
LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
EMERGENCY RESOLUTION N0. /1 ... t>9- .ZJ 

DECLARING AN EVACUATION ORDER 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has declared a State of Local Emergency 

because of the serious health and safety threat to the lives and property of residents of Lee County, 

Florida from Hurricane Irma, Emergency Resolution No. 17-09-22, Attachment A. 

WHEREAS, in anticipation of Lee County being placed under a hurricane warning by the 

National Hurricane Center. 

NOW THEREFORE, as the designated official of Lee County and with the powers conferred 

by the Governor pursuant to §252.36(5), F.S., and by the Governor's Executive Order No. 17-235, 

Attachment B, I hereby order the Evacuation of Barrier Islands included in Attachment C, in order to 

protect the health , safety, and welfare of the citizens of Lee County. This order is effective for Friday 

morning, September 8, 2017. 

All persons residing in the area(s) identified in Attachment C must evacuate their residence 

and proceed to a designated emergency public shelter or other safe areas in and out of Lee County 

over primary evacuation routes. 

It is further ordered that all persons residing in mobile homes, recreational vehicles, or 

manufactured homes, in any part of Lee County, and live aboard vessels (in the municipality of Cape 

Coral) evacuate. Any person not abiding by this Evacuation Order is guilty of a second degree 

misdemeanor, Florida Statutes §252.50. 
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Attachment A 

LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
EMERGENCY RESOLUTION NO. 17-09-22 

DECLARING A STATE OF LOCAL EMERGENCY 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA RELATING TO THE DECLARATION OF A 
STATE OF LOCAL EMERGENCY RELATING TO HURRICANE IRMA. 

WHEREAS, the National Hurricane Center has recognized the danger to coastal 

residents of Florida from Hurricane Irma, and the Governor of Florida has declared a 

State of Emergency for every county in the State of Florida dUe to the severity ahd 

magnitude of Hurricane lrma(attached), and 

WHEREAS, the current error of the National Hurricane Center's meteorological 

forecast does not allow for an accurate prediction of the track of Hurricane Irma; and 

WHEREAS, Hurricane Irma has the potential for causing life threatening 

conditions and extensive dam·age to public utilities, publjc buildings, public 

communication systems, public streets and roads, public drainage systems, commerCial 

and residential buildings and areas; and 

WHEREAS, §252.38(3)(a)(5), Florida Statutes, provides authority for political 

subdivisions to deQiare a State of Local Eniergency and to Waive the procedures _and 

formalities otherwise reqUired of political subdivisions in order to take whatever action is 

necessary to ensure the health, safety, and welfare of the community; and 

WHEREAS, Lee County Ordinance Number 87-01, states that when a quorum of 

the Board of County Commissioners is unable to meet, the Chairperson of the Board of 

County Commissioners, or the Vice-Chairperson in his/her absence, or the County 

Administrator or his/her designee in the absence of the Chairperson, or Vice-Chairperson 

is authorized to de,clare a State of Local Emergency. 

WHEREAS, the duration of this State of Local Emergency is limited to seven (7) 

days; _however, it may be e~tended, as deemed necessary by .the Board of County 

Commissioners or pursuant to Lee County Ordinance 87-01 for additional terms in seven 

(7) day incr~ments . 



NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED this 51h day of September, 2017, that 

Hurricane Irma poses a serious threat to the lives and property of the resid~nts of Lee 

County and that a State .of Local Emergency shall be declared effective immediately for all 

unincorporated and incorporated ·areas within the local boundaries of Lee County, 

Florida. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of County Corn missioners hereby 

exercises its authority and waives the procedures and formalities required by law of a 
political subdivision, as authorized undef§252.38, Florida Statutes. · 

ATTEST: 
LINDA DOGGETT, CLERK 

_f4: co f>Jl::L ,M. 
(Time) 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONE:RS 
OF LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
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Attachment B 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERN.OR 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NUMBERl7-235 
(Emergency Management- Hurl'icane Irma) 

WHEREAS, as of 11:00 a.m. on Monday, September4, 2017,Hmticane Irma is a majoi· 

hurricane located approximately 560 miles easfofthe Leeward Islands with "inaxilhum sustained 

winds of 120 mph; . 

