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Ordinance 17-08

Light House United Methodist Women Strawberry Festival

PERMIT NUMBER: TMP2024-00066

Date(s) of Event:  February 29, 2024 to March 3, 2024 from 7:00AM until

5:00PM
Property Owner: LEE COUNTY
Applicant: Amy Mitchell

248-709-0832
Description: Church sponsored festival, rummage sale, bake sale, lunch for donation and silent

auction. Proceeds benefit local children, women's and community 501-C organizations.

Location of event: 131 -1351ST ST W, BOCA GRANDE, FL 33921

Boca Grande Park and Community Center

Will the event be attended by 1000 or more people ? Yes
Will the event be held on County Owned Property ? Yes
Will there be alcohol consumed or sold at the event ? No
Will a bond be posted for this event ? No

Permit Conditions:

* Applicant must meet all event application requirements, including requirements of the sign- off agencies.
The premises is to be left in the same condition as it was prior to the event.

The permit is to be readily available for inspection during the entire event.

If this approval includes the sale or consumption of alcoholic beverages, no alcoholic beverages may be
consumed 1 1/2 hours prior to the conclusion of the event and vacating the facility/property.

Board of County Commissioners
Lee County, Florida

/% 71 \, 2\ \P-\

County Manager Date
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Lee County Event Permit Application

Event Application

Check the appropriate box(es) below:
¢ SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT

[~ USE OF COUNTY PROPERTY PERMIT
[~ PERMIT TO SELL AND CONSUME ALCHOLIC BEVERAGES WITHIN LEE COUNTY FACILITIES

[~ FILM PERMIT

Section | - GENERAL INFORMATION (All Permit Types)

Title of Event / Name of | Light House United Methodist Women Strawberry Festival

| Production

Date(s) of Event / Thursday, February 29th at 7:00am to Sunday, March 3rd
Production: at 5:00pm |

Location(s) of Event:

All rooms and building within the Crowninshield Building
Community Center Lawn, Pavillion and Parking Lot

Name of Applicant:

'Amy Mitchell

Applicant Address:

13085 Via Flaminia
Placida, Florida 33946

Applicant Phone Number:

248.709.0832

Contact Person:
(If different from applicant)

Contact Phone Number:
(If different from applicant)

Email Address:

amylmitchell@live.com amymit@microsoft.com

Estimated Attendance:

1500

Event Description:
Include each activity, when
activities take place, etc.

Church sponsored festival, rummage sale, bake sale, lunch
for donation and silent auction. Proceeds benefit local
children, women's and community 501-C organizations.

Hours of Operatirt.»rrii:m‘ TOOam to 5:00pm
STRAP # of Parcel:
Owner of Premises*: Lee County

*Notarized statement from the property owner specifically consenting to the proposed use required.
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Lee County Event Permit Application

What is the Zoning Classification of the premises? Recreation

Are any temporary structures to be installed forthe event? X Yes [~ No  Type: Tent

Do you have the appropriate permits for the temporary structures? X Yes |~ No

* For a 'Special Event' and 'Use of County Property' permit, submit a site plan with all proposed facilities and activities
identified, including all parking areas.

Insurance Company Insuring the Event: AON Risk SerViceS, Inc. of Florida

Note: Certificate of Insurance must be submitted at time of application

Surety Company Bonding this Event (Name and Address): Lighthouse United Methodist Chruch of Boca Grande

Will Vehicles be Used as Part of This ~ Will Food be Available at this Event? Will Alcoholic Beverages be
Event? served/consumed at this Event?
[~ Yes % No [ Yes [~ No [~ Yes % No
If yes, automobile coverage must be If yes, products liability coverage must be If yes, liquor liability coverage must be
included on the certificate of insurance. included on the certificate of insurance. included on the certificate of insurance.

Name & Address of Organization | jghthouse United Methodist Church of Boca Grande
Providing Food:

Type of Food being Served: d€Ssert, grilled meats, bagged chips, canned beverages

Section Il - USE OF COUNTY PROPERTY PERMIT

Organization Sponsoring the Event: | jghthouse United Methodist Church

Section Il - SALE/CONSUMPTION OF ALCHOLIC BEVERAGES PERMIT
Is alcohol being sold/consumed on County Property? X Yes X No
If Yes, then a "Lee County Alcohol Permit" is required. Only non-profit organizations can sell alcohol on County Property.

