Dry Season

Although it may
come as a surprise,
Florida does have
seasons. The most

dramatic are the wet

and dry seasons.

The Slough cycles
through many subtle
changes throughout

the year. Cypress trees in dry season. Notice high water
mark from previous wet season.









Dry Season

Although most migratory birds fly
south to the Slough in the fall, the
Swallow-tailed kite flies north
from South America, arriving
sometime in February.

South America's winter is Florida's
summer. These birds fly here to
stay in hot, sub-tropical weather
when it's cold in their native © Wilma Keidel
environment.
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Dry Season

Drier ground also makes
animal tracks visible,
like the ones in this
photo that were made
by a raccoon.
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Wet Season

Wet season at the Slough T
generally corresponds to the L p———
Florida hurricane season, June 1
through November 31.

The beginning of the wet season
is marked by building storm
clouds, and the rain and runoff
fills the Slough with fresh water.

Photo by Wilma Keidel
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Wet Season

Although mosquitoes
are commonly associated
with swamps and
wetlands, the Slough's
moving water and some
of its organisms - like
frogs, grasshoppers,
dragonflies and spiders -
keep the mosquito
population in check.




Wet Season

Baby alligators hatch
between August and
September after
about 65 days of
incubation.

Mother gators are
very protective of
their young and stay
with them for a year
after they hatch.

© Wilma Keidel
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