
 
 

LEE COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD 
OLD LEE COUNTY COURTHOUSE  

EAST ROOM (2ND FLOOR)  
2120 MAIN STREET, FORT MYERS, FL 33901 

 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 15, 2013 

10:00 AM 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Call to Order/Review of Affidavit of Publication 
2. Approval of 2/20/2013  Minutes 
3. Request to File Historic Designation 

 
A. HDC2012-00004 Over the Waterfront/Safety Harbor Club (Ferry Boat Captain’s 

Bunk House) 44700 Escondido Lane, Captiva, FL 33924  
 

4. Update on the Preservation Plan for Whidden’s Marina in Boca Grande 
 

5. Review and Recommendations for the Historic Preservation Grant Assistance 
Program  
 

6. Items by the Public; Committee Members; Staff 
 

7. Next Meeting Date: June 19, 2013 
 

Any person appealing a decision made at this hearing must ensure a record of the proceedings is made.  In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, Reasonable Accommodations will be made upon request. If 
you are in need of a Reasonable Accommodation or would like additional information, please contact Janet Miller 
at (239) 533-8583. 
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MINUTES REPORT 

LEE COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD 

February 20, 2013 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Ruby Daniels     James Ink  

Marsa Detscher (Vice Chair)    Kevin Williams (Chair) 

Toni Ferrell     Rae Ann Wessel  

         

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

Theresa Schober 

 

STAFF PRESENT: 

Michael Jacob, Asst. Cty. Atty.   Gloria Sajgo, Principal Planner 

Janet Miller, Recording Secretary    

        

Agenda Item 1 - Call to Order – 10:00 a.m./Review of Affidavit of Publication 

 

Dr. Detscher, Chair, called the meeting to order.  Mr. Michael Jacob, Assistant County Attorney, 

certified the affidavit of publication and submitted it for the record. 

 

Agenda Item 2 – Approval of Meeting Minutes – January 16, 2013 

 

Ms. Ferrell referred to the paragraph on the top of Page 3 of the January 16, 2013 meeting minutes and 

recommended changes to the first sentence as follows:  “…to provide for construction of a new green, 

public, and handicapped accessible bathroom with a handicapped ramp, allowing the property owner 

the option to relocate the “River House” from the north side of the river to the south side of the 

river,…” 

 

Ms. Ferrell made a motion to approve the January 16, 2013 meeting minutes with the above 

changes, seconded by Mr. Ink.  The motion was called and passed 6-0. 

 

Agenda Item 3 – Election of Officers 

 

Dr. Detscher announced that she had served as Chair for two consecutive years and that Mr. Williams 

had served as Vice Chair for two consecutive years.   She noted there was a two year limitation. 

 

Ms. Sajgo clarified there was only a two year limitation on their current posts.  Therefore, Dr. Detscher 

would be eligible to serve as Vice Chair and Mr. Williams as Chair.  

 

Mr. Ink was in favor of this option and made a motion to nominate Mr. Williams as Chair and 

Dr. Detscher as Vice Chair, seconded by Ms. Ferrell.  The motion was called and passed 6-0. 

 

At this point, Mr. Williams took over as Chair for the remainder of the meeting. 
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Agenda Item 4 – Request to File Historic Designation 

 

A. HDC2012-00004 Over the Waterfront/Safety Harbor Club (Ferry Boat Captain’s 

Bunk House) 44700 Escondido Lane, Captiva, FL 33924  

 

Ms. Sajgo reminded the LCHPB that they voted to have this case filed for designation in November.  

At that time, the property owner decided to talk further on this issue with the Safety Harbor Home 

Owners Association Board.  Due to this, the time between the filing and public hearing lapsed.  It is 

being brought forward today so that it can be re-filed.  She referred them to a letter from the property 

owner requesting this course of action. 

 

It was decided that a presentation from staff would not be required since this was already done 

previously. 