·w}IEREAS, tbe five-day forecast from the National Hurricane Center predicts that, on 

Satw'day; September 9, 2017, Hurricane ft'ma will be a major hurriCane located somewhei·e nm1h 

of Cuba and sot.1th of Andros lslahd in the Bahainas; 

WHEREAS) currentfoi·ecast models predict thatHimicane lnna wiJI head into the Straits 

of Florida as a major hurricane; 

WHEREAS; current forecast models predict that Hurricane Irma will make landfall 

somewhere in South Flotida or Sout,hwesteril Floi'ida as a maj<W htm'icai1e; 

WHEREAS; current fotecast models predict that Hurricane ltma wllJ travel up the entire 

spine of Florida~ 

WHEREAS, Hurric~ne Irr,na poses a severe threat to the e1_1tire State of Floric]a and 

reqnires that tilnely precautions are taken tb protect the cohitht:mities, critical infrastructure; m1d 

. general welfare of this State; 

W.HEREAS, as Govemor, .I am respopsH:i~e to meet the dangers presented t~ this .state and . -- - - - - , . . . 

fts ·peo_ple by this emergency; 
' ' . 

· · NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICK SCOTT, .as Governor of Florida, by virtue of the 

authority vested h1 me by Article IV, Section 1 (a) of the Flotlda Constitution and by the Florida 
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Emergei1cy Management Act, as amended, and all other applicable laws, promulgate the following 

Executive Order, to take immediate effect: 

Sectio11 J. Beyause of the fbr¢going conditions, 1 declare that a. state of emergency exists 

in every county in the .State of Florida. 

Section 2. 1 designate the Director of the Division of Emergency Management as the State 

Coordinating Officer for thv duration ofthis emergency and direct him to execute fhe State's 

Comprehensive Eniergency Management Plan and other respo11se; recovery, and mitigation plans 

necessary to cope with the emerg~;:ncy. Pursuant to section 252.36(1 )(a), Florida Statutes~ I 

delegate to tl1e State Coordinating Officer the authority to exercise those powers delineated jn 

sections 252.36(5)-(10), Florida ,Statutes, which he shall exercise as needed to met';~ this 
. . 

emergency, subject to the. li.mitations of section252.33, Florida Statutes. In exercising the powers 

delegated by this Order; the State' Coordinating Officer shall confer with the Governor to the fullest 

extent practicable. The State Coordinating Officer shall also have the authority to: 

A. Invoke and admlnister the Emergency Management Assistance Compact 

("EMAC'1
) (sections 252.921 ~.933, Florida Statutes) and other conipacts and agreements existing 

betweettthe State of Florida and other states, and tht< furtherauthodty to coordinate the allocation 

of resources from such oti1er states tl\at are twide ava1.Iable to Florida under · such comp~cts and 

agreements so as best to rpeet this ettiergency. 

B. Seek direct assistance and enter into agreements with any and all agencies of 

the Un,ited States Goverm:nent annay be need~d to meet the emergency. 

C. Direct ali state, regional mid local goVernmental agencies, inCluding law 

enforceinetit agencies, to idetltify personnel needed, from those agencies to assist in meeting the 
• < • ' • 
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needs created by this emergeilcy, and to place ail such personnel under the direct coniinand and 

coordiJiatioh Of the State Coordinating Officer to meet this emergency. 

D. Designate Deputy State Coordinating Officers. 

E. Suspend the effect ofany statute, rule, or otdet that would in any way prevent, 

~ 

hinder, or delay any mitigation, response, ot recovery action necessary to cope with this 

emergency. 

F: Enter oi·ders as may be needed to implemetit any Of the foregoing powers; 

ho·wever, the requireme11ts of sections 252.46 and 120.54( 4), Florida Statutes, do not apply to any 

such.ordei·s issued by the State CoordinatingOfficer. 

Section 3 : I order the Adjutant General to activate the Florida National Guard; as needed, 

to deal with this ememency. 

Section4. I find that the speCial duties and responsibilities resting upon sonie State., 

regional, and local agencies arid other governmet1tal bodie~ in respmiding to the eiiJe:tgcncy max 

require thern· to waive or deviate from the st&tutes, rtlles, ordinances, and otders they administer: 

Therefore, I issue the following authqrizations: 

A Pursuant to section 252.36(i)(a), Florida Statutes, the Executive Office of the 

Govemot may vvaive alL statutes and rules affecting budgeting to the e>:tentne(;essary to provide 

budget authority for state agencies to cope with this emergency. The requlre!nents of sections 

252.46 and 120.54(4), Florida Statutes, do not apply to any such waiver isstted by the Executive 

Office of the Governor. 

B. Each State agency ni.ay suspend the provisions of any regullltory statute 

prescribing the proced:UJ'es for. conduct of state business or the orders o~· rules of tha,t agenqy, if 

strict compliance with ~he ·provisions of any such statute, order, or mle would il1 any way prevent, 
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hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with the emergency. This includes, but is not limited 

to, the authority to suspend any and all statutes, rules, ordiilances, or orders \vhich affecdeasing, 

printing, putchasing, travel, and the condition of employment and the compensatioil of employees. 

