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Lee County invites paddlers from
around the world to explore the
fabled bays, rivers, backwaters and
shorelines of Southwest Florida.
The Great Calusa Blueway paddling
trail has been developed by Lee
County Parks & Recreation and
funded with tourist development
tax dollars specifically dedicated
to beach and shoreline
enhancement projects.

Inspired by the indigenous Calusas, the Great Calusa
Blueway encompasses three distinct regions of the Gulf
of Mexico coast. The first portion of the trail meanders
through Estero Bay, while the second segment centers
on Pine Island Sound and Matlacha (pronounced Mat-la-
shay) Pass. A third leg of the trail takes paddlers inland to
the Caloosahatchee and its tributaries.

This map shows all three regions, but covers only the
Caloosahatchee River and its tributaries in detail. We
hope it will serve as your guide to the natural and historic
highlights of these protected waterways while also helping
you locate amenities along the trail.

,_ THE. GREAT §

BLUEWAY
—a- 4
| 8

3410 Palm Beach Blvd., Fort Myers, FL 33916
239-533-7275

For More Information:

Paddling Trail - www.CalusaBlueway.com

Area Information - www.FortMyers-Sanibel.com
Lee County Parks & Recreation - www.leeparks.org

SE Statewide Trails -
©2007 Lee County Parks & Recreation  http://www.dep.state.fl.us/gwt/paddling/saltwater.htm

Observing Wildlife

Along the Great Calusa Blueway, you'll have the
opportunity to observe many remarkable species in
their natural habitats. You’ll have the chance to
witness dolphins racing across the horizon and
manatees gliding through the backwaters.
Bird watching is big here, and best
of all, birds can be spotted just
about anytime and anywhere. Bald
eagles, herons, egrets, ospreys, pelicans,
roseate spoonbills and wood storks are
just a few of the more than 300 species
you can find here.

Unspoiled, Undisturbed, Uninterrupted

During your visit, we hope you will find time to enjoy many of
the wonderful experiences there are to be found in our diverse
ecosystem. It is an environment that is as beautiful as it is fragile.

It is up to all of us — residents and guests alike — to protect ;o "-E
it, and leave the same wonders we enjoy today preserved for Tt ,"
generations to come. L m' 4
o ’
Help Our Wildlife ! 4 p
* Please dispose of trash and food items properly. I /
* Observe all wildlife from a safe distance. When on board a vessel, i+

stay at a distance of at least 50 yards (150 feet or 45 meters) -

and use binoculars or a telephoto lens to get a good view. e
« Feeding wildlife is illegal and causes animals to lose their natural

fear of humans, and increases their vulnerability to injuries and

death.
 Seagrasses are a valuable part of Florida’s marine environment.

Please use caution at low tide, so as not to impact the fragile sea

grass beds and marine life nurseries.
e Pick up fishing line and debris — leave the scene cleaner than

you found it.

Recommended Safety Gear

* Bow and stern line
e First aid kit e
e Flashlight and whistle
* Insect repellent ; ,
* Sunglasses, sunscreen,
covering and hats

* Flotation gear - Florida law
requires a Coast Guard
approved, readily accessible
and wearable personal
flotation device (PFD) for
each occupant. PFDs must be
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Play It Safe Mok \ 4 clen
« Use caution at passes; strong currents exist. Sl o o F G .e:_,J,:
e Watch for motorboats; stay to the right and turn your dutwnt - ' ‘f,
bow into the wake. ::.":: - VA 152
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« Secure your car and take keys with you.
e Paddle in a group or with a buddy.
 Let someone know your plans — where you are going
and when you plan to be back. i
* Be careful with campfires; use cook stoves whenever possible.
e Access to private land should be by invitation only.
* Make mental notes as you pass trail markers — knowing the
number of the closest marker will help emergency personnel
should you need assistance.

Navigation

The enlarged map of the Caloosahatchee
River shows tributaries that are suggested routes

BLUEWAY and destinations for canoeists and kayakers.
—— There is no marked trail on the river itself,
-._I*'-':.'B so explore as you please. But it’s advisable for
hd:";f;"" paddlers to avoid the powerboat channel.

\ J)} Also provided here are Global Positioning
—— System (GPS) coordinates for the mouth of
each tributary as well as put-in spots and other
land-accessible locations of interest to paddlers. For a complete
list of GPS coordinates, you can also go online to
www.calusablueway.com

Unlike the Estero Bay (Phase 1) and Pine Island Sound
(Phase 2) legs of the blueway, on-water markers are not used on
the Caloosahatchee (Phase 3). However, you will see Great Calusa
Blueway Paddling Trail Access signs at various shore-access points.
These signs serve to let paddlers know they are at a location that
is also listed on the map and Web site.

Please note that creeks along the trail may
be inaccessible during periods of low rainfall
and/or extreme low tide. Note that as you
traverse the river, you may have to cross the
powerboat channel, which is busy and used
by recreational and commercial vessels.

Please paddle safely.

For a Boater’s Guide with additional
navigation information follow the online link at ‘Iﬂ"
http://lee-county.com/NaturalResources/Marine. »'

As you explore the Great Calusa Blueway, we N, l“
remind you to preserve this paddling paradise ﬁ ;
by leaving nothing behind and taking only photos. .
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'The Great Calusa Blll.ewaf

Phases 1 & 2:
Miles of marked trail.......... 97

Phase 3:
Miles of tributaries............ 52
Miles of river 38

For more information, visit www.CalusaBlueway.com

For paddling opportunities in Charlotte County visit:
www.charlottecountyfl.com/parks/blueway.asp
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e . For paddling opportunities
- in Collier County visit:

www.paradisecoastblueway.com
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