
LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
EMERGENCY RESOLUTION NO. /f..o r -~ 

DECLARING AN EVACUATION ORDER 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has declared a State of Local Emergency because of 

the serious health and safety threat to the lives and property of residents of Lee County, Florida from Hurricane 

Irma, Emergency Resolution No. 17-09-22, Attachment A. 

WHEREAS, in anticipation of Lee County being placed under a hurricane warning by the National 

Hurricane Center. 

NOW THEREFORE, as the designated official of Lee County and with the powers conferred by the 

Governor pursuant to §252.36(5), F.S., and by the Governor's Executive Order No. 17-235, Attachment B, I 

hereby order the Evacuation of: 

• Barrier Islands to include Boca Grande, Cayo Costa/Useppa Island/Cabbage Key, Upper 

Captiva, Captiva Island, Sanibel , Town of Fort Myers Beach including San Carlos Island, and 

Bonita Beach, as shown in Attachment C; and 

• Evacuation Zone A; and 

• Flood prone areas solely around the Imperial River between East Terry, Bonita Beach Road 

and 1-75, as shown in Attachment D, 

in order to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Lee County. This order is effective 

immediately. 

All persons residing in the area(s) identified in Attachments C and D must evacuate their residence and 

proceed to a designated emergency public shelter or other safe areas in and out of Lee County over primary 

evacuation routes. 

It is further ordered that all persons residing in mobile homes, recreational vehicles, or manufactured 

homes, in any part of Lee County, and live aboard vessels (in the municipality of Cape Coral) evacuate. Any 
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Attachment A 

LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
EMERGENCY RESOLUTION NO. 17-09-22 

DECLARING ASTATE OF LOCAL EMERGENCY 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA RELATING TO THE DECLARATION OF A 
STATE OF LOCAL EMERGENCY RELATING TO HURRICANE IRMA. 

WHEREAS, the National Hurricane Center has recognized the danger to coastal 

residents of Florida from Hurricane Irma, and the Governor of Florida has declared a 

State of Emergency for every county in the State of Florida due to the severity and 

magnitude of Hurricane Irma (attached), and 

WHEREAS, the current error of the National Hurricane Center's meteorological 

forecast does not allow for an accurate prediction of the track qf Hurricane Irma; and 

WHEREAS, Hurricane Irma has the potential for causing life threatening 

conditions and extensive damage to public utilities, public buildings, public

communication systems, public streets and roads, public drainage systems, commercial 

and residential buildings and areas; and 

WHEREAS, §252.38(3)(a)(5), Florida Statutes, provides authority for political 

subdivisions to declare a State of Local Emergency and to waive the procedures c;~nd 

formalities otherwise required of political subdivisions in order tp take whatever action is 

necessary to ensure the health, safety, and welfare of the-community; and 

WHEREAS, Lee County Ordinance. Number 87-01, states that when a quorum of 

the Board of County Commissioners is unable to meet, the Chairperson of the Board of 

County Commissioners, or the Vice-Chairperson in his/her absence, or the County 

Administrator or his/her designee in the absence of the Chairperson, or Vice-Chairperson 

is authorized to declare a State of Local Emergency. 

WHEREAS, the duratio,h of this State of Local Emergency is limited to seven (7) 

days; however, it may be extended, as deemed necessary by .the Board of County 

Commissioners or pursuant to Lee County Ordinance 87-01 for additional terms in seven 

(7) day increments, 



NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED this 51h day of September, 2017, that 

Hurricane Irma poses a serious threat to the lives and property of the residents of lee 

County and that a State of Local Emergency shall be declared effective immediately for all 

unincorporated and incorporated areas within the local boundaries of Lee County, 

Florida. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED thatthe Board of County Commissioners hereby 

exercises its authority and waives the procedures and formalities required by law of a 
political subdivision, as authorized under §252.38, Florida Statutes. · 

ATTEST: 
LINDA DOGGETT, CLERK 

~: .. cD ·:y..__m__,M. 
(T1me) 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

By:{·~-~.;;~~ ~r~u-; 
Chair 

( I 
APP~OVED AS TO FORM FOR THE 
RELIANCE OF LEE COUNTY ONLY: 

By: f!t~~~-
Office of the County Attorney 
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Attachment B 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NUMBER 17-235 
(Emergency Management- Hiudcane Irma) 

WHEREAS, as of 11:00 a.m. on Monday, Septembel· 4, 2017, HUJTicane Irina is a. majot 

hurricane located approximately 560 miles east of the Leeward Islands with i11aximum sustained 

winds of 120mph; 