Non-profit certificate/registration number:
(Required if alcohol is to be SOLD at the event)

Please note: A permit from the State of Florida Division of Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco may also be required; please call (239) 344-0885 for
further details



Lee County Event Permit Application

Type of Production (choose all that apply):
[~ TV Movie or Special [~ TV Series / Pilot X TV Commercial [} Still Photos

PX Public Service Announcement |~ Industrial / Documentary |~ Other:

Will any of the following be needed or included*?

Street Closure [~ Yes X No
Traffic / Crowd Control X Yes [~ No
Fire or Burning X Yes X No
Explosives or Pyrotechnics [~ Yes X No
Animals, Large or Small ™ Yes X No
Construction of Any Kind [T Yes ¢ No
Large and/or Numerous Vehicles X VYes X No
Helicopters, Boats, etc. [~ Yes X No
Stunts [ Yes X No
Other ™ Yes X No

* For any marked Yes, provide further details below:

Special Parking Requirements:

Cones required to block off 3 parking spaces closest to the Crowninsheild Building

City or County Services Required: (Personnel, equipment, facilities, etc.)

[Boca Grande Community Center; Ampetheater, bathrooms, parking lot, Crowninshield Building, lawns, sports courts,

The following information is required for local and state records on production in Florida to track the economic impact of
the industry. If exact figures are not available, please estimate as closely as possible.

Number in Cast: Number in Crew: Number of locals hired:
Total budget: Estimate amount spent in Lee County:
Hotel room nights: Number of shooting days:

number of rooms x number of nights



Lee County Event Permit Application

SECTION | - SAFETY | Pt

The Applicant agrees to provide adequate traffic and crowd control, emergency medical services and any other items,
at the Applicant's expense, required by Lee County to protect the health, safety and welfare of the public. Lee County
shall have the power to review the proposal and require, as necessary, detailed plans, diagrams, and explanations to
clearly outline to Lee County, exactly what the Applicant is proposing.

SECTION II - INSURANCE

The Applicant, at its sole expense, agrees to procure and maintain in force during the entire term of the application,
liability insurance in the amounts determined by Lee County Risk Management to protect against damages or other
claims arising from use of County property by the applicant or its guests. Other limits may also be established by Lee
County Risk Management for events which will be serving or consuming alcoholic beverages at approved County
property. The insurance policy must also include coverage for Applicant's contingent liability on damages, claims or
losses. “Lee County Board of County Commissioners” must be named as “additional insured” on the Certificate of
Insurance, and the Certificate must be delivered to Lee County prior to Applicant's use of the property. The
Insurance may not be canceled during the term of the event, if this occurs, the County has the right to revoke
approvals related to use of the County property for the event, without recourse by the applicant.

SECTION Iii - INDEMNIFICATION

The Applicant agrees to indemnify, release and save harmless Lee County against any and all claims, costs, demands,
damages, judgments or injuries of any nature arising from the conduct or management of, or from any work or thing
whatsoever done in or about said Lee County property or any building or structure appurtenant thereto or equipment
thereof during the term of this Permit, or arising during such term from any act of negligence of the Applicant,
Applicant's agents, contractors, or employees, or arising from any accident, injury, or damage whatsoever, however
caused, to any person or persons, or to any property of any person, persons, corporation or corporations, occurring
during the term of this agreement on, in, or about said Lee County property, and from and against all costs, attorney's
fees, expenses and liabilities occurring in connection with any such claim or any action or proceeding brought thereon.

For film permit applicants: The permittee shall have on-site a responsible representative empowered with authority
over the filming director, filming crews, participants and filming operation. Permittee shall indemnify, defend and
hold harmless the county, its officers, agents and employees from and against all claims, suits, actions, damages,
liabilities, expenditures or causes of action of any kind arising out of or occurring during the activities of the permittee,
and resulting or occurring from any negligent act, omission or error of permittee, resulting in or relating to injuries to
body, life, limb or property sustained in, about or upon the permitted premises or improvement thereto, or arising
from the use of the premises.

SECTION IV - DELIVERY, ACCEPTANCE AND SURRENDER OF PREMISES

The Applicant agrees to accept the County property on possession as being in a satisfactory state of repair and in
sanitary condition.

The Applicant must surrender the premises to Lee County in the same condition as when Applicant takes possession,
allowing for reasonable use and wear, and damage by acts of God. Applicant agrees to remove all business signs or
symbols placed on the premises by the Applicant before redelivery of the premises to Lee County, and restore the
premises to the condition in which it existed before their placement. Any signs and markings created or used in
connection with this event must be temporary and removable; painting roadways, trees or any other fixed object is
strictly prohibited. Applicant agrees to clear the Lee County property of litter at the close of the event.

