Buy Flood Insurance for your home and contents
Everyone lives in an area with some flood risk—it’s just a question of whether you live in a high-risk, low-risk, or moderate-risk flood area.
Floods are the most common natural disaster in the United States. The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) reports that nearly 40% of flood insurance claims are for properties in moderate to low-risk areas. 
During a major weather event, soil may not absorb rainwater fast enough and storm drains may not be able to handle the runoff, which may lead to flooding. Just one inch of water in your home is enough to cause up to $25,000 worth of damage.
Most homeowner and renter insurance policies do not cover damages by overland rising water flooding. Whether you rent or own your home or business, make sure to ask your insurance agent about contents coverage. It is not automatically included with the building coverage.
Frequently, homeowners in low-risk areas make the mistake of not purchasing flood insurance. Just because your risk is lower, it doesn’t mean you’re immune from flooding. Flood insurance can help protect you from the devastating expenses caused by flooding. Even if your property is in a low-risk zone, or if you don’t have a mortgage and are not required to have flood insurance, consider getting an NFIP policy anyway. Take advantage of the preferred rate discounted policy for flood insurance.  
The NFIP, which is administered by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, is a federal provider of flood insurance policies. Flood insurance is required for mortgages on structures in areas designated as a Special Flood Hazard Area & Coastal High Hazard Area. Lee County joined the NFIP in September 1984 when the County adopted its first Flood Insurance Rate Maps. Those maps establish flood zones and base flood elevations to determine the cost of flood insurance premiums.
Once you know what flood zone you’re in, work with your insurance provider to ensure you purchase the right type and amount of flood insurance (for your home and contents) you’ll need to protect yourself. Find My Flood Zone
Here are some fast facts about flood insurance:
· You don’t need to own your home or business to get an NFIP policy. The NFIP offers insurance for renters’ possessions. 
· In addition to the insurance coverage, it may also be an advantage if you sell the property to a buyer who finances with a mortgage. The policy may transfer to the new owner, possibly offering some cost savings.
· There is typically a 30-day waiting period before flood insurance becomes effective.
· Typically, contents coverage is a separate flood policy.
· Read about the mandatory purchase of flood insurance, follow this link.
· Find a flood insurance provider, follow this link. 
· 5 common myths about flood insurance follow this link. 
· What impacts flood insurance policy costs, follow this link.  
· Frequently Asked Questions, follow this link.  
Ready to purchase flood insurance? Go to https://www.floodsmart.gov/flood-insurance/buy or call 800-427-2419.