·wHEREAS, the .five-day forecast from the National Hmdcane Center prediCts that, on 

Satut'day, September 9, 2017, H\trticane lrma wi11 be a major hurricane located somewhere north 

of Cuba and soitth of Andros Island in the Bahamas; 

WHEREAS, current forecast models predict that Hurricane Irma will heacUnto the Straits 

of Florida as a major ·lwn-icane; 

WHEREAS, current forecast models predict thatHurricane Irma will make iandfall 

somewhere in Smith Florida or Southwestern Florida as ·a major hu:n•icai1e; 

WHEREAS; current forecast models predict that Hurricane Irma will trave\tip the entite 

spine of Flodda; 

WHEREAS, Hurricaue Irma poses a severe threat to the entire State of Florida and 

requires that timely precautions are taken to protect the coinrhtinities, c'ritical infni.sti·uctiite, and 

general welfare ofthis State; 

Wl:IEREAS, a,s Govenior, I am responsib~e t? m¢et thr; d~gers presented to this state and 

:its people by this emergency~ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICK SCOTT, as Governor of Florida, by virtue of the 

authority vested in :nre by Article IV, Section 1 (a) of the · Flodda Constitution and by the Fl.orida 



Emergei1cy Management Act; as amended, and all other applicableJaws, promulgate the foUowiJ1g 

Executive Order; to take immediate effect: 

Section 1. Because of the foregoing conditions, I declare that a state of emergency exists 

in every qmnty in the State of Florida; 

Section 2. I designate the Director of the Divisiqn of Emergency Management as the State 

Coordinating Officer for th~ duration of this emergency and direct him to execute the State's 

Comprehensive EnJergency Management Plan and otherresponse, recovery, and mitigation plans 

necessary to cope with the emergency. Pursuant to section 252.36(1 )(a), Florida Statutes, I 

delegate to the State Coord.inating Officet: the a11thority to e~ercise those powets delineated in 

sections 252.36(5)-(1 0), Florida Statutes, which he shall exercise as needed to mee~ this 

emergency) subject to the limitations of $CCtion 252.33, Florida Statutes. In exercisihgthe powers 

delegated by this Order; the State Coordinating Officer shall confer with the Governor to the fullest 

extent practicable. The State Coordinating Officer shall also have the authority to: 

A. Invoke and <:~dminister the Emergency Management Assistance Compact 

("EMAC") (sections 252.92l -~933, . Florida Statutes) and other compacts and agreenie·nts existing 

between the State of Florida aild other states, and the further authotity to coordinate the aUoc.ation. 

of resources from such other states that are ma<Je avaiJable to Florida under such compl:}()ts and 

agreements so as best to rpeet this ernergency. 

B. Seek direct assistarice and enter into agreements with · any and all agencies of 

the Unit9q States Government annay be needed to meet the emergency. 

C. Direct all state, regional and local governmental agencies, includiri& . Jaw 

enforcement agencies, to ideiltif>; personnel needed. from those agencies to assis.t in meeting the 
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needs created by this emergency; and to place all such personnel under the dii'ect col11inand ai1d 

coordii1a1ioli of the State Coordinating Officer to meet this emergency. 

D. Designate Deputy State Coordinating Officers. 

E. Suspend the effect of any statute, rule; or order that would in any way prevent, 

hinder, or delay any mitigation, response, or recovery action necessary to cope with this 

emergency. 

F: Enter orders as may be needed to implemeJit any of the foregoing powers; 

ho\Veyet, the requirements of sections 252A6 and 120.54( 4), florida Statutes, do not apply to any 

such orders issued by the State Coordinating Officer. 

Section 3: I order the Adjutant General to activate the Flotida National Guard, as needed, 

to deal with this emergency. 

Section 4. I find that the special duties and responsibilities resting upon some State; 

regional, and .local agencies and other governmental bodies in responding to the emergency rna>' 

require t_hem to waive or deviate from the statutes, rules, ordinances, and orders they administer: 

Therefore; I issue the following atJtborizations: 

A. Pursuant to ~ection 252.36(1 )(a), Florida Statutes, the Executive Office of the 

Goveri1or ri1ay \\;aive all statutes and rules affecting budgeting to the extent necessary to p1'ovide 

budget authority for state agencies to cope with this emergency. The requirements of seCtions 

252.46 and 120.54(4), Florida Statu~es, do not apply to a11y such walvei' issued by the Executive 

Officeofthe Governor. 

