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PUBLIC INFORMATION WORKSHOP
TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM

THREE OAKS PARKWAY WIDENING
FROM
CORKSCREW ROAD TO ALICO ROAD

LEE COUNTY PROJECT #4081

Lee County Department of Transportation makes it a practice to hold public meetings on all new
roadway alignments and major improvements. These public meetings are held to inform and
solicit input from the public regarding the specific project being presented. The Three Oaks
Parkway Widening public workshop was held to solicit public input regarding the 30% design
plans for the widening of Three Oaks Parkway from Corkscrew Road to Alico Road.

A public information workshop for the Three Oaks Parkway Widening Project was held on
November 19, 2002 at the Three Oaks Middle School cafetorium in Fort Myers. The limits of
the project are from Corkscrew Road to Alico Road. The purpose of the workshop was to
present project information to the public and to gather public opinion. A total of 190 people
signed in at the registration table. Copies of the sign-in-sheets are included in Appendix A.

The public workshop was advertised in the November 8, 2002 edition of the News-Press as a Y
page display ad. Letters announcing the public workshop were mailed on November 5, 2002 to
persons with property lying within 300° of the right-of-way. The Lee County Department of
Public Resources transmitted a press release to local media on November 8, 2002. Two articles
were generated as a result of the press release; one in the Naples Daily News and one in the
News-Press. Two variable message boards were placed within the project limits for a period of
one week prior to the workshop to inform the traveling public. Copies of the notification letter,
mailing list, and the newspaper articles for the workshop are included in Appendix B. Also
included in Appendix B is a copy of the ¥ page display ad.

The meeting was conducted in an open-format style that allowed the public to view the project
material between the hours of 5:00 to 7:00 pm. A project hand-out that summarized the project
to date, was provided to the public at the registration table. In addition, a brochure about the Lee
County MPO and their planning process was available. Representatives from the Lee County
Department of Transportation were stationed at the display boards to explain the project data and
answer the public’s questions. Copies of the public workshop hand-out and MPO brochure are
included in Appendix C.

The public was provided with comment forms in order to have their opinion recorded as public
record. A total of 214 comment forms were received from the meeting and during the two-week
comment period following the meeting. A petition with 141 signatures supporting the alternative
realignment Plan B was also received. The comments were analyzed and recorded below. The
response indicates if/how the project team is addressing the public comment. The numbers in
parenthesis indicate the number of times the same or similar comment was submitted. In some
instances, the neighborhood or related entity submitting numerous “like” comments are listed.
Copies of the comment forms and the petition are included in Appendix D.



Three Oaks Parkway Widening Comments and Responses

North Cypress Drive

COMMENT: Line of site problem north of street (The Islands 85+8)

COMMENT: Speeds in excess of 35 mph do not allow adequate time for pedestrian crossing (The
Islands 85+4)

COMMENT: Signal/sign needed heading south on big curve before street saying "Blind Intersection
Ahead" (1)

COMMENT: Speeds in excess of 35 mph do not allow adequate time for vehicles turning onto 3 Oaks
Pkwy (The Islands 85+5)

COMMENT: Turn onto 3 Oaks Pkwy will be difficult without a traffic signal (The Islands 85)
COMMENT: Absolutely need a traffic light @ North Cypress Drive & 3 Oaks Pkwy! (17)
COMMENT: Pedestrians crossing to 3 Oaks Park need crosswalk light (The Islands 85 +1); Need
pedestrian crossing bridges @ school/park (14) (See Pedestrian Safety)

COMMENT: Crossing to 3 Oaks Park is dangerous; more lanes will make situation worse--traffic
travels too fast, pedestrians have to "run for your life"! (3)

COMMENT: Sidewalk on 3 Oaks Pkwy south to 3 Oaks Middle School is heavily traveled by students
and should have a barrier between traffic and pedestrians (The Islands 85); Sidewalk too narrow
COMMENT: Bend in 3 Oaks north of Cypress Drive is blind spot for pedestrians & cars--would it be
possible to straighten out the curve? (16)

COMMENT: Stretch of road near The Islands should be straightened if you proceed with project (1)
RESPONSE: The project team is reviewing the design of this project with the intention of correcting the
sight distance problem which exists at North Cypress Drive. Based upon the comments received at the ‘
public meeting, the median at North Cypress Drive is being evaluated for closure along with the adjacent
park access. This revision would move all park traffic to one access point which would then be
considered for signalization to address both pedestrian and vehicular safety issues identified at this
meeting.