Pace | o



Lee County Event Permit Application

SECTION V - AGREEMENT

The Applicant agrees that Lee County can, at its sole discretion, terminate and cancel its permit to use Lee
County property at any time without prejudice. Applicant further agrees to waive, release, save and hold
harmless Lee County from any and all claims, demands or cause of actions based upon Lee County's
cancellation or termination of said permit.

The Applicant agrees that the Lee County permit does not provide Applicant with any property rights in the
County property in question or in the permit itself.

The applicant does acknowledge and hereby affirms that any and all information is accurate to the best of
his/her knowledge. ¢

@f" ZJ F(‘waw/

Print Narﬁe of'Ay:"plicant and Title Print Name of Witness

1.16.2024 oty 2

Date Date




LEE COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTIVIENT
14750 SIX MILE CYPRESS PARKWAY
FORT MYERS,FLORIDA33912
(239) 477-1199

Check the appropriate box(es) below:

™ SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT

[X USE OF COUNTY PROPERTY PERMIT

[~ PERMIT TO SELL AND CONSUME ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES WITHIN LEE COUNTY FACILITIES
™ FILM PERMIT

AFTER REVIEWING THE APPLICATION, PLEASE INDICATE BELOW WHAT ARRANGEMENTS YOUR QRGANIZATION
WILL REQUIRE THE APPLICANT TO COMPLY WITH FOR THEIR EVENT.

Parking:

Deputies {How Many?):

Fee for Services:

Special Arrangements:

Parking for event will be in authorized areas only & right-of-way must not be impeded.

None are required for this event.

None are required for this event.

According to the permit application no alcohol will be served during the event.
All amplified sounds must adhere to the Lee County Noise Ordinance.

Print Name: ?Oju%ﬂfbf‘& J/

Signature: <7 o

Title: A AR &@)ﬁg‘"’
Date: o 5 &%

7
a
o




f s S

Lee County Event Permit Application

FIRE DEPARTMENT
The Fire Department serving the area where the event is to be held signs this form.
Please see User's Guide for contact information and Fire District Map.

Check the appropriate box{es) below:

| SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT

% USE OF COUNTY PROPERTY PERMIT
[~ FILM PERMIT

AFTER REVIEWING THE APPLICATION, PLEASE INDICATE BELOW WHAT ARRANGEMENTS YOUR ORGANIZATION
WILL REQUIRE THE APPLICANT TO COMPLY WITH FOR THEIR EVENT.

Fire Guards (How
Many?) None

Fee for Services:

None
Flammable Vegetation:
None
First Aid Equipment:
None
Fire Extinguishing:
None

Special Arrangements:

Print Narna: C. W. Blosser
enature: /. [

Signature: ém A————-"
Title: Fire Chief

Date: 1/24/2024

(=
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DPS or LCEMS File Reference:

Lee County Event Permit Application

Light House United Methodist Women Strawberry Festival - Boca - 2-29-24 to 3-3-24

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES / PUBLIC SAFETY
2000 Main St., Suite #100
FORT MYERS, FL 33901

(239) 533-3911

Check the appropriate box(es) below:

X SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT
X USE OF COUNTY PROPERTY PERMIT

[~ PERMIT TO SELL AND CONSUME ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES WITHIN LEE COUNTY FACILITIES
FILM PERMIT

AFTER REVIEWING THE APPLICATION, PLEASE INDICATE BELOW WHAT ARRANGEMENTS YOUR
ORGANIZATION WILL REQUIRE THE APPLICANT TO COMPLY WITH FOR THEIR EVENT.

Treatment Facilities:

Medical Personnel:

Medical Supplies /
Equipment:

Safety Requirements:

Fee for Services

Special Arrangements:

None necessary.

None necessary.

None necessary.

Applicants shall follow all CDC and FDOH directives, and the Florida Governor's Executive
Orders concerning health and safety, especially with regards to COVID-19 and the number of
people congregating at the event.

Not applicable.

Print Name:
Signature:
Title:

Date:

Douglas B. Higgins

Please call 911 in the event of an emergency.
office at EMSDetail@leegov.com.