B. Each State agency may suspend the provisions of an)i regulatory statute 

pres.critifn.g the procedmes for conduct of state business · or the orders· or rules of that agenqy, if 

striCt compliance with the proviSions of any such statute, order, or n1le would in ariy way pre\,ent, 
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hinder, or delay necessaty action in coping with the etm:rgency. This includes, but is not limited 

to, the authority to suspend any and all statutes, rules, ordinances, or orders which affect leasing, 

pl'inting, purchasing, travel , and the condition of employment and the compensation of employees. 

For the purposes of this Execi1tive Order, "necessary action in coping with the emergency" means 

any emergency mitigation, response, or recovery acti0n: (I) prescribed tn the State. 

Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan ("CEMP"); or, (2) directed by the State 

Coordinating Officer.- Ai1y wai\rer of statutes, rules, ordinances, or orders shall be by ehietgency 

rule or order in accordance with sections 120.54(4) and 252.46, Florida Statutes, and shall expire 

thirty days from the date of this Executive Order, unless extended in increments Of no more than 

thirty days by the agency, and in no event shall remain in effect beyond the earlier of the date of . . 

expiration of this Order, as extended, or ninety (90) days from the date ofissuatice of this brder. 

C. In accord!lnce With se.ction 252.38, Florida Statutes, each political subdivision 

within the State of Floridi,l n'lay waive the procedures and forinalities otherwise reqtlired of the 

political subdivision by law petiail}ing to: 

1) Performance of public work and taking whatever prudei)t action ts 

necessary to ens.ure the health, safety, and Welfare of the community; 

2) Entering into contracts; 

3) Incttrring obligations; 

4) Einploymeiltofpermanent and temp.oraty workers; 

5) Util,ization of:volur1teer workers; 

6) Rentalofequipment; 

7) Acquisition and distribution; with or without compensation, of supplies; 

materi{lls, and facilities; and, 
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8) Appropriation and expenditure of public funds. 

b .. A1l agel1des whose employees are certified by the American Red Cross as 

disaster servicevolunteers within the meaning of Section i 1 0.120(3), Florida Statutes1 may release . . . 

any s~Ichemployees for such service as requested by the Red Cross to meet this emergency. 

E, The Secretary ofthe Florida DepattJ11erit of Transportation (DOT) may: 

1) Waive the coilectio11 of tolls and other fees and charge.s fot the use of the 

Turnpike and other public highways, to the extent SlJch waiver may be needed to J;ll"Ovide 

emergency assistance or facilitate the evacuation of the affected counties; 

2) Reverse the flow of traffic ol· close a11y and all road~, highways, and portions 

ofhighways as may be needed for the safe and effkient transpotiation of e\'act1ees to those _counties 

that the State Coordinating Officer may designate as destination counties for evacuees in thi~ 

et}1ergency; · 

3) Suspend enforcement of the registration requirements pursuant to sections 

316.545(4} and 320.0115, Florida Statutes, for commercial Jnbtor vehicles that enter Florida to 

provideemerg(;ncy services or suppli~s, to tfanspott en1ergency equipment, supplies or personnel, 

or to transport FEMA mobile ho.mes or .office style mobile homes into or from Florida; 

4) Waive the hotn:sofsetvice reqtiii·ements for such vehicles; 

5) Waive by speCial peonit the \varning signal reqtiirements in the Utility 

A9CO[llmodations Manual to accmnmodate public utilityco1npanies from otherjurisdidions which 

rendex:assistance In restoring vital services; and, 

6) Waive the size and weight testrictionsfor divisible loads on any vehicles 

transporting emergency equipment~ services; supplies; afid agricl.lltural commodifies and citrus as 

recommended by the Commissioner-of Agriculture, <~llowing the establishment of alternate size 



and weight restrictioris for all such vehicles for the duration of the emergency. The DOT shall 

issue pern1its and such vehicles shall be Subject to such special conditions as the DOT 1i1ay endorse 

on any suchperinits. 

Nothing in this 'EX,eClitive Order shail be construed to ail ow any vehi(:;)e to exceed weight 

limits posted for bddges and like structures, or relieve any vehicle or the c·arrier, owner, or driver 

. of any vehicle from coinplii:mce with any i~estrictions othei· than those specified i1i this Executive 

Order, or ftom any statute, tule, order, or other kgal requirement not specifically waived herein or 

by supplemental order by the State Coordirtating Officer; 

F. The Executive Director of the Department of Highway Safety anJ Motor 

Vehicles (DHSMV) li1ay: 

