners, or the Vice-Chairperson in his/her absence, or the County 

Administrator or his/her designee in the absence of the Chairperson, or Vice-Chairperson 

is authorized to. declare a State of Local Emergency. 

WHEREAS, the duration of this State of Local Emergency is limited to seven (7) 

days; however, it may be extended, as deemed necessary by .the Board of County 

Commissioners or pursuant to Lee County Orctihance 87-01 for additional terms in seven 

(7) day increments. 



NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED this 51h day of September, 2017, that 

Hurricane Irma poses a serious threat to the lives and property ofthe residents of l-ee 

County and that a State of Local Emergency shall be declared effective immediately for all 

unincorporated and Incorporated areas within the local. boundaries of Lee County, 

Florida. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners hereby 

exercises its authority and waives the procedures and formalities required by law of a 
political subdivision, as authorized under §252.38, Florida Statutes. · 

ATTEST: 
LINDA DOGGETT, CLERK 

By~Jo~ 
. _ D uty Clerk · 

~:cop~,M. 
(Time) 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

/"""'\ .. ----';:;:, 
( \ / ·~ , . . 

By: "Ali .. / IZtLu..-<~41 /--
Chair// 

APPWovED AS TO FORM FOR THE 
RELIANCE OF LEE COUNTY ONLY: 

-- - ·. . /:<. / .· · .. - ~ · ~ By: h~ .. · -· - ~- .. 
Office of the County Attorney 
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Attachment B 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NUMBER 17-235 
(Emergency Management- Hurricane Irma) 

WHEREAS, as of II :00 a.m. on Monday, September 4, 2017, Hurricane Irma is a major 

hurricaue loc~ated approxii11ately 560 miles east' of the Leeward Islands with maxi1imm sustained 

winds of 120 mph; 

WHEREAS, the five-day forecast from the National Hurricane Center predicts that, on 

Satm'day; September 9, 20 I 7, Hurricane Irma will be a majbr hurricane located somewhere nmth 

of Cuba and south of Andros Island in the Bahamas; 

WHEREAS, current forecast models predict that Hurricane Irma will head into the Straits 

of Florida as a major hurricane; 

WHEREAS, current forecast models predict that Hurricane Irma will make lan<Ifall 

somewhere in South Florida or Sout.hwestern Florida as a majOJ' hun·icai1e; 

WHEREAS; current forecast models predict that Burricane Inria wlll travel up the entire 

spine of Florida; 

WHEREAS, Hurricane Irma poses a severe threat to the e1.1tire State of Florida and 

requires that timely precautions are taken to protect the comrhtmities, critical irifni.structute; ilild 

general welfare of this State; 

WHEREAS, as Governor, J am responsible to meet .the d~ngers presented to this state and 

its people by this emergency; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICK SCOTT, as Governor of Florida, by virtue of the 

authority vested in me by Article IV, Section l(a) of the Florida Constitution and by the Florid_a 



Emergency Management Act, as amended, and all other applicable laws, promulgate the following 

Executive Otder, to take immediate effect: 

Section J. Because of the foregoing conditions, I declare that a state of emergency exists 

in every county in the State of Florida. 

Section 2. I design-ate the Director of the Division of Emergency Management as the State 

Coordinating Officer for the duration ofthis emergency and direct him to execute the State's 

Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan and other t'esponse, recovery, mid mitigation plans 

necessary to cope with the emergency. Pursuant to section 252.36(1 )(a); Florida Statutes, I 

delegate to the State Coordinating Officet: the autt1ority to exercise those powers deline!lted il'l 

sections 252.36(5)--{10), Florida .Statutes, whiCh he shall exercise as needed to meet this 

emergency> subject to the limitations of sectiQn 252.33, Florida Statutes. In exercising the powers 

delegated by this Order; the State Coordinating Officet shall confer with the Governor to the fullest 

extent practicable. The State Coordinating Officer shall also have the allthority to : 

A. 1nvoke and administer the Emergency Management Assistance Compact 

("EMAC'') (sections 252.92k933, .Florida Statutes) and other compacts and agreements existing 

between the State of Florida and other :;;tates, and the fm:ther authority to coordinate the alloc.ation 

of resources fr.om such other states that are made avaiJapiCf to Florida under such compacts alld 

agreements so as best to meet this emergency. 

