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1. REOUESTED MOTION: 

ACTION REQUESTED: Support the Parks and Recreation Departments implementation of the National AIliance for 
Youth Sports coaches’ and parents’ conduct training programs. Adopt a resolution that clearly states how youth sports 
should operate in Lee County (sample attached). This resolution includes supporting Recommendations for 
Communities and the National Standards for Youth Sports developed through the National Summit on Raising 
Community Standards in Children’s Sports (copies attached). 

WHY ACTION IS NECESSARY: To demonstrate that there is a strong consensus among Lee County community 
leaders that the philosophy of its youth sports programs should focus on putting the needs of the children first. 

I 
WHAT ACTION ACCOMPLISHES: Helps to ensure that every child who uses a Lee County sports facility has a safe 
and rewarding experience. 

A. COMMISSIONER 
ADMINISTRATIVE _ ORDINANCE B. DEPARTMENT 

ADMIN. CODE C. DNISION 

7. BACKGROUND: Currently the National Alliance for Youth Sports (NAYS) parents and coaches programs have 
been utilized by more than 1.3 million coaches nationwide. Over 3,300 community based groups such as parks and 
recreation departments, Soys and Girls Clubs and youth leagues have partnered with NAYS to provide training 
programs at the local level. Currently the program covers two main areas. The National Youth Sports Coaches 
Association (NYSCA) focuses on improving out-of-school sports for participants ages 16 and under by educating 
volunteer coaches. The Parents Association for Youfh Sports (PAYS) focuses on providing education to parents on 
their roles and responsrbrhbes in youth sports. By adopting these programs, all coaches and parents affiliated with 
sports leagues that use Lee County facilities, will be held accountable for their behavior at all times. 

Currently the Parks & Recreation Department has initiated the NAYS Start Smart Sports Development Program as a 
pilot initiative. This program is a proven instructional program that prepares children ages 3-5 for the world of 
organized sports without the threat of competition or the fear of getting hurt. Lee County Parks and Recreation has set 
a goal of offering this program at all Lee County Community Parks and Recreation Centers by the end of 2004. 

8. MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS: 



LEE COUNTY RESOLUTION NO. __ 

A KESOL~UTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA; REL.ATING 
TO THE SUPPORT OF LEE COUNTY PARKS AND 
RECREATION DEPARTMENT’S IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
NATIONAL ALL.IANCE FOR YOUTH SPORTS COACHES’ 
AND PARENTS’ CONDUCT TRAINING PROGRAMS 

WHEREAS; Lee County rccognizcs the need to inspire changes in youth sports to make the cxpericnce 
safe, positive and fun for everyone involved; and, 

WHEREAS, we believe in the benefits and attraction ofyouth sport,s as a means of teaching the children 
of this commimity values and skills that will be ofbcnelit to them throughout life; and, 

WHEREAS, we believe that in order to realize the true value of youth sports participation and to provide 
a safq positive and fun mvironmcnt in which children and their families may participate, we must raise the 
standards among the users of our community’s youth sports facilities; and, 

WHEREAS, the Recommendations for Communities that were derived from the National Summit on 
Raising Community Standards in Children’s Sports outlines a comprehensive community strategy to assist us in 
meeting these objectives; and; 

WHEREAS, WC believe that Lee County Parks and Recreation Department’s adoption of the National 
Alliance for Youth Sports (NAYS) Recommendations for Commullities will ensure a high standard among the 
uscrs of our community’s facilities; and, 

WHEREAS, we believe that league organizers and administrators must be educated on how to provide a 
safe, positive and fim youth sports enViromncnt; and, 

WHEREAS, we believe volunteer coaches and parents must receive orientation and education as to their 
individual roles and responsibilities in our community’s efforts to raise the standards ofyouth sports programs 
and that vohmteer coaches and parents be held accountable for their behaviors; and, 

WHEREAS, it is ncccssaIy and desirable to establish requirements and procedrucs for youth sports 
organizations utilizing the public facilities; and, 

WHEREAS; WC believe young children must be given the opportunity to develop motor skills and sports 
specific lmow~ledge with their parents in a structured program before they enter organized sports. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMlSSlONERS OF 
LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that Lee County recobmizes and encourages official implementation of this 
Community Strategy to improve the culture of youth sports for all participants. 
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