
LEE COUNTY ORDINANCE NO. 17-08 

AN ORDINANCE OF LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
AMEN bf NG ORDINANCE 14-15 REGULA TING 
INDOQR .AND OUTDOOR ENyERJAINl\llENT 
EVENTS; PROVIDING FOR EVENT PERMITTING 
ll\/ITHIN THE COUNTY; PROVIDING FOR 
DEFit,flTIQNS·; ESTABLISHING REQUIREMENTS 
AND APPLICATION PROGEDURES; REQUIRING · 
PROOF OF LIABILITY INSURANCI:· AND BOND; 
PERTAINING TO MODIFICATIONS THAT MAY 
ARISE FROM CONSIDERATION AT PUBLIC 
HEARING~ PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS OF 
LAW, SEVERABILITY; CODIFICATION, 
INCLUSION IN CODE AND SCRIVENER'S 
ERRORS, AND PROViDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Lee County, Florida, is the 
governing body in and for Lee County, Florida; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature ofthe State of Florida .has, pursuant to Chapter 125, Florida 
Statutes, delegated the responsibility to local governm·ental units authorization to adopt 
regulations designed to promote the public health, safety,. and, general welfare of its citizens; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Board finds it is in the best interests of the health, safety and welfare of 
the people of Lee County to establish reasonable regulations for conducting outdoor events; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissibners of Lee County now desires to amend 
the provisions of Lee County Ordinance 14-15 as set forth herein. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

SECTION ONE: AUTHORITYRECITALS 

The prolf!isions ·of this. Grdina.nee are enacted pursuant to the statutory and home rule 
powers of the County fo establish and enforce regulations necessary for'the protection of the 
public. abeve recitals.are hereby incorporated by reference as if set out herein at length. 

SECTION TWO: _ REPEALER 

. Lee County Ordinance No. Q1 26 is hereby repealed and the terms and conditions are 
of no further e'ffect 

SECTION THREETWO: TITLE 
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This ordh:lance is titled and may be cited as the "Lee County Special Events Permitting 
Ordinance". 

SECTION.THREE: TITLE'.PURPOSE AND RESTATEMENT 

. This Ordinance. amends. Lee County Ordinance No. 14-15. as set forth herein. The 
amendrnenfs ahd revisions set 'forth in the following Sections are hereby adopted. with the 
underlined identifying added text and the strike th tough identifying deleted text. 

SECTIONFOUR: DEFINITIONS 

The following words and phrases, when used in this Ordinance are defined as follows: 

Special Event means a temporary preplanned gathering or event of an entertainment, 
ClJltural, recreational, educational', political, religious, or sporting nature, or any other nature, 
that ·is sponsored by an irJdivid~u.al or entity and is open to , the public in general with an 
expected attendance of 1,00,0 or mote, whether oh public or private property. 

Use of Ceunty Property means an event being held within unincorporated Lee County 
on,fn-a Couhty pa'rk or facility property. 

Sale or consumption of-alcof1ol within Lee County faeilities and public parks means an 
event being held within a County facility or public park at Which alcohol is to be sold or 
consumed. · 

Film means a prod.lJction of a feature film, TV special/commercial/pilot/series, industrial 
film/video or photography sho.ot. 

P11blio Property means property that is owned, leased, operated, maintained. or 
controlled by County. 

Private Property means property that is owned, leased, operated, maintained or 
controlled by one or more individuals or private entities. 

SECTION FIVE: PERMIT 

1. Required. The following event types require a permit: 

a.· An event that is expected to draw 1,000 or more persons at any session as 
participants or spectators, which is proposed to be held on public or private 
property; and/or 

b. An event t.hat is expected to be held on public property or within a County pafk 
property~ and/or 

c. An event at Which alcohol is expected to be sold or consumed within a County 
facility or public park; and/or 

d. An event at which filming or photography will affect public property or on private 
property arid incorporating pyrotechnics, explosives or other incendiary devices, 
firearms or use of gunfire or involves stunts of any kind. 

