7. RIGHTS-OF-WAY

The Lee County right-of-way along the Burnt Store Road throughout the study area (from Charlotte County line to Van Buren Parkway) is 200-ft wide. This includes the existing 22-ft wide paved roadway and the side swales/ditches running North-South on either side of Burnt Store Road. The cross-drain culverts across Burnt Store Road are entirely within the Lee County right-of-way. There are also several side-drain culverts across City of Cape Coral streets such as Kismet Parkway, Deliliah Drive, and NW 26th Terrace that join Burnt Store Road on either side. Side drain culverts are also present beneath the driveways into the mining areas.

The available right-of-way along Burnt Store Road should be an important consideration for future roadway expansion as well as proposed flood control improvements. The shallow North-South swales/ditches running parallel to Burnt Store Road within the existing right-of-way help convey significant flows to Yucca Pen creek and Gator Slough canal. Hence future roadway expansion plans should incorporate provision for these conveyances and associated culverts and control structures as in the existing conditions. If future roadway expansion is planned to utilize the entire 200-ft right-of-way eliminating the side swales/ditches, purchase of additional right-of-way or drainage easements on either side of Burnt Store Road will be necessary to relocate the side swales/ditches. Cooperation with the City of Cape Coral and private land-owners will be necessary for this task.

CONCLUSIONS:

1. The existing Lee County right-of-way is 200-ft wide along Burnt Store Road from Charlotte County line up to Van Buren Parkway and beyond.

2. Burnt Store Road is an existing 22-ft wide paved roadway.

3. The existing right-of-way also includes several side-drain culverts across side streets joining Burnt Store Road.

4. Shallow swales/ditches are located on either side of Burnt Store Road within the existing right-of-way. These swales/ditches convey significant flows to Gator Slough canal and Yucca Pen Creek.

5. Future expansion plans for Burnt Store Road within the study area should incorporate provisions for the North-South swale/ditch conveyances on either side of the road and control structures.

6. Cooperation with the City of Cape Coral and private land-owners will be necessary for Burnt Store Road expansion plans.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Purchase of additional right-of-way or drainage easements is recommended if the entire 200-ft right-of-way will be utilized for roadway expansion.
2. Development of the roadway expansion plan and improvements to surface water conveyance elements should be closely coordinated among Lee County departments as well as the City of Cape Coral.
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