
 
 

LEE COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD 
OLD LEE COUNTY COURTHOUSE  

EAST ROOM (2ND FLOOR)  
2120 MAIN STREET, FORT MYERS, FL 33901 

 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 2013 

10:00 AM 
 

AGENDA 
 

NOTE:  (For public review, back-up materials for the historic designation and special 

certificate of appropriateness cases will be available at the Pine Island Public Library, 10700 
Russell Road NW, Bokeelia, FL 33922 starting June 12, 2013). 

 
1. Call to Order/Review of Affidavit of Publication 
2. Approval of 5/15/13  Minutes 
3. Request to File Historic Designation (change in status from non-contributing to 

contributing) 
A. HDC2013-00001 Claunch, 4819 Pine Island Rd NW, Matlacha, FL 33993  

4. Public Hearing on a Historic Designation 
A. HDC2012-00004 Over the Waterfront/Safety Harbor Club (Ferry Boat Captain’s 

Bunk House), 44700 Escondido Lane, Captiva, FL 33924  
5. Public Hearing on a Special Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) 

Note:  A summary of the zoning relief requests is provided for informational purposes 
only.  The Lee County Zoning Division will make a determination after the Historic 
Preservation Board renders its decision. 

A. COA2013-00042 Vanwart Residence, 4898 Pine Island Rd NW, Matlacha, FL 
33993 - This project entails a minor rehab and installation of a shed. 

 
The request for Zoning Relief in the C-1 (Commercial) zoning district from the Lee 
County Land Development Code from: 
1. Relief from LDC Section 34-844, which requires a minimum side setback of 15 feet, 

to allow a 4± foot setback from the western property line to bring the existing 
structure into compliance. 

2. Relief from LDC Section 34-844 and LDC Section 34-2192(a) which requires a 
minimum street setback of 25 feet, to allow a setback of 14± feet from the southern 
property line (Pine Island Road right-of-way) to bring the existing structure into 
compliance and allow construction of a proposed wood deck. 

3. Relief from LDC Section 34-844 and  LDC Section 34-2194 which requires a 
minimum 25 foot waterbody setback, to allow a 15± feet setback from the northern 
property line (man-made canal) to bring the existing wood deck into compliance. 

 
 

(OVER) 



6. Review of the National Register Nomination for the Captiva Chapel-By-The-Sea 
Historic District – 11580 Chapin Lane, Captiva, FL 33924 

7. Items by the Public; Committee Members; Staff 
8. Next Meeting Date: July 17, 2013 

 
Any person appealing a decision made at this hearing must ensure a record of the proceedings is made.  In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, Reasonable Accommodations will be made upon request. If 
you are in need of a Reasonable Accommodation or would like additional information, please contact Janet Miller 
at (239) 533-8583. 
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MINUTES REPORT 

LEE COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD 

May 15, 2013 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Ruby Daniels     Kevin Williams (Chair) 

Marsa Detscher (Vice Chair)    Rae Ann Wessel 

James Ink      

         

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

Toni Ferrell 

Theresa Schober 

 

STAFF PRESENT: 

Janet Miller, Recording Secretary  Gloria Sajgo, Principal Planner 

Antia Richards, Planning   

        

Agenda Item 1 - Call to Order – 10:00 a.m./Review of Affidavit of Publication 

 

Mr. Williams, Chair, called the meeting to order. 

 

Ms. Miller, Recording Secretary, noted she had gotten a response from the Attorney’s office stating the 

ad for this meeting was sufficient. 

 

Agenda Item 2 – Approval of Meeting Minutes – February 20, 2013 

 

Dr. Detscher referred to Page 4 of the February 20
th

 meeting minutes and made a few corrections.  The 

two paragraphs she corrected read as follows: 

 

Dr. Detscher brought up an issue where regarding the City of Fort Myers changed a 

regulations, which enables applicants who received an unfavorable  recommendation or 

action by the Historic Preservation Commission to appeal their case to the City Council.  

There was recently an appeal, but the City Council did not overturn the Historic 

Preservation Council’s Commission’s decision.  Instead it was unanimously upheld.   She 

reviewed the case with the Board. 

 

Ms. Ferrell attended a tour at the Koreshan Historic Site; it was amazing and well done.  Lee 

Trust for Historic Preservation event “Making History Memorable” at the Koreshan State 

Historic Site. 

 

Ms. Wessel made a motion to approve the February 20, 2013 meeting minutes with the above 

corrections, seconded by Dr. Detscher.  The motion was called and passed 5-0. 

