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PREVIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW SUMMARY 

LEE COUNTY FLORIDA 

OCTOBER 1990 THROUGH JULY 2013 

 

October 31, 1990:  An original Environmental Review Strategy for Unspecified Sites for the 

following activities was completed October 31, 1990 for the CDBG Program: 

 

 Housing Rehabilitation – in selected areas 

 Temporary Relocation – in selected areas 

 Demolition – in selected areas 

 Economic Development 

 

Lee County updated and amended its CDBG Program Multi-Year Environmental Assessment for 

Unspecified Sites by adding the following activities: 

 

 Direct Homeownership Assistance 

 Housing Rehabilitation – in all unincorporated areas 

 Temporary Relocation – in all unincorporated areas 

 Demolition – in Dunbar, Charleston Park, Pine Manor, Suncoast Estates, Palmona 

Park, and Page Park. 

 

The grant conditions were removed by HUD, December 20, 1990, and December 19, 1992, 

respectively indicating that these activities had been environmentally cleared. 

 

October 5, 1992:  An original Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lee County Housing 

Development Corporation was completed October 5, 1992, for the acquisition of vacant land and 

onsite/offsite improvements.  The removal of environmental grant conditions for these activities 

was issued by HUD, December 22, 1992. 

 

January 7, 1993:  An original Environmental Assessment (EA) for the HOME Program was 

completed January 7, 1993, for the following activities: 

 

 Tenant Based Rental Assistance 

 Downpayment Assistance 

 

The project area was countywide excluding the Cities of Fort Myers and Cape Coral.  Reference 

to completion of an Unspecified Sites Checklist for each site to be used in the program was 

stated in the EA.  An Environmental Monitoring Strategy and Unspecified Sites Checklist to be 

used for this purpose was included along with the EA.  The Environmental Review finding was 

signed by John Manning, Chairperson of the Lee County Board of County Commissioners on 

March 5, 1993. 

 

January 7, 1993:  An Original Environmental Assessment (EA) for the HOME Program was 

completed January 7, 1993, for the following activities: 

 

 Housing Rehabilitation 

 New Construction 
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 Downpayment Assistance with New Construction 

The project area was countywide including the City of Sanibel but excluding the Cities of Fort 

Myers and Cape Coral.  The EA noted that funds would be used for new construction of rental 

units and that single-family construction would take place only on platted lots.  Housing 

rehabilitation would be for both owner-occupied and rental units.  It was also noted that rental 

housing production would be a joint project with Lee County using HOME funds and the City of 

Fort Myers using CDBG funds.  Reference to the use of an Unspecified Sites Checklist was 

included in the EA.  The Environmental Review finding was signed by John Manning, 

Chairperson of the Lee County Board of County Commissioners on March 5, 1993. 

 

April 20, 1993:  An amended Environmental assessment for the HOME Program was completed 

April 20, 1993, for the following activities: 

 

 Housing Rehabilitation 

 New Construction 

 Downpayment Assistance with New Construction 

 Acquisition of Existing Housing 

 

No changes were made in the FY 1992-1993 Environmental Assessment except to add the 

acquisition of existing housing activity.  The Environmental Review finding was signed by John 

Manning, Chairperson of the Lee County Board of County Commissioners on July 28, 1993.  A 

public notice, in accordance with HUD Environmental Notes No. 91-92-T along with a 

memorandum dated April 20, 1993 to the Environmental Review Record (ERR), was also 

provided to document the amended assessment based on multi-year project activities for FY 

1993-1994. 

 

February 1994:  The Unspecified Sites Checklist and Environmental Monitoring Strategy 

referred to above were revised February 1994, to provide for additional information on the 

checklist and to coordinate the checklist review with the various County agencies responsible for 

certain environmental regulatory functions. 

 

July 20, 1994:  An Area Wide Compliance Process for Floodplain Management was prepared 

for Lee County July 20, 1994.  The process was approved by HUD August 24, 1994 and is 

effective for ten (10) years from the HUD approval date.  The area wide compliance process for 

floodplain management obviates the Federal requirement for project-by-project floodplain 

compliance determinations for activities proposed within the 100-year floodplain subject to 

compliance with the area wide compliance strategy conditions. 