1) Suspend enforcement of the registration requirements pursuant to sections 

316.545(4) and 320.0715, Fl.orida: Statutes, for co,rnmercial motor vehicles that enterFlorida to 

provide ~mergenyY service$ or supplies, to transport emergency equipment, supplies or personnel, 
. . ! - . 

otto transport FEMA mobile homes or office style mobile h01nes into or' from Florida; 

2) Waive the hours of service requirements for such vehicles; 

3) Suspend the enforcement ofthe licensing andrcgistratiOI:J requi~:em~nts 

under the International Fuel Tax Agreement (IFTA) pursuant to Chapter 207 Florida Stattites, and 

theinternational Registration Plan {JRP) pursuant to section 320.071 5; Florida Statutes, for niotor 

carri.ers or drivers operating commercial motor vehicles that are properly registered in othet 

jurisdictions and that are participating in emergency relief efforts through the transportation. of 

e.qlllptnent and supplies or providing other assistance in the form of eJnergency services; 

4) Waive fees for duplicate or replacement veS!>el registration certificates, 

vessel title certificates, vehicle license plates, vehicle registration certificates, . vehicle tag 

6 



. .. 

certificates, vehicle title certificates, handicapped parking permits, replacement drivers ' licenses, 

and replacement identi~cation cards and to waive the additional fees for the late renewal of or 

application for such licenses, certjficates, atld documents due to the effects of adverse we:athcr 

conditions; and, 

5) Defer administrative actions and waive fees imposed by Jaw for the late 

renewal or application for the above licenses, certificates, al1d docunients; which were delayed due 

to the effects of adverse weather conditions, includitig in co tin ties wherein the DHSMV bas closed 

offices, or any office of the County Tax Collector that 1:\Cts on bel}(llf ofthe DHSMV to process 

renewals has closed offices due to adverse weatherconditibns, 

Recordkeepirtg and other applicable requirements for existing IFTA and lRP licensees and 

registrants are .not affected hy this orde!'. The DHSMV shall promptly notify the State 

Coordiimting Officer v.rhen the waiver is no longer necessary. 

G. In accordance with section 465.0275, Florida Statutes, pharmacists 111~y 

dispense up to a 30-day emergency prescription refill of maintenance medication to persons who 

reside in an 1:1rea or county covered under this Executive Order and to emergency personneL who 

have been activated by tlwir st<lt.e and local agency but who do not reside ia an area or county 

covered by this Executive Ordec 

H. All State agencies responsible for tlie use of State buildings and facilities may 

close sttch bOil dings and facilities ii1 those portions ofthe State affected by this emergency; to the 

extent to meet this emergeL1CY. I direct each State agency to report the closure of any State bqilding 

or facility to the Secretary of the Dep~,tl'tment of Mamigethent Services. Under the authority 

c.ontained in section 252.36, Florida Statutes, I direct each County to report. the closure of any 

buildir1g or' facility operated or maintaineq by the County or any political subdivision therein to 
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the Secretary of the Department of Management Services. Furthermore, I direct the Secretary of 

the Department ofManagement Services to; 

1) Maintain an accurate and up-to-date list of all such plosurcs; a11d, 

2) Provide th<1t list daily to the State Coordinating Officer. 

l. All State agencies may ·. abrogate the time requirements, J'lOtice requirements, 

and deadJines fot final action on applications for perniits, licenses,' rates, and other approvals tinder 

any statutes or rules u11det which such application ate deemed to be .approved unless disapproved 

in writil1g_by specified deaQiines, and aU such time requirements that have not yet expired as of 

the date of this Executive Order are suspended a,nd toJied to the extent needed to meet this 

emergency. 

Section 5. All public facilities, including elementary and secondary schools, community 

colleges, state 1,miversities, and 9ther f<\cilities owned or leased by the state, rt!gional or local 

govemm.el1ts that are suitable for liSe as pttblic shelters shall be made available at the request of 

the local emergency management agencies to ensure the proper reception and care ofall evacuees. 

Under the authority contained in section 252.36, Florida Statutes; I direct the SuperinteJident of 

each public school distdct in the State of Florida to repcHt the closure ofany school within its 

district to the Commissioner of the Florida Department of Education. Ftirthermore, I direct the 

Commissioner of the Department of Education to: 

A. Mai11tain an accUrate and up~to-date Jist ofall such closures; ;:thd; 

B, Provide that list dE!iiY to the State Coordinating Officer. 