B. Seek direct assistance and enter into agreements with any and all agencies of 

the Uni.tec:l States (Jovermnent as may be needed 'to meet the emergency. 

C. Direct all state, regional and local governmental agencies, includih& law 

enforcemeht agencies, to idelltifX pei'sonneLneeded from those agencies to assist in meeting the 
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needs created by tl1is emergency, and to place all such personnd under the direct con1mand al1d 

cooJ·dit1ation of the State Coordinating Officer to meet this emergency. 

D. Designate Deputy State Coordinating Officers, 

E. Suspend the eftect of any statute; rule, or order that would 'in any way prevent, 

hlndet, or delay any mitigation, response, or recovery acliort necessary to cope with this 

emergency. 

F: Enter oi'ders as may be needed to implemetit any of the foregoing powers; 

ho,Never, the requireme11ts of sections 252.46 and 120.54( 4), Florida Statutes; do not apply to any 

such orders issued by the State Coordinating Ofticet. 

SectionJ , I order the Adjutant General to activate the Florida National Guard; as needed, . . . . 

to deal with this emergency. 

Section 4. r find that the special duties and responsibilities resting upon some State, 

regional, atid local agencies and other governmental bodies in responding to the elnergency t;.ay 

require them lo. waive or deviate fmin the statutes, rules, ordinances, and orders they administer: 

Therefore, I issue the foll_owing authorizations: 

A Pursuant to section 252.36(1 )(a), Florida Statutes, the Executive Office of the 

Govemot may \Vaive all statutes and ri.tles affecting budgeting to the extentnecessary to provide 

budget authority for state agencies to cope with this emergency. The requirements of sections 

252A6 and 120.54(4), Florida Statutes, do not apply to any such waiver isstted by the Exec(ltiye 

Office of the Governor. 

B. Each State agency may suspend the provisions of any tegulatory statute 

prescribing the proc.edmes f()r conduct of state business or the orders or rules of th<lt agenc:;y, jf 

strict compliimce with the provisions .ofany such statute, order, or rule would in any way prevent, 
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hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with the emergency. This inch1dcs; butis not limited 

to, the authority to suspend any and all statutes, rules, ordinances; or orders which affect leasing, 

printing, purchasi11g,travel, and the condition of employment and the compensation of employees. 

For the purposes of this Execi1tive Order, "necessary action in coping with the emergency" rheans 

any emergency mitigation, response, or recovery action: (I) prescribed in the State 

Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan ("CEMP"); or, (2) directed by the State 

Coordinating OfficeL Any waiver of statutes, rules, ordinances, or otders shall be by eiriergency 

rule ot order in accordance with sections 120.54(4) and 252.46, Florida Statutes, und shall expire 

thirty days from the date of this ExecLJtive Order, tll11ess extended in increments of no more than 

thirty days by the agency, and in no event shall remain in effect beyond the earlier of the date of 

expiration of this Order, as extended, or ninety (90) days from the date ofissuarice of this Order. 

C. In accordance Vl'ith section 252.38, Florida Statutes, each politkal subdivision 

within the State of Florida may waive the procedures and formalities otherwise requked of the 

political subdivisio11, by law per1aining to: 

1) Perforrrfance of public work and taking whatever prudent aCtion rs 

necessary to ensJ.Jre .the health,, safety; and Welfare ofthe community; 

2) Entering into contracts; 

3) Inctttring obligations; 

4) Einploymenl of permanent and temporary \vorkers; 

5) Util_ization ofvolu11teer workers; 

6) Rentalofequirment; 

7) Acquisition and distribution, with or without compensation; of supplies, 

materials, and facilities; and, 
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8) Appropriation and expenditure of public funds. 