 

Dr. Detscher expressed concern over there not being a consensus.  For instance, the Safety Harbor 

Club may not agree with moving ahead.  She did not want to see a situation where we go through this 

process only to have them shift their opinion afterwards. 

 

Ms. Sajgo did not think there was necessarily a lack of consensus.  She received a request to move 

forward by the Executive Director and President.  They merely needed more time to discuss it further 

with their Board. 

 

Ms. Ferrell stated she was comfortable with the fact that they had a vote and stated they are interested 

in investing in the building. 

 

Ms. Sajgo stated the reason Dr. Detscher brought up this issue is because of a previous case from 2004 

when this building had been filed for designation.  It was a situation where the Safety Harbor Board 

made a motion to move forward.  After it was designated, the balance of the Board challenged it 

through an appeal.  The Hearing Examiner determined that the designation did not stand because it 

involved a submerged land lease and the County failed to notify DEP. 

 

Due to a question by Ms. Wessel, staff clarified that the current use of the building is a restaurant. 

 

Mr. Ink made a motion to file it for designation, seconded by Ms. Ferrell.  The motion was called 

and passed 6-0. 

 

Agenda Item 5 – Public Hearing on a Special Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) 

 

A. COA2012-00159  Captiva Civic Association, 11550 Chapin Lane, Captiva, FL 33924   

 

Ms. Sajgo reviewed the staff report and recommendations (attached). 

 

The Board had no questions of the applicant or staff. 

 

Mr. Williams opened it for public comment. 
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Ms. Amy Nowacki, Architect, felt staff described the case well in her staff report.  She noted the usage 

of the building would not change and that the proposed expansion would not necessarily increase the 

numbers of people or the types of events.  It will merely provide extra space needed for events and 

programs.  It will also accommodate the newly formed historic society in a new addition to the Library 

and the Community Center. 

 

Ms. Daniels asked for specifics about the driveway. 

 

Ms. Nowacki explained this was actually a patio area in the front, which is not for vehicles.  It will be 

an area for the public and for use in events.  There are plans to incorporate landscaping with shade 

trees. 

 

Dr. Detscher stated the proposal was very appropriate and reflects sensitivity to the scale and 

proportions of the existing buildings.  She commended them on this job.  

 

Ms. Ferrell made a motion to approve the project as presented by the applicant and make a 

finding that the proposed project has been designated under Chapter 22 of the LDC and on the 

basis of staff analysis, the proposed project as approved is in compliance with the Secretary of 

Interior Standards for Rehabilitation and Chapter 22 of the LDC, seconded by Dr. Detscher.  

The motion was called and passed 6-0. 

 

Agenda Item 6 - Items by the Public; Committee Members; Staff 

 

Public – None 

 

Committee Members 
 

 Alva Schools 

 

Ms. Daniels brought up the Alva Schools and the fact that the School Board consolidated the 

elementary and middle school effective July 1
st
.  She noted both Alva School buildings were 

designated historic.  Some renovations are needed.  The new principal of the school is asking about the 

requirements for renovating the two historic buildings. 

 

The Board recommended she contact staff for assistance. 

 

Ms. Sajgo noted both buildings are listed on the National Register.  Generally, the School Board has 

followed the Secretary of Interior’s Standards. 

 

Ms. Daniels reviewed some of the proposed renovations. 

 

Ms. Ferrell stated she would encourage the new Principal to hire an architect with experience and to 

contact staff. 

 

Mr. Williams stated there is a list of firms that have preservation experience.  He suggested the new 

Principal be involved in the selection process and to also be vocal about looking for someone with 

preservation experience. 
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Ms. Ferrell suggested the Principal contact some of the schools that are already designated and have 

gone through renovations to see who they hired.  In addition, she felt the Principal should be directed 

to a good website by the Department of Interior National Park Service – Technical Preservation 

Services as it is a great educational tool. 

 

Dr. Detscher stated these links are listed on the Lee Trust for Historic Preservation website.  If you 

click “resources,” the links are listed. 