Section 6. I find that the demands placed upon the ftinds approp1'iated to the agencies of 

the State of Florida and to Ioc(ll agencies are. ~Jru:easonably great .and rnay be inadequate to pay the 

costs of coping with this disaster. In accorda1_1ce with section 252.37(2), Florida Statutes; I direct 
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that suffici.ertt funds be made available, as needed, by ti:imsferring and expending moneys 

appropriated for other purposes, moneys from unappropriated st:1rp!us funds, or from the Buqgct 

Stabilization Ftmd. 

Section 7. All State agendes entering eni.ergency final orders or other final actions in 

response to this emergency shall advise. the State Coordinating Officer conteri1potaneously or as 

soon as practicable. 

Section 8. Medical professionals and workers, social workers, and counselors with good 

and valid professional licenses issued qy .states other than the State of Flotida may render such 

services in Florida during this emergency for persons affected by this emergency with the 

co11dition that such services be rendeted to such persons free of charge, and with the further 

condition that s.uch seJ;vices be render:ed under the auspiGes ofthe Anieri<~an Red Cross or Jhe 

FloridaDepartm.ent of Health. 

Section 9. Pursuant to section 501.160, Florida Statute~; it is unlavvntl and a violation of 

section 501.204 for a person to retit or sell or offer to rent or sell at an unconscionable price within 

the area for \vhich the state of emergency is declared, any essential commodity including, but not 

limited to, supplies, services, provisions, or equipment that is necessary for consumption or use as 

a direct rest1lt ofthe emergency. 

Section 10. Under the authority tontaii1ed in sectiOns 252.36(5)(a), (g), and (m); Florida 

Statutes, 1 clitect that, for the purposes of this emergent)', the term "es:?entials", as defined by 

section 252.359(2), Ffodda Statutes, shall be the same as _and no more expansive than the term 

"commodity''; as defined by section. 50Ll60(l)(a), Florida Statutes (hereinafter referred to 

eollectively or alternatively as "essential com,moditi¢s'i). Accordingly, any person who (jelivers 

essential commodities to a location in the area(i) declared-to be under a state of emergency by this 
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Executb/e 01'der, and when necessary to ensure that those commodities are made available to the 

public, may. travel within evacuated areas and exceed curtews, provided the Slate Coordinating 

Officer det~miines, after consultation with the appi"opriate Emergency Slippmt Function(s), that: 

A. L;1w enforcement officials in the declared atea(s)can provide adequate security 

to protect the essential commodities from theft; 

B. The weight of a delivery vehicle will not jeopardize the sth1ctural integrity of 

any roadway or bridge located, withit1 the declared area; 

C. Delivery vehicles will not negatively impact evacuation activities in the 

declared area(s); and, 

D. Delivery vehicles will not negatively impact any response or recovery activities 

occurring within the declared area(s). 

Aftetconsulting \vith the appropriate El'nergency Suppot't Function(s); and after consulting 

with local officials, the State Coordinating Officer may dictate the routes of ingress, egtess, and 

movement within the declared area(s) that drivers must follow when delivering essential 

commodities. 

Provided he or she is actually delivering medications; any person authorized to deliver 

medications under cha:ptei" 893, Florida Statutes, qualifies as a person delivering essential 

commodities. 

lnorderto qualify as a person delivering essential cmntnodities under this sectioi1, a perSM 

nntst be irt th¢ process of delivering essential conirn()ditit!~. only. If an in4ividqal is transportirig 

both essential and non~esse11tial cominodities, then this sectioi1 shall not provide ahy autho~ization 

forthathidividual to entednto or move within fhe deClared area(s). 



Section I I. Consistent with Executive Order 80~29, nothing in this Order shall prevenJ 

local jutisdictions in any ai"ea not declated to be under a .state of emergency by this Executh'e 

Order from taking prompt and necessary action to save lives and protect the propetty of their 

citizens, incJuding the authority to compel and direct timely evacuation when necessary. 

Section 12. I authorize the Florida Housing Finance Corporation to distribute funds 

pursuant to section 420.9073, Flol'ida Statutes, to any county, mtirticipality, or other political 

sitbdivisioi1 located within the area(s) declared to be under a state of emergef1cy by this executive 

order. The: authority of the Florida Housi}1g Finance Corporation to distribute funds under this 

state of emergency shall expire six months from the date of this Order. 

Section 13. All actioi1s taken by the Director of the Division of Emergency Manttgement 

with respect to this emergency before the issuance of this Executive Order are ratified. This 

Executive Order shall expire sixty days fro in this date unless extended, 

ATTEST: 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set 
my hand and caused the Great Seal of the State of 
. Florida to. be affixed, at Tallahassee, this 4th day of 
Septen1 ber, 2017. 

(2~ 
GOVERNORt . . 
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