 

September 1995:  The Unspecified Sites Checklist and Environmental Monitoring strategy was 

revised again September 1995, to provide for updated information and coordinated 

environmental review procedures.  The September 1995, document served as the basis for the FY 

1995-1996 Housing, Economic Development and Public Facilities Infrastructure Improvements 

Format II Environmental Assessments for Fiscal Year 1995-1996.  
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October 25, 1995:  An environmental review was prepared by the HUD Atlanta Environmental 

Office for Lee County’s FY 1995 HOPE 3 Program.  The review was prepared in the 

categorically excluded projects format for the following activity: 

 

 Purchase of vacant housing for affordable housing 

 

All HOPE 3 sites were required to be screened per the Lee County CDBG and HOME 

screening strategy.  The environmental review was prepared by Harry Walls, HUD 

Environmental Specialist and signed by Thomas A. Ficht HUD Supervisory 

Environmental Officer October 25, 1995.  

 

November 10, 1995:  Fiscal Year 1995-1996 Format II Environmental Assessments were 

prepared for each of the following CDBG, HOME and other HUD funded activities: 

 

 Housing activities 

 Economic development activities 

 Public facilities/improvement activities 

 

The environmental assessments included the following countywide components: 

 

 Acquisition of vacant, improved and/or unimproved land 

 Acquisition, rehabilitation and/or relocation of existing buildings and/or 

improvements 

 Construction of new buildings and/or improvements 

 Site improvements for existing structures and/or new construction including 

individual wells and septic systems 

 Public facilities and/or improvements for existing structures and/or new construction 

 Activities to assist in the construction of new buildings and/or improvements 

 Temporary and permanent relocation activities 

 Demolition of vacant existing structures and/or improvements 

 Loans for housing, economic development and public facility/improvement and/or 

related activities 

 

The request for release of funds and certification specified that the project consisted of county-

wide functionally aggregated activities of a continuing nature and that the exact sites had not 

been determined but that an unspecified sites checklist would be completed for each site once a 

location was established.  HUD issued a Removal of Grant Conditions effective November 10, 

1995 for the activities for as long as the related environmental reviews are valid. 

 

May 12, 1997:  The Lee County environmental monitoring strategy statement and checklist to be 

used as a screening device for projects with unspecified sites was discussed with Tony Amato, 

HUD Environmental Specialist.  The County was informed by HUD May 12, 1997 that after a 

Format II assessment is completed, in order for funds to be drawn down for the project; the 

screening checklist is employed as the specific sites are identified during the program year.  

Then, each completed, signed and dated checklist is placed in the project’s Environmental 

Review Record (ERR) as evidence that the site was environmentally screened. 

 



S:\NB\Planning\HUD\Environmental Review 13-17\PREVIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW SUMMARY.docx                       
 Page 4 of 7 

January 2000:  The Unspecified Sites Checklist was updated January, 2000 to reflect the 

following general changes: 

 

Items deleted from the September 1995 Checklist 

 Temporary Relocation and Loans As Types Of Projects 

 Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) Project Locations 

 Properly Zoned Sites For Proposed Use 

 Coastal Areas Protection And Management 

 

Items added to the September 1995 Checklist 

 Supportive Housing Program As Funding Source 

 Historic Preservation As Type Of Project 

 Public water system connection 

 Air quality provisions 

 Lead based paint 

 Underground storage tanks 

 Protection of aquifers 

 Man-made hazards 

 Runway clear zones and accident potential zones 

 Unique natural features 

 

April 2000:  The Lee County Environmental Monitoring Strategy for Unspecified Sites was 

revised April 2000 to provide for the following: 

 

 Lease of a building, rental assistance and supportive services for sponsored-based, 

project-based and other leased or owned specific type of project sites 

 Environmental justice provisions 

 

April 2000:  The Unspecified Sites Checklist was updated April, 2000 to reflect the following 

general changes: 

 

 Sponsor based rental assistance was added as a type of project 

 Provision for review of CHDO Project 

 

March 2001: The Unspecified Sites Checklist and Environmental Monitoring Strategy was 

revised March 2001.  The documents provided updated information and coordinated 

environmental review procedures.  Specifically the Lee County Environmental Monitoring 

Strategy for Unspecified Sites was revised to provide for the following: 

 

 Loans for housing and/or related activities 

 Historic preservation  

 Noise compliance requirements for designated airport hazard districts, major 

roadways and railroads. 