To arrange special event coverage, contact our

’WY L PZ\LPN

Digitally signed by Captain Douglas B.
Higgins
Date: 2024.01.27 13:54:51 -05'00'

Captain, EMS Operations

January 27,

2024

P
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Lee County Event Permit Application

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
1500 MONROE STREET
FORT MYERS,FL33901
(239) 533-8580

Check the appropriate box(es) below:

|71 SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT

[X USE OF COUNTY PROPERTY PERMIT
[~ PERMIT TO SELL AND CONSUME ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES WITHIN LEE COUNTY FACILITIES

[~ FILM PERMIT

AFTER REVIEWING THE APPLICATION, PLEASE INDICATE BELOW WHAT ARRANGEMENTS YOUR ORGANIZATION
WILL REQUIRE THE APPLICANT TO COMPLY WITH FOR THEIR EVENT.

Parking:

Ingress and Egress:

Special Arrangements:

No event parking is permitted in Lee County maintained road right of ways.

Please use all established means of ingress and egress.

Shall use Lee County Sheriff’s Office for assistance with traffic control as needed.
Emergency vehicle access and public vehicular access shall be maintained on all surrounding Lee
County maintained roads.

Print Name: Nathan Thoman

: . Digitally signed by Nathaniel C. Th
Signature:  Nathaniel C. Thoman oo sy teasse osoo

Title: Project Manager

Date: 01/22/24

Page| 9



LEE COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION
3410 PALM BEACH BOULEVARD
FORT MYERS,FLORIDA33916
(239) 533-7275

Check the appropriate box(es) below:

[‘3'{. SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT

[%| USE OF COUNTY PROPERTY PERMIT
[~ PERMIT TO SELL AND CONSUME ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES WITHIN LEE COUNTY FACILITIES

[ FILM PERMIT

AFTER REVIEWING THE APPLICATION, PLEASE INDICATE BELOW WHAT ARRANGEMENTS YOUR ORGANIZATION
WILL REQUIRE THE APPLICANT TO COMPLY WITH FOR THEIR EVENT.

Hlumination:

parking Areas:

Special Arrangements:

Any fllumination needs will be provided by the event organizer,

Confirm appropriate parking areas with the site supervisor. Event organizer will provide adequate
parking attendance and traffic control devices and must ensure all emergency access and egress are
clear for emergency vehicles,

Event organizer must provide a dumpster for garbage from the event,

Participants and spectators must disperse and leave the park area to seek safe shelter during lightning
alerts or threatening weather,

Work with site supervisor for event needs.

Print Name: ColleenVia

Signature; //:7&[&(,‘ é/;@

Title: County Wide Services Manager

Date: 1/26/2024

Bota - Strawfparey fontwnd
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Lee County Event Permit Application

LEE COUNTY RISK MANAGEMENT
COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING - 4™ FLOOR
2115 SECOND STREET
FORT MYERS,FLORIDA33901
(239) 533-2221

Check the appropriate box(es) below:

[X SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT

[X USE OF COUNTY PROPERTY PERMIT

[~ PERMIT TO SELL AND CONSUME ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES WITHIN LEE COUNTY FACILITIES
[~ FILM PERMIT

AFTER REVIEWING THE APPLICATION, PLEASE INDICATE BELOW WHAT ARRANGEMENTS YOUR ORGANIZATION
WILL REQUIRE THE APPLICANT TO COMPLY WITH FOR THEIR EVENT.

Insurance Requirements:

Special Arrangements:

Commercial general liability insurance with minimum limits of One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) per
occurrence to protect against bodily injury and/or property damage relative to applicants use of
aforementioned event within Lee County.

Certificate Must Read As:

Lee County, a political subdivision and Charter County of the State of Florida, its agents, employees,
and public officials are automatic additional insureds and includes an automatic waiver of subrogation
with regard to general liability. The certificate holder is an additional insured on a primary and
noncontributory basis with regards to general liability.

A Certificate of Insurance shall be submitted as evidence of the required coverage listing Lee County, a
political subdivision and Charter County of the State of Florida, P.O. Box 398, Fort Myers, FL 33902 as
the certificate holder and as an additional insured as listed above.

Subject to proof of insurance.