Against Widening Project

COMMENT: I-75 should be widened & completed before more lanes are considered for 3 Oaks Pkwy
)

RESPONSE: FDOT and FHWA have approved funding for construction of Mobility 2000 or the six-
laning of I-75 from Daniels Parkway south to the county line. This construction is programmed for
2007/2008. However, the ultimate improvements determined to be necessary by 2030 are not Jfunded.
Even with the improvements to I-75, the traffic model still predicts the need for increased capacity on
Three Oaks Parkway, which is a county road not a State/Federal road. County roadway dollars will be
spent on County projects such as this widening as directed by the MPO.

Property Values

COMMENT: Concerned property values will go down (2)

RESPONSE: No detrimental effects to market values have been recorded on the majority of Lee
County DOT completed projects. In several instances property values have increased after
project completion.



Pedestrian Safety

COMMENT: Safety for children in neighborhood (8) ‘

COMMENT: At 3 Oaks Middle School location, will there be a way for children to cross the 4 or 6
lanes in order to reach the park? (1)

COMMENT: Safety of school children is major concern (3) current plan does not address speed and
congestion at start/dismissal times. Crossover @ main entrance may alleviate some of the problem, but
there needs to be a way to control the traffic by a light or stop sign (1)

COMMENT: Need pedestrian crossing bridges @ school/park (12) (See North Cypress Drive)
RESPONSE: The project team is reviewing the design of this project with the intention of correcting the
sight distance problem which exists at North Cypress Drive. Based upon the comments received at the
public meeting, the median at North Cypress Drive is being evaluated for closure along with the adjacent
park access. This revision would move all park traffic to one access point which would then be
considered for signalization to address both pedestrian and vehicular safety issues identified at this
meeting.

Speeding

COMMENT: Traffic should be slowed to 45 mph or slower (5)

COMMENT:
COMMENT:
COMMENT:
COMMENT:
COMMENT:
COMMENT:

1)

Keep 35 mph maximum @ both schools regardless of alignment (1)

Keep speed limit at 40 mph (1)

Extend 25 mph speed limit @ 3 Oaks Middle School (1)

Slow traffic down between Alico & North Cypress (2)

What speed will be recommended? (1)

Reduce speed limit from 45mph to 35mph on remaining Parkway west of Cypress Chase

RESPONSE: Currently, the posted speed limit for Three Oaks Parkway is 45 m.p.h. with some areas
posted at 35 m.p.h. This widening project will be designed for, and is anticipated to be posted at, 45
MPH.  Enforcement of the speed limit is the jurisdiction of the appropriate law enforcement agency.
Traffic enforcement can be requested by contacting the Sheriff's Department Traffic Unit at 690-9515.

Anyone can request traffic enforcement action.

Landscaping/street lighting

COMMENT:
COMMENT:

trees (1)

COMMENT:

)

COMMENT:
COMMENT:
RESPONSE:

If median will be irrigated, install water lines at initial phase (1)
Place shade trees along sidewalks to shade pedestrians instead of or in addition to median

Landscaping in median is highly recommended to preserve eye appeal & property values
Happy to see landscaping proposed for new roadway (1)

Landscaping as well as street lighting should be included in medians (1)
Core level landscaping will be planted in the median along the length of the project.

Core level landscaping as defined by the LeeScape Master Plan Second Edition for Lee County includes
canopy trees, palms, accent/flowering trees and sod. For comments regarding core level landscape
criteria please contact Pat Moore, with LCDOT at 694-3444. The project is being considered for street
lighting and those concepts should be included in the next public meeting.



Country Oaks Petition (asking BOCC & Lee DOT to reevaluate the proposed
realignment and approve the alternative realignment plan of 3 Oaks Pkwy) -
141 Country Oaks residents

COMMENT: Community school bus stop @ Counﬁy Oaks entrance provides a hazardous environment
for students waiting for Lee County school buses (Country Oaks141)
RESPONSE: Bus stops for children are established by the Lee County Schools Transportation Division.