 Toxic site characteristics, clean-up or rejection. 

 Land development review for compatibility and impact on community facilities and 

services 
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The Unspecified Sites Checklist was revised to reflect the following general changes. 

 

 Items deleted from the April 2000 checklist: 

 

 Air quality 

 Lead-based paint 

 Underground storage tanks 

 Protection of aquifers for drinking water systems 

 Man-made hazards 

 Runway clear zones and accident potential zones 

 Economic development as a type of activity 

 

Items revised or added to the April 2000 checklist: 

 

 Loans as a type of project 

 Site potential for archeological properties 

 Designated coastal barriers zone 

 Land development 

 Proper zoning 

 Land use compatibility 

 Impact on existing community facilities and services 

 Toxic sites 

 Phase I Environmental Audit for multi-family projects 

 Designated coastal management zone letter of consistency 

 

April 2001:  The Lee County HUD Consolidated Plan Fiscal Years 2000-2002 Format II 

Environmental Assessments were prepared for each of the following CDBG and HOME 

Program activities: 

 Housing activities 

 Public facilities/improvement activities 

 

The request for release of funds and certification specified that the project consisted of 

countywide functionally aggregated and tiered activities of a continuing nature.  The exact sites 

were not determined but an unspecified sites-checklist is to be completed for each site once a 

location is established.  HUD issued the authority to use grant funds effective May 31, 2001 for 

the activities for as long as the related environmental reviews are valid. 

 

September 2003:  The Lee County Environmental Monitoring Strategy for Unspecified Sites 

was revised September 2003 to include a summary of the factors that were considered in order to 

avoid funding projects that would adversely affect the quality of the human or natural 

environment of Lee County. 

 

September 2005:  The Lee County Environmental Monitoring Strategy for Unspecified Sites 

was revised September 2005 in response to HUD’s Remote Environmental Monitoring Review 

(“the HUD Review”), dated September 9, 2005. The corrective actions were taken by DHS to 

address the two (2) findings and one (1) concern cited in the HUD Review. 
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 DHS revised the Unspecified Sites Checklist to be consistent with Attachment A of the 

HUD review and to be fully compliant with the aforementioned standards. 

 DHS created the Unspecified Sites Checklist for Subrecipients to be consistent with 

Attachment A of the HUD review and to be fully compliant with the aforementioned 

standards. 

 DHS developed the role of an Environmental Compliance Officer. 

 

December 2005:  The Lee County HUD Consolidated Plan Fiscal Years 2004-2005 Format II 

Environmental Assessments were prepared for each of the following CDBG and HOME 

Program activities: 

 Housing activities 

 Public facilities/improvement activities 

 

The request for release of funds and certification specified that the project consisted of 

countywide functionally aggregated and tiered activities of a continuing nature.  The exact sites 

were not determined but an unspecified sites-checklist is to be completed for each site once a 

location is established.  HUD issued the authority to use grant funds effective May 31, 2001 for 

the activities for as long as the related environmental reviews are valid. 

 

April 2007:  The Lee County HUD Consolidated Plan Fiscal Years 2005-2006 Format II 

Environmental Assessments were prepared for each of the following CDBG and HOME 

Program activities: 

 Housing activities 

 Public facilities/improvement activities 

 

The request for release of funds and certification specified that the project consisted of 

countywide functionally aggregated and tiered activities of a continuing nature.  The exact sites 

were not determined but an unspecified sites-checklist is to be completed for each site once a 

location is established.  HUD issued the authority to use grant funds effective May 31, 2001 for 

the activities for as long as the related environmental reviews are valid. 