 

Ms. Wessel suggested the LCHPB may want to prepare a “white paper” or one page flyer to help 

debunk the myth that you cannot adjust historic buildings.  It could focus on the accolades and benefits 

there have been.  The above mentioned links could be listed on the bottom of the flyer. 

 

Dr. Detscher suggested it be handled through Lee Trust and that the flyers be made available to the 

schools. 

 

Ms. Wessel stated the flyer could have other uses as well.  They could be used when presenting 

something before the Board of County Commissioners, the School Board, or different groups.  It could 

be a useful tool when looking at funding/budget issues.  The flyer could include comments from strong 

supporters on the difference it made in their school, what a difference it made in their community, and 

how it helped build community.  Ms. Wessel suggested a story run in the Lee Trust newsletter that 

would list all the historic schools in Lee County. 

 

Ms. Sajgo suggested discussing this with someone in the School District rather than just focusing on 

public outreach. 

 

Mr. Williams suggested staff contact the Director of Construction and Maintenance Services, Reggie 

Snell. 

 

Ms. Sajgo suggested preparing a letter for Dr. Detscher’s signature bringing to his attention all the 

schools listed on the National Register. 

 

Ms. Wessel felt the letter should also indicate our desire to look at local designation as well.  She felt a 

local designation brings it to a community level and would give us a chance to promote the fact that 

Lee County has designations and has done restorations and enhancements. 

 

 City of Fort Myers/Historic Preservation Council 

 

Dr. Detscher brought up an issue where the City of Fort Myers changed a regulation, which enables 

applicants who received an unfavorable  recommendation or action by the Historic Preservation 

Council to appeal their case to the City Council.  There was recently an appeal, but the City Council 

did not overturn the Historic Preservation Council’s decision.  Instead it was unanimously upheld.   

She reviewed the case with the Board. 

 

 Koreshan Historic Site 

 

Ms. Ferrell attended a tour at the Koreshan State Historic Site; it was amazing and well done. 

 

Dr. Detscher announced an upcoming event for Viva Florida. 
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Staff 

 

 Pine Island Book 

 

Ms. Sajgo distributed a handout and showed the LCHPB Bill Marquardt’s fourth book about Pineland.  

The cost is $125.00, but for a limited time, it can be purchased for $50.00.  She noted that Calusa 

Heritage Day is on March 9
th

.   

 

 Lonely Planet Guide 

 

Ms. Sajgo noted she had been working with Tamara Pigot, with the Visitor and Convention Bureau.  

She is applying for an award for Lee County.  One of the criteria was cultural resources that were 

protected or preserved.  Ms. Sajgo stated she had put together a list of public cultural resources that are 

either designated locally or in the National Register within Lee County.  Ms. Sajgo stated she would 

forward this information to the Board and recognized that this list is most likely not all encompassing.  

The list includes all the schools including those used as Community Centers. 

 

Agenda Item 7 – Next Meeting Date:  To Be Determined - Adjournment 

 

Ms. Sajgo stated she was uncertain as to whether there would be a meeting held in March.  She did not 

currently have any projects pending. 

 

Ms. Ferrell made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Dr. Detscher.  The meeting adjourned at 10:55 

a.m. 
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LEE COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD 

STAFF REPORT 

 

TYPE OF CASE: (Special) Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) 

 

CASE NUMBER:  COA 2012 00159 Captiva Civic Association 11550 Chapin Lane, Captiva Fl 

33924  

 

HEARING DATE: February 20, 2013 

 

SUMMARY:  The proposed project entails the renovation and expansion of the Captiva Community 

Center building which is owned by the Captiva Civic Association and which is a noncontributing 

structure associated with HD 91 01 01 Johnson House Captiva Island, a historic building on the site.   

The Captiva Community Center building straddles the two STRAP numbers that make up this subject 

site: 35 45 21 00 00007.0130 and 35 45 21 00 00006 1000. Staff analyzed the project for compliance 

with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.    