COMMENT: Residents/visitors would not be allowed to exit Country Oaks heading north; proposed
plan requires right turn then U-turn--creates perilous situation (Country Oaks 141)

RESPONSE: Removal of direct left turn access from side street approaches Srom both unsignalized
intersections as well as some signalized intersections can improve safety, improve traffic flow and
increase capacity. This access management method is in place at many locations around Lee County, the
State of Florida and the United States. The access management plan for this project has been developed
with the intent of providing the public with a balance of safety and access.

COMMENT: Four lanes of traffic would come very close to community due to the west right-of-way
Just a few feet from the rear of the homes located by 3 Oaks Pkwy. -Additional traffic would generate
‘unacceptable noise levels diminishing property values. Although CO is erecting a 6-foot wall; structure
will not serve to mitigate additional road noise from a 4-lane road. (Country Oaks 141)

RESPONSE: Lee County does not build noise walls since they must typically be 14 Jeet or higher to
make any appreciable reduction in noise. At these heights, they are cost prohibitive and create a number
of problems on their own.

COMMENT: If proposed re-alignment of 3 Oaks Parkway comes to fruition, concerns of CO
subdivision include safety of children and drivers exiting neighborhood, security of neighborhood due to
increased vandalism and declining property values due to the close proximity of the newly aligned
roadway (Country Oaks 141)

RESPONSE: 4s population growth overburdens Lee County's road system, it is necessary for major
roads to be built through the very areas that contribute to that growth. Some areas, such as Three Oaks,
anticipate this growth and are developed with right of way reserved for future construction of a major
road, in this case, Three Oaks Parkway. In Lee County, thousands of people live adjacent to major roads
and highways. There is no evidence to support the conclusion that residences adjacent to major roads are
more prone to vandalism. Nor is there any evidence for a general conclusion that residences adjacent to
major roads decline in value.

Three Qaks Park

COMMENT: Please fence north entrance to discourage pedestrian traffic; place fence far enough back
to allow pedestrians who still decided to cross to get off road & shoulder to walk north or south around
fence (1)

COMMENT: Widening "takes" a lot of 3 Oaks Park & limits driveway access--what concessions is
DOT making to increase park size/facilities/drives, etc. to mitigate? (1)

RESPONSE: The project team and Lee County Parks Department are coordinating the realignment of
access as well as the expansion at the north end of the park. Additional land for expansion and
reconfiguration will be acquired for the Parks Department to utilize.



Corlico Village Property

COMMENT: Correct map to show Corlico Village property-drawing currently shows University Lake
Village (2)
RESPONSE: The map will be updated to reflect the correct development names.

COMMENT: Revise Three Oaks median access to match access points shown on Corlico Village
master concept plan (2)

RESPONSE: Due to the lengths of turn lanes on Three Oaks Parkway for Eastbound/Westbound turns
onto Koreshan, access to Corlico Village will be limited to right in/right out.

COMMENT: Will there be access to Corlico Village property from Koreshan Blvd? (1)
RESPONSE: It is not anticipated that access on Koreshan will be permitted due to vertical alignment
(PBS&.J).

Strongly support (or are in favor of) realignment of 3 Oaks Pkwy along I-75
around eastern boundary of Cypress Chase neighborhood - 53 (Pres. of HOA
for Country Oaks-""122 families" & Lamb of God Church)

COMMENT: Safety (34) - combined vehicular & pedestrian traffic makes current alignment dangerous;
realignment will greatly improve dangerous traffic condition; realignment helpful to traffic flow
COMMENT: Noise (25) - Realignment would reduce noise concerns to 3 Oaks communities of Cypress
Chase, Pine Run, Pine Glen .

COMMENT: It's too bad realignment can't be extended north past the entrance to The Lakes (north of
Pittsburgh Blvd); extend bypass to Alico Road (1) :
COMMENT: Start project sooner (1)

COMMENT: Favor ALTERNATE/SOUTH realignment connection point south of Country Oaks Drive
(33 + Pres. of HOA for Country Oaks - ""122 families" & Lamb of God Church)

COMMENT: Realignment will help drainage in area (4) :
COMMENT: Realignment alleviates need to make U-turn to go north on 3 Oaks Pkwy (1)
COMMENT: Favor PROPOSED/NORTH realignment connection point north of Country Oaks Drive
0]

COMMENT: Realignment increases property values (7)

COMMENT: ALTERNATE/SOUTH realignment will reduce crime (2)

COMMENT: ALTERNATE/SOUTH realignment will gain cooperation of the residents for this project
@)

COMMENT: ALTERNATE/SOUTH realignment makes sense (2)

COMMENT: Continue 3 Oaks Pkwy north behind Kash-n-Karry & the park (1)

RESPONSE: The realignment on the East side of Cypress Chase has been approved by the Lee County
Board of County Commissioners and will be included as part of this project. Extending the realignment
Jurther in either direction has been determined to be cost prohibitive.