2. ·Application. At least thirty (30) days prior to the scheduled start of the event, the 
completed application with descriptive plans for all arrangements must be submitted to 
the Public Resources Department Lee County Permitting Office along with any applicable 
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fees. The applicant must comply with any and all co11ditions set forth in the application 
by t_he requifed sigri-off agencies and as required by the County Administrator. 

3. Conditi'ons. The County r:eserves the right to establish such additional conditions, 
criteria ordet_a·iled specifications for the special event permit as it may deem necessary to 
carry out the intent of this· article, for the protection of the public health, safety and 
welfar~ of the public. 

4.. · .Ad•Jertising. No person, corporation, partnership, or other organization may advertise, 
conduct, maintain, or sell or furnish tickets for an· outdoor concert or event in Lee County 
unless and until that person or entity has obtained a permit from the County. 

5. Insurance. The Applicant; at its sole expense, agrees to procure and maintain in force 
<;tyrin9 the entire term the applic·ant will be using County property, public liability insurance 
co>.ierage front a company a,pproved by the County, in amounts adequate to protect 
against liability for damage o.r o~her claims arising .from use of the County property by the 
applicant or its guests. The minimum amount of coverage is ($100,000 per person, 
$300,000 per occurrence ·for bodily injury liability, and $50,000 for property damage; 
ho1Nevet, otber limits may be established by Lee County Risk Management. The 
insurance policy must also ibclude coverage for Applicant's contingent liability on 
damages, claims or lo~ses. "Lee County B.oard of County Commissioners" must be 
named as "additional insured" 011 the Certificate of Insurance, and the Certificate must be 
deli.vered to Lee Coi,.irity prior tp Applicant's use of the property. The Insurance may not 
be canceled during the term of the event, if this occurs·, the County has the right to revoke 
approvals related to use of the County property for the event, without recourse by the 
applicant. · 

6. Bond. A:t i.ts disore~ion, subject to other applicable la\vs or ordinances, Lee County may 
require anjndemn_ity arid/or performance security bond for an event. The bond must be 
with a corporate bonding company authorized to do .business in the State of Flo'rida, or a 
cash bond in the form of a cashier's check payable to the Board of Lee County 
Commissioners. The bond mlJet indemn.ify Lee County, its agents or employees against 
any and all claims arising out of the preparations, conduct or aftermath of the event. 

SECTION SDt INDEMNIFICATION 

The·Applicant .agrees to indemnify, release and save harmless Lee County Government 
Board of Countv Commissioners against any and all claims, costs, demands, damages, 
judgments or injuries of any nature arising from the conduct or management of, or from any 
work or thing iNtiatsoever done in or about County property or any building or structure 
appurtena.nt tt'leretQ or equipment thereof during the term of this Permit, or arising during the 
term o.f use from any aot of negligence of the Applicant, Applicant's agents, contractors, or 
employees,. or arising from any accident, injury, or damage whatsoever, however caused, to 
any perso.n or persons, or to any property of any person,. persons, corporation or corporations, 
occurring dUririg the term. of this agreement on, in, or about said County property, and from 
and against all.co.sts, attorney's fees, expenses and liabilities occurring in connection with any 
such claim or any action or proceeding brought thereon. 

SECTION SEVEN: DELIVERY. ACCEPTANCE AND SURRENDER OF PREMISES 

Page 3 of 5 



1. The Applicant agrees to accept the County property -on possession as being in a 
satisf;\ctory st~te of repair and in sanitary condition. 

2. Jhe /\ppficant mustsurrender the premises to Lee Co.unty in the same condition as when 
Applicant takes p_ossession, allowing for reasonabte ·use .and ',Near, and damage by acts of 
God. Applicant agrees to rem0.ve all business. signs. or symbols placed on the premises 
by tt)e ,A;pplicant befQre redelivery of the premis-es to Lee County, and restore the 
premises to the condition in wt:iiclJ it existed ~before their placement. Any signs and 
markings create_d or .used in c0.nnection \Nith this e\<e[it must be temporary and removable; 
painti11g roadways, trees or any other fixed object is strictly prohibited. Applicant agrees to 
·clear the Lee County property of litter at the close of the event. 

