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LEE COUNTY

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

The Board of County Commissioners

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

RESOLUTION

There are currently more than 30,000 suicides annually. In Lee County, there were
79 suicides in 2003; and

Suicide ranks third as a cause of death among young (15-24) Americans behind
accicdents and homicide; and

The devastation of suicide has consumed families statewide and remains a serious
health problem; and

Suicide is one of the most devastating and tragic events a family and a community
can experience. The stigma associated with mental illness works against suicide
prevention. Ope in six Americans suffers from depression and yet this illness
remains hidden. This stigma associated with suicide further traumatizes thosc
people who lose a loved one by suicide; and :

Raising awareness in the community about the significance of mental illness and the
importance of promoting freatment and education can save lives; and

As integrated approach to lowering the state’s current suicide rate by one third by
2016 has been implemented; and

Key resources, such as mounting public information campaigns, specialty training
for caregivers and cemmunity leaders, and dcveloping responsive health care

system arc being established to meet the goal of lowering Flortda’s suicide rate; and

Governor Bush has proclaimed March 23, 2004, Suicide Prevention Day in Florida.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board of County Commissioners of Lee

County, Florida does hereby proclaim March 23, 2004, as

SUICIDE PREVENTION DAY

in Lee County and invite all our citizens to join us in becoming aware, reducing the
stigma, and working fo prevent suicide.

Duly Executed this 23" day of March 2004,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

T

Chairman




