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LEE COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD 
OLD LEE COUNTY COURTHOUSE  

EAST ROOM (2ND FLOOR)  
2120 MAIN STREET, FORT MYERS, FL 33901 

 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2013 

10:00 AM 
 

AGENDA 
 

NOTE:  (For public review, back-up materials for the cases will be available at the 

Captiva Memorial Library, 11560 Chapin Lane, Captiva, FL 33924 starting February 13, 
2013.) 

 
1. Call to Order/Review of Affidavit of Publication 
2. Approval of 1/16/2013  Minutes 
3. Election of Officers 
4. Request to File Historic Designation 

 
A. HDC2012-00004 Over the Waterfront/Safety Harbor Club (Ferry Boat Captain’s 

Bunk House) 44700 Escondido Lane, Captiva, FL 33924  
 

5. Public Hearing on a Special Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) 
Note:  A summary of the zoning relief requests is provided for informational purposes 
only.  The Lee County Zoning Division will make a determination after the Historic 
Preservation Board renders its decision. 

 
A. COA2012-00159  Captiva Civic Association, 11550 Chapin Lane, Captiva, FL 

33924   
This project entails the renovation of the Captiva Civic Association Building and the 
addition of approximately 1,100 sq ft to that building. 
 
The request for Zoning Relief in the CF-2 (Community Facilities) zoning district from the 
Lee County Land Development Code is as follows: 

 
1. Relief from LDC Section 34-814 which requires the minimum required side setback of 

15 feet on the east property line to 11.44 feet to bring the existing structure into 
compliance. 

 
2. Relief from LDC Section 10-416 which requires a buffer Type 'C/F' where proposed 

commercial use abuts residential to allow a five foot wide buffer along the north 
property line where the exotics are removed and install 18 shrubs per 100 linear feet. 
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3. Relief from LDC Section 10-416 which requires a 15 foot wide Type 'D'  buffer, with 
five trees and a double staggered hedge, adjacent to all right-of-ways, to allow an 8 
foot wide Type ‘D’ buffer along Chapin Lane. 

 
4. Relief from LDC Section 34-2020 which requires 29 parking spaces for Captiva 

Community Center to allow 22 on-site parking spaces as existing. 
 

6. Items by the Public; Committee Members; Staff 
7. Next Meeting Date: March 20, 2013 

 
Any person appealing a decision made at this hearing must ensure a record of the proceedings is made.  In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, Reasonable Accommodations will be made upon request. If 
you are in need of a Reasonable Accommodation or would like additional information, please contact Janet Miller 
at (239) 533-8583. 
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MINUTES REPORT 

LEE COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD 

January 16, 2013 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Ruby Daniels     Theresa Schober 

Toni Ferrell     Rae Ann Wessel  

James Ink      

       

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

Marsa Detscher (Chair) 

Kevin Williams (Vice Chair) 

 

STAFF PRESENT: 

John Fredyma, Asst. Cty. Atty.   Antia Richards, Planning  

Janet Miller, Recording Secretary   Gloria Sajgo, Principal Planner 

        

Agenda Item 1 - Call to Order – 10:00 a.m./Review of Affidavit of Publication 

 

Since the Chair and Vice Chair were absent from today’s meeting, the Board had to nominate a 

temporary Chair to fill in. 

 

Ms. Wessel made a motion to nominate Toni Ferrell as Chair, seconded by Mr. Ink.  The motion 

was called and passed 5-0. 

 

Ms. Ferrell, Acting Chair, called the meeting to order.  Mr. John Fredyma, Assistant County Attorney, 

certified the affidavit of publication and submitted it for the record. 

 

Agenda Item 2 – Tour of the Happehatchee Center 

 

At this point, the Board convened the meeting in order to conduct the tour of the Happehatchee Center 

at 10:10 a.m. and reconvened at 10:55 a.m. 

 

Agenda Item 3 – Election of Officers 

 

Ms. Wessel made a motion to postpone Election of Officers since two members were absent, 

seconded by Mr. Ink.  The motion was called and passed 5-0. 

 

Ms. Ferrell postponed approval of the 12/19/12 meeting minutes.  She also opted to discuss the 

Happehatchee case first. 

 

Agenda Item 6 – Public Hearing on a Special Certificate of Appropriateness 

 

A. COA2012-00160 Happehatchee Center (Girl Scout House) 8791 Corkscrew Road, 

Estero, FL 33928 

 

Ms. Sajgo reviewed the staff report and recommendations (attached). 
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Ms. Wessel asked if there would be any implication on the presence of the bridge remaining should the 

applicants decide to move the single family house. 

 

Ms. Sajgo stated she did not believe the County was interested in making the applicants take the bridge 

down. 

 

Ms. Ferrell asked why the zoning resolution addressed the bridge if it would ultimately be up to the 

property owner as to whether they want to take on that liability. 

 

Ms. Sajgo stated the property owner can take on that liability if they wish to.  From the County’s 

standpoint, they want to make it clear that as far as they are concerned the bridge provides single 

family access to that single family house.  It is not a public bridge and the county wants to eliminate 

any liability towards themselves. 