D. All agencies whose employees are cetiified by the Atnerican Red Cross as 

disaster service volunteers within the meaningofSection11 0.120(3); Florida Statutes, may release . . 

any such employees for such service as requested by the Red Cross to meet this emergency. 

E. The Secretary oft he Florida Department of Transportalio11 (DOT) may: 

1) Waive the colle:ction of tolls m1d other _fees and charges for the use of the 

Turnpike and other public high~vays, to the extent such waiver may be needed to provide 

emergency assistan.ce or facilitate the evacuation of the affected counties; 

2) Reverse the flow of traffic or close ahy and all roads, high,vays, and portions 

ofhighways as may be i1eeded for the safe and efficient transpoliation of evactiees to those counties 

that the State Coordinating Officer may designate as destination cotinties for evacuees in thiS" 

((Q1ergency; 

3) Suspend enforcement of the l'egisttation requirements pursuant to sections 

316~545(4) and 320.0115, Florida Statutes, for commercial inblor vehicles that entet Florida to 

provide emergency services or supplies, to transport emergency equipment, supplies orpersonnel , 

ono transport FEMA mobile homes or office style mobile homes into or frorn. Florida; 

4) Waive the hours ofservice reqtiirements fotsuch vehicles; 

5) Waiv~ by special permit the warning signal requirements in the Utility 

AccommodationsManual to accommodate public utility companies from othetjurisdi'ctioQs which 

render assistance inrestoring vital services; and, 

6) Waive the size artd weight restrictions for divisible loads on any vehicles 

transporting_ emergency equipment, services; supplies, and agricultural commodities and citrtts as 

recommended by the Commissioner of Agriculture, allowing the establishment of alternate size 
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and weight l'estrictiotis for all such vehicles for the duration of the emergency. The DOT shall 

issue permi~s and such vehicles shall be subject to such special conditions as the DOT 1i1ay endorse 

on any suchpermits. 

Nothing in this Executive Ordt;r shail be construed to allow any vehicle to exceed weight 

lin1ifs posted for bridges and like structures, or relieve any vehicle or the carrier, owner, or driver 

of any vehicle frot1) compliance witl1 any restrictions other than those specified in this Executive 

Order, or from any statute, rule, order, or other legal requirement not specifically waived herein or 

by supplemental order by the State Coordinating Officer; 

F. The Executive Director of the Department of Highway Safety and Motor 

Vehicles (DHSMV) tnay: 

I) Suspend enforcement of the registration requit'ements pursuant to sections 

316.545(4) and 320.0715, Florida Statutes, tor commercial motor vehicles that ~nterFlorida to 

provide emergency services or suppiies, to transport emergency equipment, supplies or personnel, 
. I 

oi· to transport FEMA mobile homes or office style mobile homes into or from Florida; 

2) Waive the hours of service requirements for Sl!ch vehicles; 

3) Suspend the enforcement of the licensing and registration requirements 

under the International Fuel Tax Agreement (IFTA) pursuant to Chapter207 Florida Statutes, and 

the International Registration Plan (JRP) pursuant to section 320.0715, Florida Statutes, for motor 

carriers or drivers operating commercial motor vehi'cles that are properly registered in other 

-jurisdictions and that are participati:ng in emergency relief efforts through the transportation of 

equipment and Sltpplies o!' providing other assistance in the form of emergency services; 

4) Waive fees ·for duplicate or replacement vessel registratloJ) certificates, 

vessel title certificates, vehicle license plates, vehicle registration certificates, Vehiele tag 
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certificates, vehicle title certificates, handiCapped parking permits, replacement driVers ' licenses, 

and replacement identification cards and to waive the additional fees for the late renewal of or 

application for such licenses, certificates, and documents due to the effects of adverse we'ather 

conditions; and, 

5) Defer administrative actions and waive fees imposed by law· for the late 

t'e})e:wal or application for the abovelicenses, certificates, allddocunielits; which were delayed due 

to the effects of adverse weather conditions, indudii1g in counties wherein the DHSMV has closed 

offices, or any office ofthe Cot~nty Tax Collector that acts on behalf ofthe DHSMV to process 

renewals has closed offices due to adverse ·weather conditions. 