Print Name: Mike Figueroa

Signature: ,/Z;;‘A) _Ag _—

Title: Risk Progra\m' anager

Date: January 25, 2024

Page | 11
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ACORD CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE

DATE(MM/DD/YYYY)

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFFIRMATIVELY OR NEGATIVELY AMEND, EXTEND OR ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES

©
BELOW. THIS CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE ISSUING INSURER(S), AUTHORIZED %
REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. Pl
IMPORTANT: If the certificate holder is an ADDITIONAL INSURED, the policy(ies) must have ADDITIONAL INSURED provisions or be endorsed. If -
SUBROGATION IS WAIVED, subject to the terms and conditions of the policy, certain policies may require an endorsement. A statement on this 5.%
certificate does not confer rights to the certificate holder in lieu of such endorsement(s). E
PRODUCER CONTACT =
Aon Risk Services, Inc of Florida B &
’ 283- FAX 800-363-
4010 w. Boy Scout Boulevard (ucino.Ewy,  CBB6) 283-7122 (AIC. No.): 963-0105 %
Suite 200 E-MAIL s o
Tampa FL 33607 USA ADDRESS:
INSURER(S) AFFORDING COVERAGE NAIC #
INSURED INSURER A: The Princeton Excess & Surp Lines Ins Co|10786
356926 BOCA GRANDE UMC S
PO BOX 524
Boca Grande FL 33921 USA INSURER C:
INSURER D:
INSURER E:
INSURER F:
COVERAGES CERTIFICATE NUMBER: 570103552990 REVISION NUMBER:
THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE POLICIES OF INSURANCE LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD
INDICATED. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY REQUIREMENT, TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS
CERTIFICATE MAY BE ISSUED OR MAY PERTAIN, THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS,
EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES. LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS. Limits shown are as requested
T?RR TYPE OF INSURANCE ‘}32['; ﬁ,‘v{?[? POLICY NUMBER (,\'f,?,,',‘[',%‘;ﬁ?y &%ﬂgﬁﬂpﬂ LIMITS
A | X | COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY Y N2-A3-RL-0000017-14 12/31/2023(12/31/2024| gacH occurRENcE $1,000, 000
SIR applies per policy terpns & condifions DAMAGE TO RENTED
[ CLAIMS-MADE OCCUR z PREMSES{Ea cesiiencs $1,000,000
MED EXP (Any one person) $1 y 000 y 000
PERSONAL & ADV INJURY $1,000,000[ o
(0]
GEN'L AGGREGATE LIMIT APPLIES PER: GENERAL AGGREGATE $5,000,000 e
— . Yo}
X | poLicy ?E(:DT Loc PRODUCTS - COMP/OP AGG $1,000,000] 9
A— 2
OTHER: Sex Abuse/Molestation $1 ,000, 000 é
AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT ©
(Ea accident)
ANY AUTO BODILY INJURY ( Per person) O
OWNED SCHEDULED BODILY INJURY (Per accident) 4
AUTOS [
- Qléégi l%"(‘)‘-SY NON-OWNED PROPERTY DAMAGE ®
L onLy AUTOS ONLY |-(Per accident) &
— =
UMBRELLA LIAB OCCUR EACH OCCURRENCE o
|| excessuine CLAIMS-MADE AGGREGATE
DEDl |RETENTION
WORKERS COMPENSATION AND PER STATUTE l IOTH.
EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY YIN ER
ANY PROPRIETOR / PARTNER / EXECUTIVE E.L. EACH ACCIDENT
OFFICER/MEMBER EXCLUDED? |:| NIA
(Mandatory in NH) E.L. DISEASE-EAEMPLOYEE
If yes, describe under
DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS below. E.L. DISEASE-POLICY LIMIT
DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS / LOCATIONS / VEHICLES (AGORD 101, Addi Remarks may be attached if more space is required)

Lee_county Board of county commissioners, A Political subdivision and charter county of the State of Florida, its agents,
employees” and public officials is included as Additional Insured in accordance with the policy provisions of the General
Liability policy.

OK 01/25/2024

\
CERTIFICATE HOLDER CANCéLLATION

SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE THE
EXPIRATION DATE THEREOF, NOTICE WILL BE DELIVERED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
POLICY PROVISIONS.

Lee County Board of County Commissioners AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

Attn: cChristie Tvardek PO Box 398
Ae Do Fresies Swa o H it

Fort Myers FL 33902 USA

©1988-2015 ACORD CORPORATION. All rights reserved.