 

STAFF ANALYSIS:   

EXISTING CONDITIONS:   Please also refer to the “Captiva Community Center Renovation and 

Expansion Project Overview” provided by the applicant.   

 

The Captiva Community Center building was built in 1961 and has had several renovations over the 

years.  Currently the building is single story building with roughly 7,400 sq ft under A/C and an 875 sq 

ft covered porch area at the front.  The wall material is painted stucco and the roof material is metal.  

The building has a long main hip roof with secondary hip roofs on the front and rear and a shed roof on 

the rear elevation.  On the front elevation the building features a hip roofed entrance portico and an 

open porch incised along the facade.   

 

This is a single story building roughly 23-ft from grade to roof peak.  The building has roughly 150-ft 

frontage on Chapin Lane.  

 

Generally the footprint of the building is L-shaped.  The long leg of the L accommodates the library 

and the large central meeting hall.  On the east the short leg of the L accommodates bathroom, offices 

and conference room.  

 

PROPOSAL  

The proposal calls for increasing the under A/C square footage of the building to 8,500 sq ft and that of 

the new entry veranda are to 1,700 sq ft.  The applicant is keeping the mass of the new building in 

context with the surrounding properties as the expansion meets FEMA regulations and will not require 

elevating the building.  The proposed height is roughly 23-ft. 

 

The proposal calls for adding increasing square footage to the central part of the building and generally 

changing the foot print from an L-shape to a more rectangular shape.   

 

The proposal calls for keeping a main metal hip roof, consolidating the smaller secondary hip roofs on 

the front under a larger hip roof and including new hip roofs on the rear elevation.   The wall material 

will be painted stucco.  
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 On the west the library will be expanded and a new room will be created for the Captiva 

historic society/Captiva history museum.   

 On the east there will be new expanded kitchen and new restrooms. 

 The central area will be enlarged to accommodate an expanded multi-purpose meeting room 

and cultural exhibition hall.  The hall will feature French Doors opening to the large new entry 

veranda.  A set of steps will provide access from the veranda to the new large front courtyard.   

 On the front elevation the existing small hip roofed entrance portico would be replaced by a 

larger gable roofed entrance area with an open gable end exposing the timber frame truss.  A 

set of steps will provide access from the entrance area to the new large front courtyard.    

 

A new handicap parking space will be installed west of the building.  A handicap ramp will run west 

from the gable roofed entrance and connect the handicap space and the large front courtyard with the 

front entrance.  Instead of exposed handicap railings the railings will be incorporated into a planter that 

will buffer the ramp from the courtyard.  

 

Staff believes this is a well thought out project.  The applicant has incorporated the additional square 

footage needed while minimizing the impact on the existing historic building and the subject Captiva 

Community Center building.  

 

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 
In evaluating the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards also refer to the discussion above.  

 
1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires 

minimal change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site and environment. 

No changes are proposed to the historic Johnson house. The proposal will allow the property to be 

continued to be as the Captiva Community Center building. 

 

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved.  The removal of historic 

materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 

No changes are proposed to the historic Johnson house. 

 

3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place and use.  Changes 

that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or 

architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be undertaken.  

No changes are proposed to the historic Johnson house. 

 

4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance in 

their own right shall be retained and preserved. N/A 

 

5. Distinctive features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that 

characterize a historic property shall be preserved. N/A 

 

6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced.  Where the severity of 

deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the old 

in design, color texture, and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials.  Replacement 

of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical or pictorial evidence N/A 

7. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic materials 

shall not be used.  The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using 

the gentlest means possible.  N/A 
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8. Significant archaeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and preserved.  If 

such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken.  N/A 

 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic 

materials that characterize the property.  The new work shall be differentiated from the old and 

shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale and architectural features to protect the 

historic integrity of the property and its environment 

 

No changes are proposed to the historic Johnson house.  By limiting the expansion of the Captiva 

Community Center to a scale that complies with FEMA requirements, the applicant is able to keep 

the expanded building at current grade and has avoided having to elevate the building.  As a result 

the massing, scale and size of the building are very similar to that of the existing building and 

compatible with the property.  