SECTION EIGHT: CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATION 

Upon receipt of tl;ie completed application with all required attachments, the County 
Ad_mJnistrator must revievr and make final determination. on all applications. The County 
Admirai$~~ator mustW!l.._approi.<e ~pplications ·.vhen all c-onditions have been met. The County 
reserves 'the right to deny ar)y _applicaJions. Should 'the appliccition be denied, it will be in 
writing and for good cause. -Good cause would be, but not limited to, failure to comply v:ith the 
necessary· arrangements dictated by the sign off ageracies or an event that would create a 
severe and actual nuisance to the· surrounding community. 

SECTION NINE: VIOLATIONS 

The County may revoke the event permit granted under this article upon the occurrence 
of any violation of this -Ordinance. 

SECTION .T€.Nsfx: MODIFICATION 

It is the 'intent of the Board of County Commissioners that the prov1s1ons of this 
ordi_nance may be moqifi¢d a~ a resultofconsideration that may arise during public hearing(s). 
Such modifications shall be incorporated into the final version. 

I · SECTION ELEVEN SEVEN: CONFLICTS OF LAW 

Whenever the requirements or provisions of this ordinance are in conflict with the 
requirements or provisions of any other lawfully adopted ordinance or statute, the most 
restridi_Ve reqLHremehts will apply. 

SECTION WVELVEBIGHT: SEVERABILITY 

It is the Board of C.ounty Commissioners' intent that if any section, subsection, clause 
or p_tovisiQO of this ordinanc~ is deemed invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent 
jurisdiction, sucl:I portion will become a separate provision and will not affect the remaining 
provisions of this ordinance, The Board of County Commissioners further declares its intent 
that this ordin·ance WOL!ld have been adopted If such unconstitutional provision was not 
included. 
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SECTION "THIRJEENNINE: CODIFICATION AND SCRIVENER'S ERRORS 

The. B0.ard of C0.unty Commissioners intena that this ordinance will be made part of the 
Lee .. County Code; and .tt:lat sections of this orc:.1i11ance can be renumbered or relettered and 
that the word "ordinamce", can· be changed to "section", "article", or some other appropriate 
word or phra·$e· to accomplish codification, and regardless of whether this ordinance is ever 
codified, the orqinance can be Tenuillb.e.red qr releftered and typographical errors that do not 
affect the intent can b.e cofrected with the authorizatibh of the County Manager or designee, 
without the need for a public hearing. 

SECTION FOURTEENTEN: EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Ordinance must bec.ome effective immediately upon receipt of official 
acknowledgement ·of the Office of Secretary of State of Florida that this Ordinance has been 
filed with said office. 

THE FOREGOING ORDINANCE was, offere.d by Commissioner Hamman made a 
motion · to ad0pt the foregoin~:J ordinance. The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Pendergrass. The v0te was as follows: 

Johr:i Manning 
Cecil L Pendergrass 
Larry Kiker 

Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Absent 

Brian Hamman 
Fra·nk Mann 

DULY PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 15th day of August, 2017. 

ATTEST: BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
LINDA DOGG OF LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

APP OVED AS TO FORM FOR THE 
RELIA E OF LEE COUNTY ONLY: 
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RICK SCOTT 
Governor 

 

    KEN DETZNER 
   Secretary of State 

 

 R. A. Gray Building    500 South Bronough Street     Tallahassee, Florida  32399-0250 
Telephone:  (850) 245-6270 

www.dos.state.fl.us 

 

 

 

 

August 18, 2017 

 

 

 

 

Honorable Linda Doggett 

Clerk of the Circuit Courts 

Lee County 

Post Office Box 2469 

Fort Myers, Florida  33902-2469 

 

Attention: Melissa Butler 

 

Dear Ms. Doggett: 

 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 125.66, Florida Statutes, this will acknowledge receipt of your 

electronic copy of Ordinance No. 17-08, which was filed in this office on August 18, 2017. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Ernest L. Reddick 

Program Administrator 

 

ELR/lb 

 

 

mbutler
Received