ACORD 25 (2016/03) The ACORD name and logo are registered marks of ACORD

I B i AT L A



s FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

General Council on finance and Admnistration

PO Box 340029
OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Nashville, TN 37203-0029

December 20, 2017

BOCA GRANDE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
PO BOX 524

BOCA GRANDE FL 33921-0524

Re: Certification of Inclusion in The United Methodist Church Group Tax Exemption Ruling
Affiliated Organization: BOCA GRANDE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Affiliated Organization’s Employer Identification Number (EIN): 58-2221539

This letter will certify that the affiliated organization named above is included in The United Methodist
Church Group Tax Exemption Ruling (“UMC GroupRuling”). In particular, as stated in the GroupRuling
determination letter issued to The United Methodist Church by the Internal Revenue Service (“IRS”), this

affiliated organization is exempt from federal income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code.

This certification letter is issued by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church (“GCFA”), the central organization for the UMC GroupRuling. As the central
organization, GCFA has been granted the authority by the IRS to determine which organizations are
included in the UMC GroupRuling. (The IRS Group Exemption Number (“GEN”) for the UMC
GroupRuling is 2573.) Thus, this certification letter, together with the enclosed copy of the IRS
GroupRuling determination letter, serves to verify the tax-exempt status of this affiliated organization.

If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact the GCFA Legal Services Department at
(866) 367-4232 or legal@gcfa.org.
Sincerely,

GENERAL COUNCIL ON FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION OF
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

A

Va A/
Y/

} ) ,
(t\j/u,} .' l/,//U/ //,' A7
/

Leticia Mayberry Wright
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures



Pepartment of the Treasury

Internal Revenue Service
Washington, DG 20224

Date: in reply refer to:
0cT 16 174 T:MS:EQ:R:1-2 )
Council on Finance and Administra-
tion of the United Methodist
> Church, a/k/a the United
Methodist Church and Its
Affiliated Organizations
1200 Davis Street
Evanston, Illinois 60201

Attention: R, Bryan Brawner
Dear Applicané:

This refers to the information submitted for use in
determining your status and the status of your affiliated
religious organizations, on the list you submitted, as
being exempt from Federal income tax under section 501(c)
(3) of the Internal Revenue GCode.

For the purposes of this group ruling, your affiliated
religious organizations include The General Conference,
Judicial Council; General Agencies, Commisgions, Committees,
their divisions and departments thereof, and, other related
organizations; Jurisdictional Conferences and Affiliated
Agencies, Commissions, and other organizations; Annual
Conferences and divisions and departments thereof; Annual
Conference Agencies, Commnissions, Committees, and affiliated
organization; Local Churches and Local Church Agencies,
Commissions, Committees, and other affiliated organizationsa.

Based on the information supplied, we rule that you
and your affiliated religious organizations, on the list
you submitted, are exempt from Federal income tax under sec-
tion 501(c)(3} of the Coda.

We have further determined that you and the affiliated
religious organizations you operate, supervise, or control,
and which are covered by your notification to us, are not
private foundations whthin the meaning of section 509(a) of
the Code, because you and your affiliated religlous organiza-
tions are organizations described in sections l70(b)(1§(A)(i)
and 509(&)(1§ of the Code.

3



-2

Council on Finance and Administration of the
United Methodist Church, a/k/a the United
Methodist Church and Its Affiliated Organiza-
tions

Organizations that are not private foundations are
not subject to the excise taxes under Chapteér 42 of the
Code, However, they are not automatically exempt from
other Federal excise taxes, .

You and your affiliated religious organizations are
not required to file the Return for Organizations Exempt
From Income Tax, Form 990, as you come within the excep-
tion contained in section 6033(a)(2)(A)(i) of the Code.

You and your affiliated religious organizations are
not required to file Federal income tax returns unless
you are subject to the tax on unrelated business income
under section 511 of the Code. If you or your affiliated
religious organizations are subject to this tax, you must
file an income tax return on Form 990-T, 1In this letter
we are not determining whether any of your present or
proposed activities, or those of your affiliated teligious
organizations, is unrelated trade or business as defined
in section 513 of the Gode.

You and your affiliated religious organizations are
not liable for social security (FICA) taxes unless you
file a waiver of exemption certificate as provided in the
Federal Insurance Contributions Act, You and your
affiliated religious organizations are not liable for the
) %gﬁ;z)imposed under the Federal Unemployment. Tax Act

Donors may deduct contributions to you and to your
affiliated religious organizations as provided by section
170 of the Code, Bequests, legacies, devises, transfers,
or gifts to or for your use, or to or for the use of your
affiliated religious organizations, are deductible for
Federal estate and gift tax purposes under section 2055,
2106, and 2522 of the Code.