 

November 2007: The Lee County HUD Consolidated Plan Fiscal Years 2006-2007 Format II 

Environmental Assessments were prepared for each of the following CDBG and HOME 

Program activities: 

 Housing activities 

 Public facilities/improvement activities 

 

The request for release of funds and certification specified that the project consisted of 

countywide functionally aggregated and tiered activities of a continuing nature.  The exact sites 

were not determined but an unspecified sites-checklist is to be completed for each site once a 

location is established.  HUD issued the authority to use grant funds effective May 31, 2001 for 

the activities for as long as the related environmental reviews are valid. 

 

September 2008: The Lee County HUD Consolidated Plan Fiscal Years 2008-2012 Format II 

Environmental Assessments were prepared for housing activities and public 

facilities/improvement activities, covering the CDBG, HOME, and ESG programs.  





Environmental Monitoring Strategy 

  



















Public Notice (FONSI/RROF) 

  



NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT AND  
NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS 

 
 

July 29, 2013 
 
Lee County Florida 

PO Box 398 
Fort Myers, FL 33902 

(239) 533-7930 
 
These notices shall satisfy two separate but related procedural requirements for 

activities to be undertaken by Lee County.  
 

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS 
 
On or about September 1, 2013, Lee County will submit a request to the US 

Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for the release of 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program and the HOME Investment 

Partnership (HOME) Program and the Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) Program 
funds to undertake the Housing and Public Facility/Improvement and Emergency 

Shelter Projects and Activities described below: 
 
Purpose: The projects consist of countywide functionally aggregated and tiered 

housing, public facility/improvement, and emergency shelter activities 
which are of a continuing nature pertaining to acquisition, lease, 

rehabilitation, new construction, site improvements, demolition, loans, 
and rapid re-housing.  

 

Scope: Acquisition or lease of vacant, improved, or unimproved land; 
Acquisition, lease, rehabilitation, and/or relocation of existing buildings 

and/or improvements; Construction of new buildings and/or 
improvements; Site improvements for existing structures and/or new 
construction, including individual wells and septic systems; Public 

facilities and/or improvements for existing structures and/or new 
construction; Activities to assist in the construction of new buildings 

and/or improvements; Demolition of vacant existing structures and/or 
improvements; Loans for housing and public facility/improvement 
projects and related activities; and Rapid re-housing activities.  

 
Location: Countywide, including incorporated and unincorporated areas. Location 

of exact sites have not been determined, however, a site-specific 
analysis will be conducted as each site is identified in order to establish 
compliance with 24 CFR Parts 58.5 and 58.6 in accordance with the 

Lee County Florida Environmental Monitoring Strategy for Unspecified 
Sites. Completion of the Unspecified Sites Checklist will determine if 

any further compliance actions are necessary, such as the satisfaction 
of Executive Orders 11988 and 119890, or Section 106 Historic 



Preservation Requirements or the Coastal Zone Management Act. 
Compliance with the National Flood Insurance Program, the Coastal 

Barrier Resources Act, and local airport runway protection zones will 
be required, if applicable.  

 
Estimated Funding: The request for release of funds will cover five fiscal years 

(FY 2013-2017). It is estimated that the following 

amounts will be used for these project activities each 
year.  

 
FUNDS ACTIVITY FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017 

HOME Housing $600,000 $600,000 $600,000 $600,000 $600,000 

CDBG Housing/Public 
Facilities/Improvements 

$2 million $2 million $2 million $2 million $2 million 

ESG Shelter Facility/Improvement $165,000 $165,000 $165,000 $165,000 $165,000 

 
The specific amounts will be identified annually through 
the annual action plan update process for the Lee County 

Consolidated Plan update process.  
 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
 
Lee County has determined that the above project activities will not constitute 

actions significantly affecting the quality of the human environment and 
accordingly, Lee County has decided that an Environmental Impact Statement 

under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA, 42 USC 4321) is not 
required.  