Large Trucks

COMMENT: Concerned about truck traffic (1)

COMMENT: Many cement/dump trucks use this residential road--need to find a way to keep large
trucks off this road (1)

COMMENT: Too many trucks using Parkway--limit heavy trucks use (1)

RESPONSE: Three Oaks Parkway is an arterial roadway. This type of facility is intended to carry
truck traffic.

Noise

COMMENT: Concerned about increased traffic noise from increased traffic (3)

COMMENT: Need noise barriers; need relief from noise via sound wall or "plant a green belt" (esp. @
Rookery Pointe) - if County will not provide, pressure should be put on land developers (4)
COMMENT: If County has money for 4 or 6 lanes, it should have money for a sound barrier 1
COMMENT: New alignment should reduce traffic noise (1)

RESPONSE: Lee County does not build noise walls since they must typically be 14 feet or higher to
make any appreciable reduction in noise. At these heights, they are cost prohibitive and create a number
of problems on their own.

San Carlos Blvd.

COMMENT: Needs signal - Absolutely need a traffic light @ San Carlos Blvd & 3 Oaks’ Pkwy!
(Impossible to make left turn onto 3 Oaks at certain times of the day) (6) -
COMMENT: Need street lighting @ intersection (1)

RESPONSE: 4 traffic warrant study is being performed as part of this project to determine where
signals will be placed. The project is being considered for street lighting and those concepts should be
included in the next public meeting.

Pittsburgh Blvd.

COMMENT: Moratorium for Pittsburgh to remain closed has expired (The Islands 85)

COMMENT: Opening Pittsburgh through to Three Oaks Pkwy should relieve amount of vehicles
traveling on North Cypress Drive (The Islands 85)

COMMENT: Pittsburgh Dr. can be opened much sooner and with less expense (The Islands 85)
COMMENT: Keep Pittsburgh closed since Winged Foot is opening (1); Open Pittsburgh & Winged
Foot (1)

COMMENT: As aresident of Pittsburgh, I would be greatly opposed to extending Pittsburgh (1)
COMMENT: As a resident of The Lakes, Pittsburgh should have a traffic signal when project is finished
1)

RESPONSE: The traffic consultant is reviewing traffic circulation in the area with the proposed
changes to N. Cypress. Pittsburgh Blvd is being evaluated and a recommendation on whether to open or
close it will be part of the study, as well as what median treatment is preferred and if a signal will be
necessary.



Other Comments

COMMENT: Staff helpful (1)

COMMENT: Thank you for workshop informing us of project (3)

COMMENT: Like this open house format (2)

COMMENT: Very nice & informative presentation (1)

COMMENT: Should have had a general presentation with question & answer period (1)

COMMENT: Like project; pleased with plan as proposed; looks like a lot of thought has been put into
this plan; thank you for all the hard work you've done (3)

COMMENT: Get web site up (1)

COMMENT: Please send out mailers updating residents on projects progress and public hearing dates
a)

RESPONSE: Thank you for your comments and your interest in the Three Oaks Widening Project. Lee
County has established a location on the county’s web site to view workshop summaries, comments and
responses. The web site is located at www.lee-county.com (Home Page); click on Roadway Projects;
click on Workshop Summaries; then chose Three Oaks Widening Project. All Three Oaks public
workshop attendees will be mailed a postcard notifying them that the summary is available and the web
site location. If you do not have access to a computer, you may visit any of the Lee County Library
Jacilities to access the World Wide Web. Copies are also available at Lee County DOT offices for review
or to copy (for the cost of reproduction).

COMMENT: Lee Tran would be interested in seeing transit amenities (such as bus pull-out lanes at
some of the busier stops) added to the design of this expansion project--See Mike Horsting @ Lee County
Transit (1)

RESPONSE: Transit amenities will be provzded throughout the corridor.

