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Bonita Springs City Limits

I:I DRGR Boundary

Photography Source: Digital aerial photography Jan, 2005

Aerial photograph of outer extent of southeast Lee County DR/GR-designated lands,
including those lying within the city of Bonita Springs.
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WHAT IS THE DR/GR?

The Density Reduction/Groundwater Resource designation was applied to
most of southeast Lee County in 1990 to settle litigation with the Florida
Department of Community Affairs. There were two reasons for this desig-
nation: Lee County’s desire to protect its shallow aquifers, and the state’s
insistence that Lee County reduce the population capacity of the Lee
Plan’s Future Land Use Map.

Five general types of land uses can take place in the DR/GR area. Some
are permitted by right, including very low density residential at one unit
per 10 acres; agriculture (citrus, row crops, and pasture); open space/rec-
reation; and conservation. A fifth type, mining, can be approved through
the rezoning process. Wetlands permeate the DR/GR; wetlands have their
own category on the future land use map with a residential density of one
unit per 20 acres. Categories called “Conservation Lands” designate some
uplands and wetlands that are being permanently protected by public

or nonprofit entities. A “Public Facilities” category has been applied to

the Airport Mitigation Park, although a pending plan amendment would
redesignate the majority of the park as “Conservation Lands.”

DR/GR is the predominate designation applied across 82,560 unincorpo-
rated acres in southeast Lee County. This area is east of I-75, south of the
Southwest Florida International Airport and State Road 82, and extends
all the way to the county lines of Collier and Hendry Counties. DR/GR
lands are located east of the cities of Fort Myers and Bonita Springs and
south of the vast low-density residential community of Lehigh Acres. The
DR/GR holds a strategic position between developed urban areas to the
north and west and pristine environmental preserves to the southeast.
DR/GR lands immediately adjoin the Corkscrew Swamp, which lies just
across the Collier County line. The watershed of Corkscrew Swamp ex-
tends well onto the DR/GR lands.

The importance of DR/GR-designated lands extends beyond their actual
boundaries. DR/GR lands store and protect a critical supply of water

for the region. Several wellfields already tap this supply for public use,
while valuable natural and agricultural systems also depend on this same
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resource. DR/GR lands constitute a last frontier of natural wetlands and
uplands with a remnant system of interconnected flowways that histori-
cally have supported abundant wildlife and the critical estuarine system
of Estero Bay.

Agriculture has played an important role in the DR/GR for fifty years,
with row crops, citrus, and cattle predominating. Because DR/GR lands
have remained relatively undeveloped, they allow a rural way of life in
the region for about 435 households, with the potential for about 1,145
more on existing subdivided parcels. The unique qualities of the area
and inexpensive land have also attracted major new developments along
Corkscrew Road and a proposal for a Development of Regional Impact
(DRI) just northeast of the airport that could bring thousands more resi-
dents to the area.

Another valuable resource is found under DR/GR lands: limestone. This
layer of limestone is a critical aquifer that stores water; in central and
southeast Lee County it also constitutes a valuable source of easily acces-
sible aggregate-quality limerock, an important building material for roads
and buildings. Road building agencies, construction industry stakehold-
ers, and mining companies all have a keen interest in the management of
southeast Lee County’s DR/GR lands.

The DR/GR area includes thousands of acres of protected wetlands and conservation areas.

LEE PLAN DR/GR DEFINITION

POLICY 1.4.5: The Density Reduction/Groundwater Resource (DR/
GR) areas include upland areas that provide substantial recharge to
aquifers most suitable for future wellfield development. These areas
also are the most favorable locations for physical withdrawal of water
from those aquifers. Only minimal public facilities exist or are pro-
grammed. Land uses in these areas must be compatible with maintain-
ing surface and groundwater levels at their historic levels.

Permitted land uses include agriculture, natural resource extraction
and related facilities, conservation uses, publicly-owned gun range
facilities, private recreation facilities, and residential uses at a maxi-
mum density of one dwelling unit per ten acres (1 du/10 acres). In-
dividual residential parcels may contain up to two acres of Wetlands
without losing the right to have a dwelling unit, provided that no
alterations are made to those wetland areas.

“Land uses in these areas must be compatible
with maintaining surface and groundwater
levels at their historic levels.”
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DR/GR MINE SUMMARY

PROJECT MINE ACRES
MINE NAME FORMER NAME OR LOCATION SEC-TWP-RGE ACRES
Approved Mines
Rinker Materials (s. of Alico) Florida Rock Ph. 1-A (northerly) 11, 12-46-25 915 537
Rinker Materials (n. of Alico) Florida Rock Ph. 3-A, 3-B 5, 6-46-26 1,194 622
Rinker Materials (Ginn Lago) Florida Rock Ph. 1-B, 2-A, 2-B 7,8,17, 18,19, 20-46-26 3,560 1,357
Florida Rock (Miromar Lakes) Florida Rock Ph. 1-A (southerly) 13, 14-46-25
Florida Rock Greenmeadows Harper Bros. Green Meadows 35-45-26; 2, 3-46-26 1,521 1,075
Florida Rock Greenmeadows exp. SE expansion of Green Meadows 1, 11, 12-46-26 1,529 1,132
Youngquist Brothers West Lakes; University Lakes 9,10, 11, 15, 16, 21-46-26 1,955 1,511
Cemex/RMC Corkscrew Woods (s. of Corkscrew) 28-46-26 309 228
Westwind Corkscrew (n. of Corkscrew; far east) 22, 23-46-27 603 299
Bell Road (replaces Sunstate; s. of 82) 27, 34-45-27 504 265
Bonita Grande Aggregates Bonita Farms | & Il 17, 20-47-26 1,321 557
Bonita Land Resources Highgate Corp. 33-47-26 48 32
Plumosa Farm Sanfilco 33-47-26 37 30
TOTALS: 13,496 7,645
Partially-Approved Mines
Florida Rock Mine #2 (IPD vacated; no ACOE permit) 26, 27, 28, 33, 34, 35, 4,839 2,471
36-45-27;
28, 31, 32, 33-45-27
Mine Applications that are Pending or in Litigation
Corkscrew Excavation (n. of Corkscrew) 19-46-27; 23, 24-46-26 1,366 840
Golfrock (n. of Corkscrew) 22-46-27 253 142
Estero Group (n. of Corkscrew) 23-46-27 318 251
Schwab 640 Corkscrew Lakes 30-47-26 644 378
Schwab Il (also s. of Corkscrew) 29-46-27 600 318
Cypress Bay (s. of Corkscrew) 27, 33, 34-46-27 953 267
Ibis Lake Estates (s. of SR 82) 34-45-27 93 61
TOTALS: 4,227 2,257
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