1f you change your purposes, character, ox method
of operation, please let your key District Director kmow
s0 he may consider the effect on your exempt status. Also,
pésase keep him informed of any,changes in your name or
address.



-3

Council on Finance and Administration of the
United Methodist Church, a/k/a the United
Mithodist Church and Its Affiliated Organiza-
tions

You should advise each of your affiliated religious or-
ganizations of the provisions of this ruling, including the
requirements for filing Federal tax returns.

Each year, within 45 days after the close of your
annual accounting period, please send the following to the
Director, Internal Revenue Service Center, 11601 Roosevelt
Boulegard, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19155, Attention: EOR
Branch:

1. A statement describing any changes during
the year in the Eurposes, character, or
method of operation of your affiliated
religious organizations.

2. Lists of the names, mailing addresses, in-
cluding Postal Zip Codes and employer
identification numbers, of your affiliated
religious organizations that during the year:

a, changed names or addresses;
b. were deleted from your roster; ox
c. were added to the roster.

3., TFor affiliated religious organizatioms to
be added attach:

a., a statement that the information
upon which your present group
exemption letter 1s based applies;

b. a statement that each has given you
written authorization to add its
name to the roster;

c. a list of those to which the Ser-
vice previously issued exemption
rulings or determination letters; and

d. a statement that none of the
affiliated religious organization
are private foundations ag defined
in section 509(a) of the Gode.



e

Council on Finance and Administration of the
United Methodist Church, a/k/a the United
Methodist Church and Its Affiliated Organiza-
tions

4, 1f applicable, a statement that your group
exemption roster did not change during the
year.

This ruling supersedes our ruling letter of November
20, 1945, In additiom, this ruling letter supersedes our
group exemption letters to your affiliated Annual Conferences
and Conferences and to the individual determination or rul-
in§ letters isgsued to your affiliated churches and other
affiliated religious organization.

Please be sure to enter your employer ldentification
number on all your tax returns and in your correspondence
with .the Internal Revenue Service.

This ruling is not applicable to your affiliated foreign
religlous organizations,

The key District Director, Internal Revenue Service,
Chicago, Illinois, which is your key district for exempt
organization matters, will be furnished a copy of this
letter. Please keep this ruling in your permsnent records.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely yours,

) (>

g3

on Cern%ig‘ .
Chief, Rulings Section 1
Exempt Organizations Branch



Group Exemptions

What is a group exemption letter?

The IRS sometimes recognizes a group of or-
ganizations as tax-exempt if they are affiliated
with a central organization. This avoids the
need for each of the organizations to apply
for exemption individually. A group exemp-
tion letter has the same effect as an individual
exemption letter except that it applies to more
than one organization.

What is the reason for group exemptions?

Group exemptions are an administrative
convenience for both the IRS and organiza-
tions with many affiliated organizations. Sub-
ordinates in a group exemption do not have

to file, and the IRS does not have to process,
separate applications for exemption. Conse-
quently, subordinates do not receive individual
exemption letters.

What types of organizations can qualify
for group exemptions?

Exempt organizations that have or plan to
have related organizations that are very
similar to each other may apply for a group
exemption.

What are central and subordinate
organizations?

Groups of organizations with group exemption
letters have a "head” or main organization,
referred to as a central organization. The
central organization generally supervises or
controls many chapters, called subordinate
organizations. The subordinate organizations
typically have similar structures, purposes,
and activities.

Tax Exempt and Government Entities Division

Example: X is a national, fraternal
organization exempt under Internal
Revenue Code (“IRC”) section 501(c)(8).
X has several state and hundreds of
local chapters that have nearly identical
articles of incorporation, by-laws, pur-
poses, and activities. As the national
organization, X is considered the central
organization; the state and local chap-
ters are subordinate organizations and
are covered under X's group exemption.

What criteria must organizations meet to
be included in a group exemption?

To qualify for a group exemption, the central
organization and its subordinates must have a
defined relationship. Subordinates must be:

Affiliated with the central organization;
Subject to the central organization’s gen-
eral supervision or control; and

Exempt under the same paragraph of
IRC 501(c), though not necessarily the
paragraph under which the central orga-
nization is exempt.

Rev. Proc. 80-27. 1980-1 C.B. 677 sets forth
additional criteria.

Must the central organization be
recognized by the IRS as tax-exempt
before the organization can obtain a
group exemption?

No. A central organization may submit its
request for a group exemption at the same
time it submits its exemption application on
Form 1023 or Form 1024. Churches are not
required to apply for recognition of their own
status in order to be tax-exempt, and the
group exemption rules do not change this.