COMMENT: Request for aerials (1)
RESPONSE: A copy of the aerial for this address has been mailed to the property owner.

COMMENT: Directional median opening proposed north of Koreshan Blvd should be further north to
allow more room to extend the left turn lanes at Koreshan Blvd in the future and to prevent motorists
wanting to turn left @ Koreshan from getting into the preceding left turn lane by mistake (G.A. from Lee
Co. MPO) (1)

RESPONSE: Median placements are being reevaluated. The county reserves the right to modify any
medians on county roadways at any time as they are traffic control devices and are regulated by the
police powers of government.

COMMENT: Please put asphalt bike path on west side as it is on west side of 3 Oaks (1)

RESPONSE: The improvements for Three Oaks Parkway from Corkscrew Road to Alico Road will
consist of an urban typical section providing an 11-foot lane and a 15-foot lane to the outside in each
direction. Bicyclists may use four feet of this 15-foot lane for travel. The existing five (5) foot sidewalk to
the west will remain and an additional 6° sidewalk will be constructed on the east side of the roadway.

COMMENT: Extension of Miami south to connect to Koreshan is critical for efficient movement of San
Carlos traffic to these needed north-south arterial roadways (3 Oaks Pkwy & Ben Hill Griffin). For the
 safety of traffic around 3 Oaks Elem. School, we implore Lee County to extend Miami south to Koreshan
as part of their short-term transportation plan. (14)
RESPONSE: The extension of Miami is not in the Scope of Services for this project, but an alternative
concept is already incorporated into the county’s long-range plans, a Sandy Lane Extension connecting
to Oriole Road. Although not yet funded for construction, the county is moving forward with a corridor
study to verify the feasibility of such a connection and determine its specific alignment. We will be
working with area property owners to secure the right-of-way.



COMMENT:

RESPONSE:

How will Three Oaks drainage be handled? (1)
Three Oaks Parkway from Corkscrew Road to Alico Road will utilize additional drainage

ponds that are being acquired by the LDOT. The roadway will be designed as an urban section (curb and
gutters w/ inlets and drainage pipes). Complete plans and copies of the drainage calculations are
available for review at Lee Co. DOT office, 1500 Monroe St. Project Manager is Betsy Rowan.

COMMENT:

RESPONSE:

COMMENT:

RESPONSE:

COMMENT:

RESPONSE:

COMMENT:
RESPONSE:

COMMENT:
COMMENT:
COMMENT:
RESPONSE:

What is time frame for construction of Three Oaks? (1)
Three Oaks Parkway construction should begin mid-year 2004.

Winged Foot & Pittsburgh need to be open through to 3 Oaks Pkwy (3)
The County is reviewing engineer’s study to open Pittsburgh.

4 lanes needed; 6 lanes not needed (1)
6 lanes are needed for future traffic per the Lee County Transportation model.

Need safe access points and traffic lights along Parkway (2)
Both streetlight and traffic signal issues are addressed above.

Close off Pineapple Road at west end of San Carlos (1)

Needs speed bumps (2)

Need stop sign at Cypress Drive North and Castle Harbor and Bermuda Dunes (1)

These issues are not addressed as part of this project. Please contact Lee County Traffic

Division at 694-7600.

COMMENT: Would it be possible to build 2 or 4 lanes along I-75 and leave 3 Oaks Pkwy as it is now?
gz)MMENT: Make 3 Oaks Pkwy 2 one-ways: one-way on existing lanes & the other one-way next to I-
;?E(Sll)’ONSE: These comments/options are financially unfeasible. because right-of-way costs are
prohibitive. : '
COMMENT: Reduce super-elevation to force slower speeds (1)

RESPONSE:

Engineering principals dictate that super-elevation rates be consistent throughout a

corridor. Therefore we will not vary these rates or the design speed.

COMMENT: Please rush Alico Road project (1)

RESPONSE: Construction for the Alico Road Widening Project has begun.

COMMENT: Plan before permitting; LCDOT is doing best job possible to "catch up" (1)

COMMENT: Complete Three Oaks from Corkscrew to north of Koreshan before traffic from new

housing increases (1)

RESPONSE:

LCDOT advances projects as quickly as financially feasible.



APPENDIX A
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