Recordkeepit1g and other applicable requirements for existing IFTA and IRP licensees and 

registrants are not affected by this ordet'. The DHSMV shall promptly notify the State 

Coordinating Officer when the waiver is no longer necessary. 

G. In accordance with section 465.()275, Florid(). Statutes, pharmacists may 

dispense up to a 30-day emergency prescriptionrefill of maintenance medication to persons who 

reside in an area or county covered mider this Executive Order and to emergency personnel who 

have been activated by their state mid local agency but who clo 11ot reside in an area or county 

cowred by this· Executive OrdeL 

H. All State agencies i·esponsible for tlie use ofState buildings and facilities may 

Close such btiildings and facilities in those portio11s of the State affected b)' this emergency, to the 

extent to meet this emerget1cy. I direct each State agency to r:eport the clostJre of any State btiilding 

or facility to the Secretary of the Depattment Of Manage1i1erit Services. l)nder the authority 

contained in section 252.36, Flodda Statlltes; 1 direct each Colii1ty to report the closure of any 

building or facility operated or maintained by the County or any poJitical ~ubdivision th~rein to 
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the Secretary of the Depi:utment of M<:~nagcmentServices. Furthermore, I direct the Secretary of 

the Department of Management Services to; 

] ) Maintain an accurate and up-to-date list of all such .closures; and, 

2) Provide thC~t list daily to the State Coordinating Officer. 

J.. All State agencies may abrogate the time requirements, notice requirements, 

and deadlines. for final action on ~ipplications for perniits, licenses,. rates, and other approvals under 

any statutes orrules under which such application are deemed to be approved unless disapproved 

in •vriting, by specified deadlines,. and all such time requirements that have not yet expired as of 

the date of this Executive Order are suspended and to!Jecl to the extent needed to meet this 

emergency: 

SectionS. All public facilities, including elementary and secondary schools, community 

colleges, state universities, and other facilities own~d or leased by the state, regional or local 

governments that are suitable for 11se as public shelters shall be rriade availabl~ at the requesrof 

the local emergency management agencies to ensure the proper reception and care of all evacuees. 

Under the authority contained ii1 seCtion 252.36, Florida Statutes, L di(ect the Superinterident of 

each public school district in the State of Flodda, to report the closure of :any school within its 

district to the Commissimier of the Florida Department ofEducation. Furthermore, I direct the 

Commissim1er of the Department of Education to: 

A. Maititain an accurate and liJHci-date Jist of all such closures; $hd; 

B, Provick ihaUist daily to the State Coordinating Officer. 

Section 6 . . I find tha:t the deJnands placed upon the funds approptiated to the agencies of 

the State ofFloriclaand to local agencies are unreasonal?ly great and may be inadequate to pay the 

costs of coping with this disaster, In accordance with section 2523 7(2), Florida Statutes; I direct 
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that suffici.ertt funds be rnade available, as n~eded, by transferring and expending moneys 

appropriated for other purposes; moneys from unappropriated surplus funds, or from the Budget 

Stabilization Fund. 

Section 7. All State agencies enterir1g emer~ency final orders or other final acti'ons in 

response to this emergency shall advise the State Coordinating Officer conteh1pciraneously or as 

soon as practicable. 

Section 8. Medical professioi1als and worl\ers; social workers; and counselors \Vith good 

and valid professional licenses issued b~' states other -than the State ofFlotida may render such 

services in Florida during this emergency for persons affected by this emergency with the 
. . 

cor1dition · that sL1ch services be rendered to such persons· free of charge, and with the further 

conditior1 that Such services be rendered mider the auspices of tlit; American Red Cross or the 

FloridaDepartmet1t ofHea:Jth. 