How does the group exemption process
work?

Upon receipt of an application Form 1023

or 1024 and a request for group exemption,
the IRS first determines whether the central
organization and the existing subordinates
qualify for tax exemption. Once the IRS
grants the exemption, the central organiza-
tion is responsibie for: (1) ensuring that its
current subordinates continue to qualify to
be exempt; (2) verifying that any new sub-
ordinates are exempt; and (3) updating the
IRS on an annual basis of new subordinates,
subordinates no longer to be included, and
subordinates that have changed their names
or addresses.

What is included in an annual update?

Annual updates must contain the following
information:

a. Information about changes in purposes,
character, or method of operation of sub-
ordinates included in the group exemption
letter.

b. Lists of :

1. subordinates that have changed their
names or addresses during the year;

2. subordinates no longer to be included
in the group exemption letter because
they have ceased to exist, disaffiliated,
or withdrawn their authorization to the
central organization; and

3. subordinates to be added to the group
exemption letter because they are
newly organized or affiliated or have
newly authorized the central organiza-
tion to include them.

Each list must show the names, mailing
address (including zip codes), actual ad-
dress if different, and employer identifica-
tion numbers of the affected subordinates.

An annotated directory of subordinates will
not be accepted for this purpose. If none
of these changes occurred, the central or-
ganization must submit a statement to that
effect.

¢. The same information about new subordi-
nates that was required in the initial re-
quest. If a new subordinate does not differ
in any material respects from the subor-
dinates included in the original request,
however, a statement to this effect may be
submitted in lieu of detailed information.

Where does a central organization
submit an annual update?

Annual updates go to the Ogden Service
Center, Mail Stop 6271, Ogden, UT 84404-
4749. Six months before the update is due,
the IRS sends the central organization a list
of currently listed subordinates, sometimes
called List of Parent and Subsidiary Ac-
counts.

What are the filing requirements
for organizations that hold group
exemptions?

A group exemption letter does not change
the filing requirements for exempt organiza-
tions. The central organization and the sub-
ordinates must file Forms 990 (or 990-EZ),
unless they meet a filing exception. Ifitis
required to file an annual return, the central
organization must file its own separate return
but may also file a group return on behalf of
some or all of its subordinates. If the central
organization files on behalf of some of its
subordinates, rather than all, it must attach a
list of the subordinates included in the return.



How do | verify that an organization is
included as a subordinate in a group
exemption ruling?

The central organization that holds a group
exemption (rather than the IRS) determines
which organizations are included as sub-
ordinates under its group exemption ruling.
Therefore, you can verify that an organiza-
tion is a subordinate under a group exemp-
tion ruling by consulting the official subordi-
nate listing approved by the central organiza-
tion or by contacting the central organization
directly. You may use either method to
verify that an organization is a subordinate

under a group exemption ruling.

How do donors verify that contributions
are deductible under section 170 with
respect to a subordinate organization

in a section 501(c)(3) group exemption
ruling?

Donors should consult IRS Publication 78,
Cumulative List of Organizations described
in Section 170(c) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986, or obtain a copy of the group
exemption letter from the central organiza-
tion. The central organization's listing in
Publication 78 will indicate that contributions
to its subordinate organizations covered by
the group exemption ruling are also deduct-
ible, even though most subordinate organiza-
tions are not separately listed in Publication
78 or on the EO Business Master File. Do-
nors should then verify with the central orga-
nization, by either of the methods indicated
above, whether the particular subordinate is
included in the central organization's group
ruling. The subordinate organization need
not itself be listed in Publication 78 or on the
EO Business Master File. Donors may rely
upon central organization verification with
respect to deductibility of contributions to
subordinates covered in a section 501(c)(3)
group exemption ruling.

Where can an organization get additional
information?

You can get more information about group
exemptions and the group ruling process
from the IRS Exempt Organizations Division:

EO Web Site [www.irs.qov/eo]

Publication 557, Tax-Exempt Status for
Your Organization.

EO Customer Account Services

You may direct questions about group
exemptions to the IRS Tax Exempt and
Government Entities Customer Account
Services at (877) 829-5500 (toll-free
number).

If you prefer to write, you may write us at:

Internal Revenue Service

Exempt Organizations Determinations
P.O. Box 2508

Cincinnati, OH 45201

@ IRS

Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service

www.lrs.gov

Publication 4573 (12-2006)
Catalog Number 49351Q
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