NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

DIVISION: Water Resource Management

DOCKET NO.:03-16R 

CHAPTER TITLE:
RULE CHAPTER NO.:

Water Well Contractor Licensing

  Requirements
62-531

RULE TITLE:
RULE NO:

Definitions Used in Water Well 

  Contractor Rules.
62-531.200

Application Requirements for Water

  Well Contractor.
62-531.300

Water Well Contractor License

  Renewal.
32-531.330

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The proposed amendments will require a person to complete 12 hours of approved coursework for water well contractor licensure or license renewal pursuant to Sections 373.323 and 373.324, Florida Statutes, and add new rule definitions.

SUMMARY:  In 2001, the Florida Legislature adopted amendments to Sections 373.323 and 373.324, FS., requiring a person to complete 12 hours of approved coursework for water well contractor licensure and for a licensed water well contractor to complete 12 classroom hours of continuing education for each biennial license renewal cycle. The proposed amendments to Chapter 62-531, F.A.C., Water Well Contractor Licensing Requirements, will adopt by rule the new requirements for education in Sections 373.323 and 373.324, F.S. Definitions for “Administrator,” “Approved Coursework,” “Continuing Education,” and “Coursework Hour” will be added to the rules.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COST: None has been prepared. Any person who wishes to provide information regarding the statement of estimated regulatory costs, or to provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.
SPECIFIC AUTHORITY: 373.043, 373.309, F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 373.308, 373.323, 373.324, 373.326, 373.329 FS.

IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE TIME, DATE AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW:

TIME AND DATE: 10:00 a.m., June 9, 2003

PLACE: Room 609, Twin Towers Office Building, Department of Environmental Protection, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, Florida.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in this hearing is asked to advise the agency at least 48 hours before the hearing by contacting the Bureau of Personnel Services at (850) 245-2511.  If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the Florida Relay Service by calling (800) 955-8771 (TDD). 

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE: David C. James, Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Water Facilities Regulation, MS # 3580, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400; telephone 850/245-8648.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:


62-531.200
Definitions Used in Water Well Contractor Rules.

The following words, when used in this Chapter, shall have the following meanings, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:


(1)
“Abandonment of Water Wells” means the act of plugging a water well in accordance with Department and District rules.


(2)
“Administrator” means an entity awarded a contract to implement a program of approved coursework for water well contractor licensure and license renewal.


(3)
“Approved Coursework” means Administrator or Department-approved training required for licensure and continuing education units required for license renewal. Approved coursework requirements may not be used for both licensure or license renewal and for license point reduction at educational workshops, as described in the "Water Well Contractors Disciplinary Guidelines and Procedures Manual, referenced in Rule 62-531.450, F.A.C.


(4)
"Continuing Education Unit" means one credit hour (at least fifty minutes) of approved coursework instruction. It may be abbreviated to "CEU" in these rules.


(5)
“Coursework Hour” means one credit hour of approved coursework (at least fifty minutes) instruction.


(2) through (5) renumbered as (6) through (9) No change.


(10)(6)
"Repair" means any action that which involves the physical alteration, rehabilitation, or replacement of any part of a well, but does not include the alteration or replacement of any portion of a well which is above ground surface.


(7) renumbered as (11) No change.

Specific Authority 373.043, 373.309 FS. Law Implemented 373.308, 373.323, 373.324, 373.326, 373.329 FS. History-- New 5-25-89, Formerly 17-531.200, Amended        .


62-531.300
Application Requirements for Water Well Contractors.


(1)
The Water Management Districts shall accept applications and renewal requests for licensing as a water well contractor from any person who is at least 18 years of age, has knowledge of those rules adopted by the Department and the District which deal with the regulation of water wells, has had not less than two years experience in constructing, repairing, or abandoning wells, and beginning July 31, 2004, has taken and completed a minimum of 12 approved coursework hours. In addition, each whose application shall meets all the following conditions:


(a)
Each application shall bBe submitted on forms provided by the District, and shall be accompanied by a nonrefundable application fee.


(b)
Each application shall cContain proof of experience as provided in subsection (6)(5) below.


(c)
Include copies of certificates of completion of approved coursework. Confirmation of approved coursework completion will be accepted from the Department or the Administrator, if available, in lieu of certificates of completion.


(d)(c)
Each application shall iInclude a request for the water well contractor examination described by Rule 62-531.350, F.A.C. 


(2)
A minimum of six approved coursework hours must be related to water well construction practices and applicable water well construction rules. No more than six approved coursework hours may be related to safety and business practices.


(2) through (5) renumbered as (3) through (6) No change.

Specific Authority 373.043, 373.309 FS. Law Implemented 373.323, 373.326, 373.329 FS. History-- New 8-18-73, Amended 10-9-84, Formerly 17-20.02, Amended 6-16-86, Formerly 17-20.020, Amended 5-25-89, Formerly 17-531.300, Amended        .


62-531.330
Water Well Contractor License Renewal.


(1) No change.


(2)
Twelve CEUs shall be required for renewal of a license beginning July 31, 2005. Water well contractor licenses shall be renewed only after the license holder has completed twelve CEUs of approved coursework earned in the two-year period directly preceding the request for license renewal for each renewal cycle.

(3)
A minimum of six of CEUs must be related to water well construction practices and applicable water well construction rules. No more than six CEUs may be related to safety and business practices.


(4)
Each application for license renewal shall include copies of certificates of completion of CEUs. Confirmation of approved coursework completion will be accepted from the Department or the Administrator, if available, in lieu of certificates of completion.


(5)
A Florida licensed water well contractor who teaches approved coursework shall receive one CEU for each coursework hour of instruction.


(2) through (3) renumbered as (6) through (7) No change.

Specific Authority 373.043, 373.309 FS. Law Implemented 373.323, 373.324, 373.326 FS. History -- New 5-25-89, Formerly 17-531.330, Amended         .

NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Mimi Drew, Director Division of Water Resource Management

NAME OF SUPERVISOR OR PERSON WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Allan F. Bedwell, Deputy Secretary

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: April 17, 2003

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAW: October 5, 2001
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