For the purposes of this Execiitive Order, "necessary action in coping with the emergency" m¢·ans 

any emergency mitigation, respops~, or recovery actiqn: (I) prescribed In the State 

Comprehensive Emergency Management J'>Jan ("CEMP"); or, (2) directed by the State 

Coordjnating Officet'. Any waiver of statutes, rules, ordinances, or orders shall be by einergency 

rule orordc1' .in accordance with sections 120.54(4) and 252.46; Florida Statutes, and shall expire 

thirty days from the date of this Executive Order, ~mless extended in increments of no mote than 

thirty days by the agency, and in no event shall remain in effect beyond the earlier of the date of 

expiration of this Order, as extended, or ninety (90) days from the date of issuahce of this Order. 

C. In accordance with sectio11 252.38, Florida Statutes, each political subdivi$ion 

within the State of Florida: may waive the procedures and formalities otherwise tequired of the 

political subdivision by Jaw pe11aining to: 

1) Perforrhance of public wotk and taking whatever pn1dent action 1s 

necessary to ensure the' nealih; safety; and Welhtre ofthe con1munHy; 

2) Entering into contracts; 

3) Incurringobligations; 

4) Employment of permanent andteni.porary workers; 

5) Util.ization of volunteer workers; 

6) Rental of equipment; 

7) Acquisition and distribution; with or without compensation, of supplies, 

materials, and facilities; and, 



8) Approptiation and expenditure of public funds . .. ·- . . . 

b. All agei1cies whOse employees are certified by the American Red Cross C!S 

disasterservice.volunteerswithin the memiingofSectiori i 1 0.120(3), Florida Statut~s,may n:dease 

any suchei:nployees for such service as requested by the Red Cross to meet this emergency. 

E. The Secretary ofthe Florida Departh1ent ofTrm1sportafion (DOT) rimy: 

1) Waive the collection of tolls and other· fees and charges for the use. of the 

Turnpike and other public highways, to the extent such · waiver ma)1 be needed to provide 

emergency assistance or facilitate the evacuation of the affected counties; 

2) Reverse the flow oftraffic or close ai1y and alI toacls; hig1n\iays, and portions 

ofllighw<1ys as may be needed for the safe .and efficient transpotiation of evactiees to those counties 

that the State Coordinating Officer may designate as de~>tination counties for evacuees in this 

emergency; 

3) Suspend enforcement of the registration tequitements pursuant to sections 

316545( 4) and 320.0115, Florida Statutes, fof commercial rnotor vehiCles that enter Florida to 

prO\iide enwrgency services or suppli~s, to transport en1ergency equipment, supplies or perSonnel, 

or to transport FEiviA mobile homes or offi~e style mobile homes into ot front Florid(l; 

4) Waive the hoiu~s ofsetviee re(!Uii·ementsforsuch vehiCles; 

5) Waiv~ by spet_ial· petiliitthe warning signal requirements in the Utility 

Accommodations Manualto accomJ;nodate pu)?Ji(; uti lit)'companies froin otherjurisdietions which 

render assistance in restating vital sel·vices; and, 

· 6) Waive the size artd weighn·estricllons for divisible loads on any vehicles 

transporting einergency equipment, services; supplies, an.d agrict~lturat commodities and citnts as 

recori:nnended by the Commissioner ofAgricultme, allo,vingthe establishment of alternate size 
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arid weight restrictio1is for all such vehicles for the duration of th~ emergency. The DOT shall 

issue p<;:rn1its and suoh vehicles shall be Subject to such special conditions as !he DOTrnay endorse· 

on any such permits, 

Nothing in this Executive Order shall be construed to allow any vehicle to exceed weight 

limits posted for bridges and like stntctures, or relieve any vehicle or the carrier, owner; or driver 

of any vehicle fi'oni cotnpliance with any restrictions other than those specified in this Ex.ecutive 

Order, or from any statute, rule, ordet, or other legal requirement not specifically Waived herein or 

by supplemental order by the State Coordinating Officer; 

F. The Executive Director of the Department of Highway Safety and Motor 

.Vehicles {DHSMV) may: 

1) Suspend enforcement of the registration requirements pursuant to sections 

3. 16.545(4) and 320.0715, Florida: Statutes, for commercial motor vehicles that enterFlot:ida to . - . . 