 

Agenda Item 3 – Request to File Historic Designation 

 

A. HDC2012-00004 Over the Waterfront/Safety Harbor Club (Ferry Boat Captain’s Bunk 

House) 44700 Escondido Lane, Captiva, FL 33924 
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Ms. Sajgo provided a recap that the LCHPB made a motion to file this designation at the February 20
th

 

LCHPB meeting.  It is required that a public hearing be held within a certain time frame.  Staff did not 

have any applications to bring forth in March or April and could not see meeting for this item only.  

Since the applicants were not in a hurry, she brought it forward again today.  Ms. Sajgo stated there 

would definitely be a June LCHPB meeting, so once the LCHPB makes a motion to file the 

designation again, the public hearing will take place at the June LCHPB meeting. 

 

Dr. Detscher referred to the Designation Report and noted there was a typo under “Name of Property” 

where it lists the “Historic Name.”  It should be “Ferry Boat Captain’s Bunk House” instead of “Ferry 

Boar Captain’s Bunk House.”  Staff stated they would correct this typo. 

 

Mr. Ink made a motion to file it for designation, seconded by Dr. Detscher.  The motion was 

called and passed 5-0. 

 

Agenda Item 4 – Update on the Preservation Plan for Whidden’s Marina in Boca Grande 

 

Ms. Sajgo gave a brief summary of this project, which was followed by Ms. Linda Stevenson who 

gave a PowerPoint presentation. 

 

Ms. Wessel asked if this zoning issue surfaced as a result of the restoration plan. 

 

Ms. Sajgo stated the owner’s of the Whidden’s Marina have no documentation for some of the 

structures on the property.  Part of the preservation plan is to bring them into compliance.  Staff 

discovered that the Whidden’s Marina was far more out of compliance than was initially anticipated. 

 

Ms. Wessel asked if the owners would get some relief since these structures had been in place for quite 

some time. 

 

Ms. Sajgo stated they would receive relief, but it is not an automatic process.  This preservation plan 

will save the owners from going through the variance process.  Ms. Sajgo also noted this would help 

them in the process of pulling future permits.  Because they are not currently in compliance, it causes a 

problem any time they have tried to get permits.  As a result, they have avoided pulling permits, which 

has compounded the problem. 

 

During Ms. Stevenson’s presentation, it was mentioned that the owners were not subject to the 

“Submerged Land Lease.” 

 

Mr. Ink asked if the State issued a disclaimer for that. 

 

Ms. Sajgo stated they received a letter stating the owner’s were not subject to the Submerged Land 

Lease.  They had not received an actual disclaimer.  Ms. Sajgo stated she would look into that. 

 

Ms. Wessel referred to the old photograph of the Dance Hall/Restaurant and two-story marina and 

noted the roof treatments on both buildings. 

 

Mr. Ink noted the roof treatments were an early form of wind protection.  The clipped gable roofs were 

often used in hurricane prone areas. 
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Ms. Wessel felt some attention should take place concerning Sea Level Rise especially since the 

County is putting money into resources.  As a minimum, it should be put on some type of checklist.  

She also liked the idea of looking for sustainable uses for these historic structures and felt the cistern 

was spectacular.  She also asked about a surface stormwater plan to show where water is being drained 

away from going directly into the Bay. 

 

Ms. Stevenson appreciated the suggestion and felt it was something that could be added in as part of 

this Preservation Plan. 

 

Mr. Ink stated that since we would be documenting everything, he felt we should add something about 

FWC for vesting of how many slips are on-site.  The State has a procedure at FWC where you can use 

aerial documentation to count the boats over the years to come up with a number.  The State issues a 

letter that says this is the number and that makes it compliant in the Management and Protection Plan 

of the County. 

 

Ms. Sajgo stated this portion was given to Environment Sciences for handling, but that she would find 

out if Environmental Sciences received a letter similar to what Mr. Ink described. 

 

Agenda Item 5 - Review and Recommendations for the Historic Preservation Grant Assistance 

Program 

 

Ms. Sajgo gave a recap and noted the Commissioners had set aside $50,000 last year to be given to the 

Estero Historic Society.  They also budgeted $50,000 for the historic preservation grant program.  An 

additional $26,000 is available because two previous grant recipients had some unexpected personal 

issues that prevented them from starting on their projects.  As a result, both grants lapsed.  Both grant 

recipients felt it was best for them to reapply sometime in the future because currently they still had not 

gotten these personal issues sorted out.  Therefore, rather than extend these contracts, staff decided 

these funds would be better used by giving them towards other projects. 