 

Mr. Ron Sebring, Architect, reviewed the history of the bridge relating to the Girl Scouts and their 

bridge ceremony. 

 

Ms. Grant distributed the Girl Scout emblem for viewing. 

 

Ms. Ferrell suggested that the person who makes the motion could make it clear that the LCHPB sees 

the bridge as integral to the historic nature of the site and that we want to make sure the bridge is not 

impacted. 

 

Ms. Sajgo suggested it be a separate motion stating “Should the house be moved, efforts should be 

made to preserve the bridge.”  She noted there were problems with the bridge because it was never 

permitted.  She clarified that the Happehatchee Center could address this issue at a later date, but were 

not choosing to address it right now.  They are bringing everything else into compliance except the 

bridge. 

 

Ms. Wessel stated that in reading the staff report, it did not appear that this was an optional relocation 

of the house.  She wanted to preserve the option for the property owners to make that determination at 

a later date.  In other words, if they bring the house up to standards and they want to remain there, they 

should have that flexibility. 

 

Mr. Sebring stated it was their intent to make that decision at a later date when they have better 

information on the costs of bringing it into compliance versus moving the house. 

 

Ms. Wessel referred to Page 2 of the staff report under the section entitled “The relocation of the 

“River House” from the north side of the Estero River to the south side of the river.”  She stated for the 

record that the sentence that states, “There is no direct vehicular access to the “River House” is not 

accurate because the next sentence clarifies that there is access through a friendly neighbor’s property.  

There may be some opportunities or things the property owner needs to deal with in order to maintain 

that access, but she felt the sentence as written was unclear and could be misunderstood. 

 

Ms. Schober clarified that staff was saying there is no direct access within the property that is owned 

by the Happehatchee Center because they do not own the access. 

 



Lee County Historic Preservation Board 

January 16, 2013                                                                                                               Page 3 of 4 

Ms. Wessel made a motion to approve the Special Certificate of Appropriateness, COA2012-

00160, Happehatchee Center (Girl Scout Camp) to provide for construction of a new green, 

public, and handicapped accessible bathroom with a handicapped ramp, and the property owner 

option to relocate the “River House” on the north side of the river to the south side of the river, 

and with the recommendation that if the house is moved the presence and access of the 

suspension bridge is protected and preserved, and make a finding that the proposed project has 

been designated under Chapter 22 of the Land Development Code and on the basis of staff 

analysis, the project as approved is in compliance with the Secretary of the Interior Standards 

for Rehabilitation and Chapter 22 of the LDC, seconded by Mr. Ink.  The motion was called and 

passed 5-0. 

 

Agenda Item 5 – Public Hearing on Historic Designations 

 

A. HD91-01-01 Individual Johnson House, Captiva Civic Association, Captiva, FL 

 

Ms. Sajgo stated the LCHPB were familiar with this project.  The Captiva Civic Association owns two 

adjoining parcels.  The Association relocated the Johnson House, which is a historic house, to one 

parcel.  They also own the adjoining parcel where the Civic Association building is located.   When the 

County designated the strap, they accidentally designated the property where the Captiva Civic 

Association building is located and not the parcel where the Johnson House is located.  This proposed 

amendment will correct that by showing the designation of both parcels.  She noted that Amy Nowacki 

was present for any questions. 

 

Ms. Ferrell opened this item for public comment.  No public input was received. 

 

Mr. Ink made a motion to approve this project as recommended by staff, seconded by Ms. 

Wessel.  The motion was called and passed 5-0. 

 

Agenda Item 4 – Approval of 12/19/12 Minutes 

 

Ms. Wessel referred to the second paragraph on Page 3 of 4 and noted that the words “it” and “if” 

should be reversed.  She referred to the sixth paragraph on Page 3 of 4 and noted that “hard” pine 

should actually be “heart” pine. 

 

Ms. Schober made a motion to approve the December 19, 2012 meeting minutes with the above 

corrections, seconded by Ms. Daniels.  The motion was called and passed 5-0. 

 

Agenda Item 7 - Items by the Public; Committee Members; Staff 

 

Public – None 

 

Committee Members 
 

Ms. Schober mentioned the flyer that was distributed to everyone regarding the symposium for VIVA 

Florida’s 500
th

 Birthday Celebration being held at the Koreshan State Historic Site Art Hall on 

February 9
th

 between 1:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.  She gave a brief description of who would be speaking 

at the event, how it would be broadcast on the internet, and the invitations.  As a result of their 

advertising efforts, they are at 90% capacity at the Art Hall, so no additional reservations can be made.  

The remaining spots are reserved for legislative delegation and media. 
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Staff 

 

Ms. Sajgo thanked the members for attending today.  She noted that Ms. Grant and others were happy 

to conduct the tour.  She felt that having this tour and holding the meeting at this location made it 

easier to explain the case. 

 

Agenda Item 8 – Next Meeting Date:  February 20, 2013 Adjournment 

 

Ms. Sajgo noted that the next Lee County Historic Preservation Board meeting was scheduled for 

Wednesday, February 20, 2013, at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room. 

 

Ms. Schober made a motion to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m. and the Board went to 

the Koreshan State Historic Site for a tour. 
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