provide emergency services or supplies, to transport emergency equipment, supplies or personnel, 
' 

bi' to:trarispmi FEMA mobile homes or office style riwbile homes into orfrom Florida; 

2) ·Waive the hours of se1Vice requirements for such \iehicl<';s; 

3) Suspend the enforcement of the licensi11g and registratio!l require111ents 

under the International Fuel Tax _Agreement (IFTA) pursuant to Chapter207 Florida Statutes, and 

the International Registration Pla11 (IRP) pursuant t6 section 320.07'15, Florida Statutes, for :motoi· 

c(l.rtiers or drivers operating c~:nnmerciaL motor vehicles that are properly registered in other 

·jurisdictions and that are participating in emergency relief efforts thro'ugh the transportation. of 

eqtiipment and st:1pplies m' providing othet assistance in the forri:l ofetnergencysetvices; 

4) Waive fees for duplicate or replacement vessel registration certificates, 

vesseLtitle certificates, vehicle license plates, vehicle registration certificates, vehicle tag 
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certificates, vehicle title certificates, handicapped parking permits, replacement drivers' licenses, 

and replacement ide.ntif)cation cards and to waive the additional fees for the late renewal of or 

applicati011 for such licenses, certificates, and documents due to the et1ects of adverse weather 

conditions; and, 

5) Defer administrative actions and waive fees imposed by law for the late 

renewal or application for the above licenses, certificates, and documents, which were delayed due 

to the etiects of adverse weather conditions, including in counties wherein the DHSMV has closed 

·offices, or any office of the CountY Tax Collector that acts ()n behalf of the DHSMV fo process 

renewalshas closed offices que to adverse vveatherconditions. 

Recordkeepirtg and other applicable requirements for existing IFTA and lRP licensees and 

registrants are .t1ot affected by this order. The DHSMV shall promptly notify the State 

Coordinating Officet when the waiver is no longernecessary, 

G. In accordance with section 465.0275, Florid~ Statutes, pharmacists may . . 

dispense up to a 30-day emergency prescription refill of maintenance medication to persons who 

reside in an. area or county covered under this Executive Order and to emergency petsonnel whO 

have been activated by their state atid local agency but who do 11ot reside in an area or county 

cov(!red by this Executive Order. 

H. All State agencies i·esponsible for tlie use of State buildings and facilities may 

tlose such boil dings and facilities in those pi).ltions of the State affected b)' this emergency, to the 

extent to meet this emergency. I direct each State agency to report the closure ofany State bui !ding 

or facility to the Secretary of the Depattment of Management Services. Under the authority 

contained in section 252.36; Florida Statutes, I din~ct each County to report the closure of any 

building or facility operated or maintained by the County or any political subdivision thetein to 
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the Secretary of the Department of Management Services. Furthermore, I direct the Secretary of 

the Depar~ment of Mimagenient Services to : 

l) Maintain an accurate and. up-to-date list of all such closures; and, 

2) Provide th<tt ljst.dai]y to the State Coordinating Officer. 

I. Afl State a&encies may abrogate the time requirements, notice requirements, 

and deadlines for final action on 1ipplications for permits, licenses, rates, and other approvals under 

any statutes or rules under which such application are dee1.ned to be approved unless disapproved 

in -yvritirig by specified deadlines, and aU such time requirements that have not yet expired as of 

the date of. this Executive Order are suspended and tolled to the extent needed to m~::et this 

emergency. 

Section 5. All public facilities, including elementary and secondary schools, community 

colleges, state universities, and othet' facilities owned or leased by the state, reg~on~l or local 

governments that are suitable for use as pttbiic shelters shall be made availa.bl~ at the request of 

the local emergency management agencies t() ensure the proper reception and care ofall evacuees. 

Under the authority contained ii1 section 252.36, Florida Statutes; I direct the Superintendent of 

each public school district in the State of Florida to repo1t the closure of any school within its 

district to the Commissioner of the Florida Department of Education. Furthermore, l direct the 

Commissioner ofthe Department of Education to: 

A. Maintaifl an accurate and up-to-date list of all such closures; and, 

H. Pr~ntiqe that Hst daily to the State Coordinating Officer. 

Section 6. 1 find that the demands placed upon the funds .appropl'iated to the agencies of 

the State ofFloric!a and to loc(l.l age:ncies (:Ire unreasonably great and may be inadequate to pay the 

costs of coph1g with this disaster, In accordance with section 252.37(2), Florida Statutes; T direct 
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th~:~t sufficient funds be il1l:l.de available, as needed, by transferring and expending mot1c;:ys 

appropriated for other purposes; ntoneys froin unapf,rqpriated sllrp]J1s funds, or frorn the Buqget 

StabilizationFund. 