 
The reasons for the decision not to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement are 
as follows: 

 
a) Project activities will normally take place in regard to an existing structure 

and/or within an already basically developed or platted area. 
b) No adverse environmental impacts are anticipated due to the limited scope 

and size of the individual project activities and the fact that such activities 

will be conducted countywide and therefore spread over a large geographical 
area.  

c) Lee County’s Environmental Monitoring Strategy for Unspecified Sites will be 
utilized in conjunction with the Unspecified Sites Checklist to ensure full 
environmental review and compliance with the Statutory and Environmental 

Assessment Checklists.  
d) All permits will be issued in conformance with existing comprehensive plans, 

zoning, and related land development regulations. The Unspecified Sites 
Checklist will ensure compatibility and environmental design, historic values, 
and natural features. 

e) No action will be taken that will represent an irretrievable commitment of 
resources. 

f) Adverse impacts are of short term duration (related to construction and/or 
rehabilitation) and are not of significant magnitude.  



g) Appropriate safeguards will be applied to minimize the effect of the project 
activities. 

h) The project activities are not of sufficient size, scale, or mass and do not 
exceed the threshold criteria established for the preparation of a statement 

nor will the project activities have a significant impact on the human 
environment under NEPA. 

 

Environmental Review Records (ERR) respecting the project activities have been 
prepared by Lee County which document the environmental review of the projects 

and more fully set forth the reasons why an Environmental Impact Statement is not 
required. The ERRs are on file in the Lee County Department of Human Services, 
2440 Thompson Street, Fort Myers, Florida 33901, telephone number 239-533-

7930, and are available for public examination and copying, upon request, during 
the weekday hours of 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  

 
No further environmental review of such project activities is proposed to be 
conducted prior to the release of Federal funds.  

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
Any individual group or agency disagreeing with this determination or wishing to 

comment on the project activities may submit written comments to the Lee County 
Department of Human Services, 2440 Thompson Street, Fort Myers, Florida 33901. 
All written comments received by 5:00 PM, August 15, 2013, will be considered 

prior to Lee County’s submission of a request for release of funds. Comments 
should specify which Notice they are addressing.  

 
Este aviso público es con respecto a un análisis  ambiental completado para cumplir 
con fondos otorgados por el Departamento de Vivienda y Desarrollo Urbano de los 

Estados Unidos. Traducción de este aviso puede ser solicitado llamando al 533-
7930 (This public notice is regarding an environmental review completed for 

compliance with funding from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. Translation of the notice may be requested by calling 533-7930.).  
 

RELEASE OF FUNDS 
 

Lee County certifies to HUD that Cecil L Pendergrass, in his capacity as Chairman of 
the Lee County Board of County Commissioners, consents to accept the jurisdiction 
of the Federal Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to 

the environmental review process and that these responsibilities have been 
satisfied. HUD’s approval of the certification satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA 

and related laws and authorities, and allows Lee County to use Program funds.   
 
OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS 

 
HUD will accept objections to its release of funds and Lee County’s certification for a 

period of 15 days following the anticipated submission date or its actual receipt of 
the request (whichever is later) only if they are on one of the following bases: 



 
a) The certification was not executed by the Certifying Officer of Lee County. 

b) Lee County has omitted a step or failed to make a decision or finding 
required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR Part 58. 

c) The grant recipient has committed funds or incurred costs not authorized by 
24 CFR Part 58 before approval of a release of funds by HUD. 

d) Another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a 

written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of 
environmental quality. 

 
Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required 
procedures (24 CFR Part 58) and shall be addressed to HUD Region IV Miami Field 

Office, Brickell Plaza Federal Building, 909 SE First Avenue, Room 500, Miami, 
Florida, 33131-3208, Attn: Ubaldo A. Cazzoli, Environmental Officer. The HUD 

telephone number is (305) 536-5765. Potential objectors should contact HUD to 
verify the actual last day of the objection period.  
 

Cecil L Pendergrass, Chair 
Lee County Florida Board of County Commissioners 

Certifying Officer 
 

 

 

 



Request for Release of Funds (RROF) and Certification 

  