Section 9~ Purstiant to section 501.160, Florida Statutes, it is unlawti:tl and a violation of 

section.501.204 for a person torent or sell ot• offe1' tb rent or sell at an unconscionable price Within 

the area for \vhich the state of emergency is declared, any essential commodity including, but not 

limited to, supplies, services, provisions, or equipment that is necessary for consumption or use as 

a direct result ofthe emergency. 

Section 10. Under the authority contained in sections 252.36(5)(a), (g),. and (m), Flotida 

Statutes, I direct that, for the purposes ofthis emergency, the term "essentials", as defiped by 

section 252.359(2), Florida Statutes, shaH be the satpe' as ;md no more expansive than the term 

"commodity'\ as defined by section 50Ll60(1)(a), Florida Statutes (hereinafter rcfen·ed t(1 

collectively ol' alternatively as ''essential cortunodities"). Accordingly, any person who delivers 

essential commodities to a location in the area(s) declared to be under a state otemergency by this 
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Executive Order, and when necesse1ry to ensure that those commodities are made available to the 

public, may travel within evacuated areas and exceed curfews, provided the Slate Coordinating 

Officer determines, after consultation w'ith the apptopriate Emergency Stipp<nt Function(s), that: 

A. Law enforceJ'nent officials in the declared area(s) can provide Udequafe security 

to proteCt the essential commodities from !heft; 

B. The weight of a delivery vehicle will not jeopardize the strll(:lur~J Integrity of 

any roadW?Y or bridge located. withili the declared area; 

C. Delivery vehicles will not negatively impact evacuation activities m the 

declared area(s); and, 

D, Delivery vehicles will not negatively impact any response or r!;covery activities 

occurring within the declared area(s). 

After consulting with the appropriate Enl.ergency Support Function(s), and after consultiiig 

with local officials, the State Coordinating Officer may dictate the routes of ingress, egtess~ and 

movement within the declared area(s) that drivers must follow when delivering css~:;ntial 

commodities. 

Provided he or she is actually delivering medications, any person authorized to deliver 

medications under chapter 893, Florida Statutes, qualifies as •<t person ckJivedng essential 

commoditi~s . 

In orderto ,qualify as a person de]iveri11g essential coirnnodities underthis section, a person 

n1ust be in the process. of delivering. essential commoditi~s only. If an indivtdoal is trarlsporting 

both essential and non-essential commodities, then this section shall not provide ai1y autho~ization 

fat that individual to enterinto or mo\1e within the declared area(s). 
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Section 11. Consistent with Executive Order 80-29, nothing in this Order shall prevent 

local jurisdictions in any area not declared to be under a stale of ei11ergency by this Executive 

Orc]er fi·om taking prompt and necessary action to save lives and protect the property of their 

citizens, including the authority to compel and direct timely evacuatiop when necessary. 

Section 12. I authorize the Florida Housing Finance Corporation to distribute funds 

pursuant to section 420.9073, Fiorida Statutes, to any county, municipality, or other political 

s~tbdivision located within the area(s) declared to be undei· a state of emergei1cyby this executive 

order. The authority of the Florida Housing Finance Corporation to distriblrte funds under this 

state of emergency shall expire six months from the date of this Order. 

SecfipnlJ.. All actions taken by the Director of the Division ofEmei·g~ncy Management 

with respect to this emergency before the issuance of this Executive Ordet are ratified. This 

Executive Order shall expiz:e sixty days from this date unless extended. 

ATTEST: 

b ·· SECRETAR~ 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, 1 have hereunt<;> set 
my hand and caused the Great Seal of the State of 
Florida to be affixed, .at Talluhassee, this 4th day of 
September, 2017. 

(2~ 
GOVERNORl . 
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