Section 7. AllState agencies entering en1ergency final orders or other final actions in 

response. to this emergency shall advise the State Coordinating Officer contei11potaneously or as 

soon as practi¢able . 

. Section 8. MGciical professionals and wot'kers; social workets, and counselors with good 

and validprofessiqnal licenses issued by states other ~han the State ofFlorida may render such 

services in Florida during this emergency for pel'sons affected by this emergency with the 

condition that such services be rendeted to such persons free of charge, and with the further 

condition that s~1ch serVices be rendered un<:ler the at)spices of the American Red Cross or the 

FloridaDepartn'iellt of Health. 

Section 9. Pursuant to section 50 }.160, Florida Statutes, it is unlawfhl and a violation of 

section,SO 1.204 for a person to relit or sell or offet' to retit or sell at .an ~mconscionahle price 'vithin 

the area for which the state of emergency is declared, fl.ny essentifl.l commodity including, but riot 

limited to, supplies, serviCes, provisions; or equipment that is necessary for consumption or use as 

a direct rest~lt ()f the emergency, 

Section 10. Under the authority contai!Jed in sections 252.36(5)(a7, (g),, and (ni), Flotida 

Statutes, I direct that, for the putposes of this emergency, the term "essentials", as defined by 

section 252.359(2), Florida Statutes, shall be the same 1;1s p~1d no more expansive than the term 

"conunodity'', as defined by seCtion 50l.l60(l)(a), Florida Statutes (hereinafter teferred to 

collectively or alternathrely as "essential commodities"). Accorclingl)\ any person; who ddi\'ers 

essemial commodities to a lo.cation in the area(s) deciared to be under a state ofemergcncy by this 
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Executive Order, and when necessary to ensure that those commodities are made availabl~ to the 

public, may travel 'vithin evacuated ~teas and .exceed curfews, provided the State Coordinating 

Officer det¢rmines, after consultation with the ai)propriate Emergency Suppolt Function(s), that: 

A. Law enforcement officials in the declared area(s)caJi provide adequate security 

to protect the essential commodities from theft; 

B. The weight of a delivery vehicle will notjeop~rdize the ·structural integt:ity of 

any roadway or bridge located withiti the declared atea; 

C. Delivery vehicles will not negatively impact evacuation activities in the 

declaredarei:l(s); and, 

D. Delivery vehicleswill not negatively impactany response or recovery activit.ies 

occurring within the declared area(s). 

After consulting with the appropriate Emergency Support Function(s), and after consulting 

with local officials, the State Coordinating Officer may dictate the routes of ingress, egress~ and 

movement within the declare9 area(s) thC!t drivers must follow when delivering essential 

commodities. 

Provided he or she is actualJy delivering medications; any person authorized to deliver 

medications under chapter 893, Florida Statutes, qualities as ·l:l person c{elivering essential 

commodities. 

In order to qualify as a person delivering ess¢nti_al comihodities under this sectior1, a person 

n1ust be in the process. of delivering essential commodities only. If art individual i~ trailsporting 

both essential and non-essential cominodities, then (his sectioi1 sh£!11 not provide ahy authorization 

for that indivi<;lualto enter into or mo\1e within the declared area(s). 
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Section 11. Consisteilt with Executive Otder 80-29, nothing in this Order shall prevent 

local jurisdictions in any atea not declared to be under a .state of emetgency by this Executive 

Order from taking prompt and necessary ~ction to save lives and protect the prope1ty of theil' 

citizens, it_wluding the authority to conipeland direct timely evacuation when necessary. 

Section 12. I authorize the Florida Housing Finance Corporation to distribute fimds 

pursuant to section 420.9073, Florida Statutes, to any county; nninicipality, or other political 

subdivision located \Vi thin the area(s) declared to be under a state of emergency by this executive 

order. The authority of the Florida Housing Finance CorpQration to distribute funds under this 

state of emergency shall expire six months from .the date of this Order. 

Section 13. All actions taken hythe Director of the Divjsion ofEmei:gency Management 

with. respect to this emergency before the issuance of this Executive Ordet are ratified. This 

Exectttive Order shall expit:e sixty days from this date unless extended, 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set 
my hand and caused the Great Seal of the State of 
Florida to be affixed; at Tallabassee1 this 4th day of 
Septernber, 2017. 

(2/Lc: 
GOVERNORt . 
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Captiva Island 

Hurricane Irma 
Lee County Barrier Island 

Mandatory Evacuation Areas 

Effective: 9/8/2017 

Attachment C 
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