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LEE COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD 
OLD LEE COUNTY COURTHOUSE  

EAST ROOM (2ND FLOOR)  
2120 MAIN STREET, FORT MYERS, FL 33901 

 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2012 

10:00 AM 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Call to Order/Review of Affidavit of Publication 
2. Approval of 9/19/2012  Minutes 
3. Request to File Historic Designations   

A. HDC2012-00003 Lewis 15751 N. River Road, Alva, FL 33920  (Back up materials 
available starting November 21, 2012 at the Riverdale Branch Library, 2421 
Buckingham Road, Fort Myers, FL 33905.) 
 

B. HDC2012-00005 Happehatchee Center (historically a Girl Scout Camp)  8791 
Corkscrew Road, Estero, FL 33928  (Back up materials available on November 21, 
2012 at the South Regional Library, 21100 Three Oaks Parkway, Estero, FL 33928.)  

4. Items by the Public; Committee Members; Staff 
5. Next Meeting Date: December 19, 2012. 

 
Any person appealing a decision made at this hearing must ensure a record of the proceedings is made.  In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, Reasonable Accommodations will be made upon request. If 
you are in need of a Reasonable Accommodation or would like additional information, please contact Janet Miller 
at (239) 533-8583. 
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MINUTES REPORT 

LEE COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD 

September 19, 2012 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Marsa Detscher (Chair)    Theresa Schober 

Ruby Daniels      Rae Ann Wessel 

James Ink     Kevin Williams (Vice Chair) 

       

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

Toni Ferrell    

 

STAFF PRESENT: 

Scott Coovert, Asst. Cty. Atty.   Gloria Sajgo, Principal Planner   

Janet Miller, Recording Secretary    

        

Agenda Item 1 - Call to Order – 10:00 a.m./Review of Affidavit of Publication/Approval of 

5/16/12 Minutes 

 

Dr. Detscher, Chair, called the meeting to order.  Mr. Scott Coovert, Assistant County Attorney, 

certified the affidavit of publication and submitted it for the record. 

 

Ms. Wessel made a motion to approve the August 15, 2012 meeting minutes, seconded by Ms. 

Schober.  The motion was called and passed 7-0.   

 

Agenda Item 3 – Public Hearing on Historic Designations 

 

A. HDC2012-00001 Old Fish House, 4520/4530 Pine Island Road, NW, Matlacha, FL 33993 
 

Ms. Sajgo stated the Designation Report was the same one they reviewed last month.  She gave a brief 

overview (attached). 

 

The Board had no questions of staff or the applicant. 

 

Dr. Detscher opened this item for public comment. 

 

Mr. Robert Sanford, representing the property owner, stated the owner fully supports this designation. 

 

Mr. Ink made a motion to designate HDC2012-00001 Old Fish House, as recommended by staff, 

seconded by Ms. Schober.  The motion was called and passed 6-0. 

 

B. HDC2012-00002 First Baptist Church of Matlacha, Inc., 3300 SW Pine Island Road, Cape 

Coral, FL 33991 

 

Ms. Sajgo noted this Designation Report changed in a minor way from what was reviewed last month 

for this project (attached).  She distributed a pamphlet called “Images of America Pine Island” 

(attached).  She reviewed it with the Board. 

 

General questions and answers ensued. 
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Dr. Detscher opened this item for public comment. 

 

Pastor Mark Holland, representing the property owner, stated they were excited to find out the history 

of their building. 

 

Mr. Williams made a motion to designate HDC2012-00002 First Baptist Church of Matlacha, as 

recommended by staff, seconded by Ms. Wessel.  The motion was called and passed 6-0. 

 

Agenda Item 3 – Items by the Public; Board Members; Staff 

 

Public 

 

There was no public input. 

 

Board 

 

Mr. Ink asked if there was any documentation of the WPA work on Captiva. 

 

Ms. Wessel stated that a WPA guide was published a couple of decades ago.  She noted that the 

Captiva Historic Society had gotten very organized.  She suggested the LCHPB have a meeting with 

them or have them come to one of our meetings here to talk about some of the resources they have.  

She also noted there was a Chautauqua event being organized for Captiva.  The Captiva Historic 

Society has developed two films (Captiva Memories Volume I and Captiva Island Historic Society 

Captiva Memories Volume II).  There may be some good resources to assist Mr. Ink.  One event takes 

place on November 29
th

 and another on December 4
th

 where Stanley Hanson will discuss “White 

Medicine in the Seminoles.”  On Wednesday, December 5
th

, there will be a “1,000 Years of Fishing in 

Pine Island Boat Cruise.”  Thursday, December 6
th

 is the “Captiva Island Historic Society Captiva 

Memories Volume II.”  On December 7
th

 there will be an airing of “Americas Darling,” which is a film 

about Jay and Jim Darling.  Saturday, December 8
th

, is the photographic sampler of the Captiva 

Memorial Library Collection.  There is a free pick-up guide called “Captiva Holiday Village.” 

 

Ms. Schober announced that the Roshenberg Estate is being developed into an artist residency.  She 

suggested the LCHPB might want to reach out to them regarding designating their property as historic. 

 

Mr. Ink stated they were a client of his and that he has discussed designating the property with his 

client.  His client is convinced that if his property is designated “historic,” that he will have to open the 

property to the public regardless of what anyone has told him.  As such, he has been unwilling to have 

his properties designated (4 structures). 

 

Ms. Detscher stated the City of Fort Myers received four proposals for the restoration of the “Hall of 

50 States.”  The Selection Committee will hold its first meeting tomorrow, Thursday, September 20
th

, 

at 2:30 p.m. in the Commission Chambers to go over those proposals. 

 

Ms. Schober stated she had recently found out that there was a “For Sale” sign on Mound Key (the 

privately owned parcel). 

 

Ms. Detscher asked if anyone had information on the construction of the downtown library. 
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Mr. Coovert stated the contractor was Lodge Construction.  They have a project with the Army Corp 

of Engineers, which is affecting their bonding.  This may or may not affect them in what they are 

doing with the County. 

 

Mr. Williams stated his firm was the architect for this project and the projected completion date would 

be July of 2013. 

 

Mr. Ink stated that, according to Don Paight, McCollum Hall is completely funded for renovation.  The 

City loaned them the money and they are bringing in Sylvia’s Restaurant from Harlem.  They are 

supposed to start construction on it in a couple of months. 

 

Ms. Detscher brought up the budget hearing which would take place this evening.  The LCHPB 

requested and supported not only the $50,000 grant program, but an additional $50,000 for the Estero 

Historic Society.  This will be discussed at tonight’s budget hearing. 

 

Staff 

 

Ms. Sajgo gave a PowerPoint presentation that had also been given at the Florida Chapter of American 

Planning Association Conference in September 2012 regarding economic impacts on historic 

preservation. 

 

She gave a brief update on historic designations that would be forthcoming:  Lewis House in Alva and 

Over the Waterfront in North Captiva. 

 

General discussion, questions, and answers ensued. 

 

Agenda Item 5 – Adjournment 

 

The meeting adjourned at 11:05 a.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 17
th

, at 

10:00 a.m. in the East Room of the Old Lee County Courthouse, 2120 Main Street, Fort Myers, FL 

33901.   
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