 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner 

that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 

environment would be unimpaired.  

The essential form and integrity of the historic house will be maintained as there are no proposed 

changes to the Johnson House.   Because the Captiva Community Center is a separate building if it is 

removed in the future the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment will 

be unimpaired.  

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   

Staff recommends that the Lee County Historic Preservation Board: 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION     
Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Board: 

 Approve the project as presented by the applicant  

 Make a finding that the proposed project has been designated under Chapter 22 of the LDC and 

on the basis of staff analysis, the proposed project that as approved is in compliance with the 

Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation and Chapter 22 of the LDC. 

 

 

























K:\SCANS\JANET MILLER\LCHPB 5-15-13\Memo to HPB .docx  
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

FROM 
THE DEPARTMENT OF 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF PLANNING  

 
 

  DATE:  May 3, 2013 

    

TO: Lee County HPB FROM: Gloria M. Sajgo, AICP 
Principal Planner 

    

 

 
RE:  2012/2013 Historic Preservation Grant cycle 

 
 

$76,000 -- Total amount available for the 2012/2013 grant assistance program. 
 

 $50,000 – budgeted by the Board of County Commissioners  
 

 $26,000 -- amount of unspent grant funds carried over from last year.  Two 
2011/2012 grant recipients encountered serious personal problems that 
prevented them from starting their grant projects.  Staff had several 
conversations with them and it became apparent that even if their grants were 
extended it was uncertain if and when they could start on their preservation 
projects.  As a result the contracts for both of these grants lapsed; the dollar 
amount of the contracts became unencumbered and was carried over to this 
year for a total of $26,000.  (The two subject grants are: 11/12 -5 Eells -- 
awarded $25,000 and 11/12 -3  Johnson (Centurion House) awarded $1,000) 

 

 



 Total Cost  Matching Share  Grant Request 

12/13 - 1
Island House  -                                                             

14990 Binder Dr. Captiva, FL 33924 Captiva 66,725 33,363 33,363 11,375

12/13 - 2
 Girl Scout House at Happehatchee-                                     

8791 Corkscrew Rd. Estero 33928 Estero 130,546 101,046 29,500 29,500

12/13 - 3
Lewis  House -                                             

15751 N. River Rd. Alva, FL 33920

Alva                

(Telegraph Creek) 45,000 25,000 20,500 10,250

12/13 - 4
Reed House -                                                      

17260 Julia St. Alva, FL 33920 Alva 28,300 14,150 14,150 7,075

12/13 - 5
Minor Cottage at Reed's-                                                            

17260 Julia St. Alva, FL 33920 Alva 16,200 8,100 8,100 4,050

12/13 - 6
Shird -                                                              

23110 Roundtree Alva, FL 33920                                                         Alva

incomplete - no 

information 

incomplete - no 

information 

incomplete - no 

information 

incomplete - no 

information supplied 

12/13 - 7
Sierra -                                                                           

14891 Old Olga, Ft Myers 33905 Olga 15,500 7,500 8,000 7,750

12/13 - 8
Spicer Cottage                                                          

8146 Main St. Bokeelia, FL 33922

Bokeelia           (Pine 

Island) 30,950 15,950 15,000 0

Total 333,221 205,109 128,613 70,000

 Total Cost  Matching Share  Grant Request 

Special Project 
Whidden's Marina                                       

190 First St. E. Boca Grande, FL 33921
Boca Grande

12,000 6,000 6,000 6,000

Grand Total  $       345,221.00  $      211,108.50  $       134,612.50  $             76,000.00 

Project 

Number
Project Name / Address Location

Funding Request for FY 2012-2013 Lee County Historic Preservation Grant  Program

Grant Application Staff 

Recommendation 

Location
Staff 

Recommendation 
Special Project Name / Address

Grant Application
Project
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