 

She reviewed the grant applications and recommendations for the 2012/2013 grant cycle. 

 

While discussing 12/13-2 Girl Scout House at Happehatchee, Dr. Detscher referred to the applicant’s 

narrative and noted they listed the project as “The Girl Scout Girl Scout House.”  Staff clarified that it 

should only be listed once as “Girl Scout House.” 

 

Dr. Detscher stated she recalled seeing a notice of an event taking place at this site. 

 

Ms. Sajgo stated they had worked with the Building Department so that they would allow the event 

since it was already scheduled.  The Happehatchee Center provided handicapped port-a-potties on the 

site and there was no access to the Girl Scout House. 

 

While discussing 12/13-3 Lewis House, questions came up about work for the roof and windows and 

whether it was on-going. 

 

Staff stated this work was on-going but that it was the property owner’s goal to have it done in time for 

the rainy season. 
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While discussing the Special Project (Whidden’s Marina), Ms. Wessel asked if the facility would 

remain open to the public since it was a working waterfront.  Staff confirmed that it would remain 

open to the public. 

 

Ms. Wessel asked if this special project would be to fund the work presented earlier today by Ms. 

Stevenson. 

 

Ms. Sajgo stated that would not be the case.  The Special Project would be funding the western portion 

which is the industrial area. 

 

Discussion took place on whether or not Ms. Stevenson would be hired to work on this project. 

 

Ms. Sajgo stated that, although it would make sense to have Ms. Stevenson handle the project, it would 

ultimately be up to the owners as to who they wish to hire. 

 

Mr. Williams opened this item (Review and Recommendations for the Historic Preservation Grant 

Assistance Program) for public comment. 

 

Ms. Genelle Grant, representing the Girl Scout House at Happehatchee, stated they had taken care of 

the ADA requirements, parking, and widening of the driveway which involved cutting down several 

trees.  In addition they passed inspection and the Fire Marshall signed off on their work yesterday.  She 

thanked staff and the LCHPB for their help and guidance. 

 

Ms. Wessel made a motion to accept the grant funding recommendations as presented by staff, 

seconded by Dr. Detscher.  The motion was called and passed 5-0. 

 

Agenda Item 6 – Items by the Public; Committee Members; Staff 

 

Public – None 

 

Committee Members 

 

 Mound Key 

 

Mr. Ink stated he had gone to Mound Key last week and felt it was very educational.  He had not been 

to this area until now. 

 

Dr. Detscher announced that Lee Trust for Historic Preservation was working on putting together a 

Community Support Organization (CSO) for Mound Key because Mound Key State Archaeological 

Park has no citizen support, no state funding, and no state support. 

 

Mr. Ink asked if there was any potential for acquiring the goat parcel (owned by the McGee Family). 

 

Dr. Detscher stated the State recognized the impact the goats have and are concerned about it.  The 

first step is to create the organization to funnel that interested support.  After that, they will work on 

the organizational structure and then reach out. 
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 Proclamation for Tuesday, 5/21/13 

 

Dr. Detscher announced that the Library System initiated a process whereby they put a proclamation 

on the County Commission’s agenda for next Tuesday morning recognizing the Viva Florida 

Celebration of 500 years (the initial settlement/discovery of Florida).  She noted there were 30 

organizations, boards, and entities throughout the county that will be part of this proclamation process 

including the Historic Preservation Board.  Dr. Detscher agreed to attend on behalf of the LCHPB. 

 

 Proclamation – City of Fort Myers 

 

Dr. Detscher stated that Monday evening, 5/20/13, the City of Fort Myers City Council will consider a 

proclamation regarding Historic Preservation Month.  She noted that neither the Florida or National 

Trust for Historic Preservation Board had recognized Historic Preservation month this year. 

 

 Future Events 

 

Dr. Detscher asked that if anyone became aware of an upcoming event to forward information about it 

to her and she would post it on the Lee Trust site. 

 

Staff - None 

 

Agenda Item 7 – Next Meeting Date:  June 19, 2013 

 

Ms. Sajgo stated the next Lee County Historic Preservation Board was scheduled for Wednesday, June 

19, 2013. 

 

Dr. Detscher made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Ms. Wessel.  The meeting adjourned at 11:30 

a.m. 
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